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Makar Sankrant — [t marks the occasion when the sun transits
Capricomn (Makar), during its journey to the north, when the
blue skies are filled with thousands of kites.in vivid colours
and exotic patterns, soaring proudly. As excitement fills the
air, every flier attempts to cut down his rival's kite and urges
hisown kite to fly higher and higher in the crowded sky.
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Ramzaan Id - It marks the end of Ramzaan or the fasting
period and is celebrated on sighting a new moon. This
festival begins with offéring early morning prayers and ends
with a glorious feast. Muslims wear their best clothes and
children greatly ‘anticipate this day when they receive gifts
and money. |t spreads the message ot love and peace
throughout the world.
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Holi — It marks the end of the chilly North Indian winter
-and heralds the beginning of spring. People fromall walks of
life take this opportunity to-lose their inhibitions and enjoy
 themselves with gay abandon while smearing each other with

colour.
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Onam ~ The Verdant state of Kerala heralds the onset of the
harvest season with this ten day long celebration. The lush
green landscape is dotted with floral decorations, dances,

feasts, fireworks and temple processions. A major crowd

puller are the famous boat races held by the locals on the
scenic backwaters,
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uddha Poornima — Every May, Bodhgaya in Bihar becomes

a quiet retreat for pilgrims from far and wide. Here the

Enlightened One preached the ancient wisdom, the Path that

“millions follow today. The atmosphere unchanged for

centuries is intensely serene, filled with the fragrance of
flowers and incense and the mystic chants of the monks.
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P%ar — This festival bursts upon the sleepy town of
Pushkar, Rajesthan for ten days. During this time, Pushkar

bustles with png: s who.come to visit the unique temple of
the Creator of the Universe and plays host to the warld's. .

largest camel fair.
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Navratri — With a twirl of dandiya sticks and a whifl of
gorgeous ghagras, navratri or the festival of nine nights is
welcomed. Dancing and réjoicing is epitomized by the

Dandiya Ras, celebrating the mythical triumph of good
over evil.
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mﬂﬁhshtaml — |t marks the birthday of the much adored
%\N)rd who as per legend was known for his pranks like
pilfering curds and butter stored in earthen pots. Thence
evolved the custom of forming human pyramids in every
street corner to attempt to break earthen pots filled with
goodies suspended upto forty feet high. When the pot is
broken, jubilant cries fill the air amidst song and dance.
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ati festival — The birthday of this elephant-headed deity
is celebrated with great pomp and splendour in Maharashtra.
On the tenth day huge processions bearing magnificent idols
head for the beaches where they are immersed. Drums,
shehnais and large crowds accompany them to bid adieu to
their favourite deity with entreaties to return the next year.
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Durgd Pooja - During the pooja, the ity of Kolkata s
transformed nto a series of gorgeously decorated pooja
pandals and Everyone 15 out i the streets, It is a ime o
celebration and thanksgiving for the hounty of nature during
the monsoon,



MH g, A9t P 3T - FaEan S

d LT 119 f,mf’?' A | 23ms 2

> =5 --
G IldA] B2

i
i -

A Amavasya, s
spectacularly lit up during Deepavali, the festival of light
The night sky is rendered brilliant with fireworks while the
earth glows with the light of countless famps. It is the most
significant of Indian festivals when prosperity is welcomed
with gratitude into every house during the Hindu New Year.



NG MARNfreent idals PanGais ang evervone i

s immersad. Diams celepration and thanksegiy
] SIS TS r

them 1o bhid adeu 1o HNEe MonNsoo

st the nend Vol

Christmas - Merry carol singers sp

pread the message of joy
and peace and e Gevoutl atiend Midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve. Houses are decorated in the traditional way,
with Christmas trees and star lanterns. Delicious sweets are
prepared and Chnstmas day is celebrated by rejoicing,
exchanging gifts and appreciating the true spirit of -the

testive season.
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Janmashtami - [t marks the birthday of the much adered
Lord, who as per legend was known for his pranks like
pilfering curds and butter stored in earthien pots. Thence
evolved the custom of forming human pyramids in every
stréet corner 10 attempt to break earthen pots filled with
goadies suspended upto. forty feet high. When the pot is
broken, jubilant cries fill the air amidst song and dance.
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Ganpati festival — The birthday of this elephant-headed deity
is celebrated with great pomp and splendour in Maharashtra.
On the tenth day huge processions bearing magnificent idols
head for the beaches where they are immersed. Drums,
shehnais and large crowds accompany them to bid adieuto
their favourite deity with entreaties to return the nextyear
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Diwali — The darkest night @f yeany Amavasya, is 6'" i
spectacularly lit up du the festival of light. Christmas — Merry catol singers spread the message of joy 1;;3 ;
The night sky is rendeféd With fireworks while the and. peace and the devout attend Midnight Mass on J

tless lamps. 1t is the most Christmas Eve. Houses are decorated in the traditional way,
‘hen prosperity is welcomed with Christmas trees and star lanterns. Delicious sweets are

evePhouse during the HinduNew Year. prepared ‘and Christmas day is celebrated by rejoicing, @ 'Ve/[ l it cnisios s

exchanging giits and appreciating the true spirit of the
festive season.
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