ibility of stuffing the first giraffe to arrive in
Gould met and married Elizabeth Coxen, lm

and

of the day. When

. in 1837, owing to lack of

lokmlllu.lhuudou-vwmn best, to

however, left the famous Charles
mhmﬂ.n:mumsnmmmxpm

apart THE BIRDS OF ASIA: In 1850 Gouid began work on (be historic The Birds of

the region's botanical life. The Goulds returned m Asia’. This latter work was to absorb the artisl for over thirty years 1l be

IHMMIMWMURN&Mlhﬂon-nonn.dumol died in 1881. More than 530 species were featured. many of which, not

of works were published after her being illustrated eisewhere, remain valuable ormithological records. While

demise, with the oimnmmn-m-muu Henry Ritcher and still working on ‘The Birds of Asia’, the amazing John Gould found time 1o
Witliam Hart, oflosing produce still more volumes including “The Birds of Great Britain

We ack ge the kind co-op and of the Bombay Natural History Society for permission to reproduce the selected I pr "%"""""“'

"LEEKH OR LESSER FLORICAN (SYPHEOTIDES INDICA) *HIMALAYAN REDBILLED BLUE MAGPIE mw‘ EPOPS)
**LESSER FLORIKIN (SYPHEOTIDES AURITUS) (CISSA ERYTHRORHYNCHA OCCIPITALIS)
**NEPALESE BLUE PIE (UROCISSA OCCIPITALIS)

This proud and handsome bird graces the Indian grasslands with - e
its regal presence. In the mnllng season, the male, head plumes Related to the crow, this large, longtailed bird inhabil: somest fi to be seen in the Indian g
flying, springs up istic display. Himalayan forests, from Kashmir eastwards 1o Assam and| continent. its long bill is u-d as a probe to dig for larvae -
This oveluﬂonuy m.nng malmcl haa nowaver. singled the ma. Its flappy flight involves siow wingbeats foj other invertebrates in the loose mud of fieids, gardens
florican out for al the hands of hunters as one bird follows another in search of o manure heaps. Hoopoes derive their name from their lt:.
over the years, as it can easily be spotted from a distance. For- small animals. Known nest-robbers, bive m, musical. ‘hoop-hoop-hoop” cails which carry great cistances
tunately, lesser florican habitats now receive protection and the tunistic feeders and can often be seen which are most often heard during the breeding season. Hoopoes
birds which were once saverely threatened are now increasing larger carnivores. construct no nests, preferring to lay their eggs in a convenient
their numbers. hole in a tree, wall or rock crevice.

*NORTH INDIAN SCARLET MINIVET
(PERICROCOTUS FLAMMEUS SPECIOSUS)
**GREAT PERICROCOTUS (PERICROCOTUS SPECIOSUS)

Also referred 10 as caterpillar birds, these brightly-coloured
aviators prefer to eat soft-bodied creatures such as flies, grubs,
spiders and of course, caterpillars, they will, however, readily con-
sume small pulpy fruit, in season. Flocks often hunt together, flit
ting from tree to tree, flushing insects from hiding so as lo snap
them on the wing. Females, invariably yellow, and scarlet males
share in nest-building, incubation and feeding the young The
nesl itself s saucer-shaped and well.camouflaged s0 as 10 be vir

tually invisible from the ground.
: | e}
| L S

'INDIM PITTA (PITTA BRACHYURA BRACHYURA)}
**BENGAL PITTA (PITTA BENGALENSIS)

the most colourful of birds, pittas are often referred to as.
jewel thrushes’ Seen singly or in pairs, these strong fliers seem
prefer grubbing along the leaf lilter of mois!, dense, evergresn
decicucus forests in seerch of beeties. spiders, lami(u or
abs and snails. Their of double-noty
calls can be heard e"*w-g through the jungie gioom nt ﬂaybl-k
and at dusk

*INDIAN WHITEBREASTED KINGFISHER “GOLDENTHROATED BARBET (MEGALAIMA FRANKLINII
HALCYON SMYARNEN

**INDIAN KINGFISHER (H.

DALMOUSIAE)
**DALHOUSIE'S EURYLAIME (PSARISOM,

FRANKLINI
**FRANKLIN'S BARBET /MEGALAEMA FRANKLINII)

Intermed ate batween woodpeckers and rollers, barbets are
k zens of iropical forests. The name ‘barbst’ arises
al ‘beard’ of feathers and bristies that sprouts from
eir bilis. Thackset, strongly-buill and fiamboyantly-
ed, both sexes iook alike and work together to excavate
1. usually in a rotten tree. dry embankment, or discarded
5s will stay in the nest till they are well
rue o be fed on a diet of berries, fruits,
buds and sscxs !nrm!»m-ﬂummmd'mm The
barbet s incessant call is a famitiar sound 1o those who frequent
the forested Himalayan hillsiopes sast of Central Nepal.

Lethargic, tame and docile, broadbills ar
primitive group of living sang birds, Vivid biu
them, broadbilis have been observed climbing®ha
in forested areas in search of cicadas, mantises m h O fitories are vigoroustly defended.
even tree frogs. Their shrill whistling cails add to t hony vantage points on which they
of sound in their jungle haunts, ag flocks move easily TTom place keeping an eye for food — possibly a frog, a
to place. The stout beak i ofter d 10 batter the:

. & branch of a rock b it Is swailowed

A fiash of turquoise and
s cackling call, draw

d EASTED LAUGHING THRUSH (GARAULAX *NICORAR REDCHEEKED PARAKEET (PS/TTACULA *RUBYTHROATY (ERITHACUS CALLIOPE) 3
DELESSERTI GULARIS) LONGICAUDA NICOBARICA) **SIBERIAN RUBYTHROA' LI0P mm ‘
LLOWTHROATED GARRULAX [GARAULAX QULARIS) L o s e

SYBLUE WINGED PARRAKEET (PALAEORNIS NICOBARICUS)

With its scariet throat-patch, prominently on di

oking birds, laughing thrushes seem 1O prafer keeping Thin forest gweiling sub-apecies is found only in the Nicobar mo_ﬂmmm.mw”
tog in flocks as they comb grasses and law bushes to flush manda, (haugh parots are, o course, distributed widely ali over of eggs in the ‘hideaway” nesl
insects out of their cover. Thelr frequent chirping calla keep in e tropiea. A sltout, strong bill and muscular tongue heips the their territory with a combination of post: g
dividuals in contact with the rest ¢ ook, At the lirat aign of Birde 1o pat their favoutite 1ood — seeds and truil. No! much is song while bunling for insects and their "":lh- 1o feed o
danger they take to the treea 'rom where they fiit from branch to Known of ekt braeding biotogy but the res! i3 iittie more than an young. Choosing breed in northem ]
Branah to Survey their territory eflarged hols in a (ree IO which the temale wili fay its dull white mv«-mmmmmmhmm
aHge. (0 all ikalihood both parents share ™e responsibility of spend their winters in India.

tegding the young till thay are able to fend for themselves.

e e oentempcrary vt
Wi wnt (alin samen aa 1 (ha origmal pubecazen




BIRDS OF INDIA> ¢ .

A selection of twelve lithographs from ‘The Birds of Asia,” Volumes |- |

John Gould, F.R.S., published in 1850-1883, by the author through public subscription, an

JOHN GOULD, F.R.S. (1804-1881): John Gould, an Englishman, was born on
September 14, 1804 at Lyme Regis in Dorset, England. His passion for
ornithology developed early, whilst assisting his father in looking after the
Royal Gardens of Windsor, where as a hobby he began stuffing birds. His
talent for taxidermy resulted in his appointment in 1827 with the newly-
formed Zoological Society in London, where amongst other tasks, he was
entrusted with the responsibility of stuffing the first giraffe to arrive in
England. Shortly afterwards, Gould met and married Elizabeth Coxen, a skill-
ed draughtswoman. No one, the Goulds included, were to realise the or-
nithological importance of this match till much later; for it was Elizabeth
who was destined to transfer most of her husband’s drawings to
lithographic stone.

All through his life Gould sketched continuously, travelled extensively and
maintained valuable contacts with leading ornithologists of the day. When
“The Birds of Australia’ had to be abandoned, in 1837, owing to lack of
material he decided to proceed to Australia, a hazardous voyage at best, to
do his own field work. This decision, however, left the famous Charles
Darwin somewhat in the lurch, as Gould was unable to complete his work on
Darwin’s ‘Zoology of the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle’ (1832-1836). In Australia,
Gould listed 300 new species while Elizabeth, apart from her work on birds,
set about documenting the region’s botanical life. The Goulds returned to
England in 1840 where a year later tragedy struck in the form of the death of
Elizabeth. Though much of his works were published after her
demise, with the help of artists such as Edward Lear, Henry Ritcher and
William Hart,Gould never quite recovered from the shock of losing Elizabeth.

We acknowledge the kind co-operation and assistance of the Bomba§pNatural

*LEEKH OR LESSER FLORICAN (SYPHEOTIDES INDICA)

**L ESSER FLORIKIN (SYPHEOTIDES AURITUS) @

This proud and handsome bird graces the Indian grasslands
its regal presence. In the mating season, the male, head plum = .
ﬁ_yl_nq, springs up vertically in an awe-inspiring ritualistic dﬂ' iay.

R R e R N I, e T ey [

The publication of ‘The Birds of Australia’ (1840-1848) constit
volumes, containing 681 plates, and one might have conside
achievement enough for a single lifetime. But Gould was made of ent
different metal — he worked on with renewed vigour right up t
died. In his industrious life Gould produced 41 large folio
2,999 hand-coloured plates. This sheer volume is impressivi
when judged on the basis of quality as well, his accomplish
imates the impossible.

dards posterity has come to associate with hi
fact that he was able to recruit good help, wh
As a result, Gould, an astute business
talented artists to work under his close
printers were also eager for his custom. So lo
co-workers and associates that some of the
including ‘The Birds of Asia’, were in fact ]
his death.

Asia’. This latter work was to ab
died in 1881. More than 530 sp
being illustrated elsewhere, remain valuab ornithological records. While ingly dominated by high technology, John Gould reminds us of the value of
still working on ‘The Birds of Asi
produce still more volumes

«*NEPALESE BLUE PIE (UROCISSA OCCIPITALIS)

Related to the crow, this large, long-tailed bird inhabits the
Himalayan forests, from Kashmir eastwards to Assam and Bur-
ma. Its flappy flight involves slow wingbeats followed by a glide,

aylor and Frances.

gh' cting for this calendar a mere dozen lithographs out of the hundreds of
is ectacular visuals in ‘The Birds of Asia’ was no mean task. By a lengthy
and painstaking process of elimination, which involved choosing only
those birds which were resident or migratory to India, we arrived at the
species represented here.

ay h

As can be seen from these twelve prints, Gould’s magic lay in the fact that
he never sacrificed aesthetics for scientific accuracy. Conversely, he took
great pains to ensure that his art works were vetted by the most well
respected scientists. His subjects in fact, seem ‘alive’. The minivet with the
caterpillar in its beak, the rubythroat in its nest, or the Himalayan magpie in
flight, are all depicted just as one might observe them in real life. Regretful-
ly, very few original sets of ‘The Birds of Asia’ survive to this day. But, as
can be confirmed by those who have had the pleasure of actually examin-
ing the volumes, the colours are ever vibrant, ever rich, and unparalleled in
terms of aesthetics. In fact, the originals still retain their sheen, and the
gloss of freshly applied paint.

he ‘commissioned,
ted by them after

e historic ‘The Birds of This calendar, then, is a tribute to John Gould, a man whose genius and
ot over thirty years till he dedication lives on even a century after his death. His life and works are an
eatured, many of which, not example we would do well to emulate. Living as we do, in a world increas-

fing John Gould found time to that one asset that sets man apart and above the rest of his fellow
irds of Great Britain’. creatures — the human splrit.

Society for permission to reproduce the selected lithographs from their archives.

*HOOPOE (UPUPA
“*INDIAN HOOPOE (UPUP.

This crested, rust-coloured, zebra-striped bird is one of |
somest feathered creatures to be seen in )
continent. Its long bill is used as a probe to dig for
other invertebrates in the loose mud of fields,

e hoane Hoopoes derive their name from

*HIMALAYAN REDBILLED BLUE MAGPIE
(CISSA ERYTHRORHYNCHA OCCIPITALIS)
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*LEEKH OR LESSER F % AN (SYPHEOTIDES INDICA)
**LESSER FLOR BYPHEOTIDES AURITUS)

This proud and han
ating season, the male, head plumes

its regal presence. |t

flying, springs u &u y in an awe-inspiring ritualistic dispiay.
This evolutionar ng instinct has, however, singled the
florican out for @bment at the hands of unscrupulous hunters
over the years, a can easily be spotted from a distance. For-

tunately, lesdgr flprican habitats now receive protection and the
birds whic e once severely threatened are now increasing

their nu
-y,

ds bird graces the Indian grasslands with



EDBILLED BLUE MAGPIE
THYNCHA OCCIPITALIS)

**“NEPALESE PIE (UROCISSA OCCIPITALIS)

Related to the c is large, long-tailed bird inhabits the
Himalayan foréx om Kashmir eastwards to Assam and Bur-
ma. Its flappy fh involves slow wingbeats followed by a glide,
as one bird f% another in search of caterpillars, insects or
small animals. own nest-robbers, blue magpies are oppor-

tunistic feegers and can often be seen scavenging the kills of
larger ca es.

\

*HIMALAYA
(CISSA ERY



(UPUPA EPOPS) =
(UPUPA NIGRIPENNIS)

*HOQPC
++INDIAN HOBRG
This crested, rust® &i, zebra-striped bird is one of the hand-
somest feathere %Natures to be seen in the Indian sub-
continent. Its ® ill is used as a probe to dig for larvae and
other inverte in the loose mud of fields, gardens and
manure heap opoes derive their name from their soft,
musical, ‘hgop-ffBop-hoop’ calls which carry great distances and
t%ften heard during the breeding season. Hoopoes
ests, preferring to lay their eggs in a convenient

. wall or rock crevice.







*WESTERN GREYH &) THRUSH (TURDUS RUBROCANUS
NRUBROCANUA)

**CHESTNU RED MERULA (MERULA CASTANEA)

Distinctively h these chestnut, black and white birds are a
fairly commg ht all along the Himalayas from Kashmir

through to Ne @ Relying primarily on keen vision they are quick
¥prey such as insects, grubs, or even baby snakes

and liza Obportunistic feeders, they also seem to thrive on
berries nal fruit and nectar from blossoms.

N\
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*INDIAN PITTA 'Q BRACHYURA BRACHYURA)
”BENg CTA (PITTA BENGALENSIS)

Among the most B& 'l of birds, pittas are often referred to as

jewel thrushes \o singly or in pairs, these strong fliers seem
ng the leaf litter of moist, dense, evergreen

to prefer grub
or deciduous ts in search of beetles, spiders, termites or
even crabs and Yhails. Their characteristic double-note whistling

calls can efrd echoing through the jungle gloom at daybreak




*“LONGTAILED BRC@ L (PSARISOMUS DALHOUSIAE
LHOUSIAE)

**DALHOUSIE'S S&Ams (PSARISOMUS DALHOUSIAE)
Lethargic, tame ocile, broadbills are possibly the most

primitive group’c&gvg song birds. Vivid blue tails trailing behind
them, broadbi been observed climbing parrot-like up vines
search of cicadas, mantises, flying insects or

in forested ar

even tree frpgs. Fneir shrill whistling calls add to the cacophony
of sound io Yoeft jungle haunts, as flocks move easily from place
to place

-y
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*INDIAN W EASTED KINGFISHER
(HALC YRNENSIS FUSCA)
“*INDIAN ISHER (HALCYON FUSCA)

nd white in flight, accompanied by a
cal® draws ones’ attention to this all-familiar,
er. Pair bonds are said to last for life and ter-
ritories are v, sly defended, as the birds stake out strategic
yantage point n which they perch, hunched patiently, while

eor food — possibly a frog, a lizard or an insect.

ksopin 6 ’ '
Th,"',@f is often used to batter their hapless prey against

@
A flash of turqg
18UCOUS CACKIN
large, Indian ki

a brangl) rock before it is swallowed,



ET (MEGALAIMA FRANKLINII

NKLINII)
(MEGALAEMA FRANKLINII)

*GOLDENTHROAT
**FRANKLIN’S

Intermediate b woodpeckers and rollers, barbets are
essentially deniz tropical forests. The name ‘barbet’ arises
from the typica rd’ of feathers and bristles that sprouts from
the base of thairdijls. Thickset, strongly-built and flamboyantly-
coloured, bo%-es look alike and work together to excavate
their nest, usu in a rotten tree, dry embankment, or discarded

nde Fledglings will stay in the nest till they are well
t will continue to be fed on a diet of berries, fruits,
ects for some time after they leave their home. The
ncessant call is a familiar sound to those who frequent
d Himalayan hillslopes east of Central Nepal.

termite m




ULAX GULARIS)

xeeping
to flush

ca s keep in-
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*NICOBAR RED@ED PARAKEET (PSITTACULA

'3 AUDA NICOBARICA)

“*BLUE-WING AKEET (PALAEORNIS NICOBARICUS)
This forest-dw ﬂ% ub-species is found only in the Nicobar
islands, thou ots are, of course, distributed widely all over
the tropics. t, strong bill and muscular tongue helps the

birds to eat t favourite food — seeds and fruit. Not much is

known of theirgreeding biology but the nest is little more than an
in a tree into which the female will lay its dull white

enlarge ull
eggs. likelihood both parents share the responsibility of
feedi the young till they are able to fend for themselves.
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This forest-dwelling sub-species is fo@vonly in the Nicobar
islands, though parrots are, of cours itributed widely all over

the tropics. A stout, strong bill a scular tongue helps the
birds to eat t_heir favourite food eds and fruit. Not much is
known of their breeding biology e nest is little more than an

enlarged hole_ in a tree into whi e female will lay its dull white
eggs. In all likelihood both nts share the responsibility of

feeding the young till the)z’ ble to fend for themselves.

Qnames in contemporary use

* English anﬁ\‘
** English ana& ames as in the original publication
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NBREASTED LAUGHING THRUSH (GARRULAX \ *NICOBAR REDCHEEKED PARAKEET (PSITTACI
DELESSERTI GULARIS) | LONGICAUDA NICOBARICA)
VTHROATED GARRULAX (GARRULAX GULARIS) O **BLUE-WINGED PARRAKEET (PALAEORNIS NICOB

ng birds, laughing thrushes seem to prefer keeping This forest-dwelling sub-species is found only in the
ocks as they comb grasses and low bushes to flush islands, though parrots are, of course, distributed wid
f their cover. Their frequent chirping calls keep in- the tropics. A stout, strong bill and muscular tongue
ontact with the rest of the flock. At the first sign of , @ birds to eat their favourite food — seeds and fruit. N
ake to the trees from where they flit from branch to \ known of their breeding biology but the nest is little m
vey their territory. enlarged hole in a tree into which the female will lay it

eggs. In all likelihood both parents share the respc

feeding the young till they are able to fend for thems

** English and Latin names as in the original publication

. Q
\ * English and Latin names in contemporary use
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IEEKED PARAKEEY (PSITTACULA
CAUDA NICOBARICA)
AKEEY (PALAFORNIS NICOBARICUS)

Japecies (8 found only in the Nicobal
e, of courae, distributed widely all ovel

\UBYTHROAT (ERITHACUS CALLIOPE)
RUBYTHROAT (CALLIOPE CAMT

scarlet throat-pateh, prominently on display,
Mades outside while his mate iIncubates her ecious
O (n the 'hideaway' nest. Rubythroats will

g Bill and musaular tongue helpa the th territory with a combination of posturing ‘a
@ 1000 «« aeads and frult, Not muah s g while hunting for insects and their larvae QQ

fology butl the nest s Hittie more than an s @““”u Choosing to breed In northern climates M
O whiah the female will tay ita dull white \ sparrow alzed birds journey each year over the lofty Himal

ith parents share the reaponsibility of
y are able to tend tor themaelven

apend thelr wintera in India,

I Bsines 1 conteinpiudaly tine
el an 10 the orlgtoal pubiioation
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