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The king invites him 10 the palace, where he is seen by Subhadra.
She s immediately attracted by the handsome samyas:.

They moet n secret, 1o pledge their love.

Specally reprodaced by A lada. (rom (he origmal pamting 3t Maharaia  Fatesmgh Museum,
Barda

Lady Musicians
The painting women from different s of Indi
d_dhumm oy o

A vanety of Indian instruments are also depicted. These are.
from leflt to right, the veema, the violin, the siter and the sarang.

| Krishna. H : king asks In the foreground on the rvight is a ghazel singer, who renders
| blindness to be restored, as he does not wish (o see anything more. Jrdu verses into song.
:*-MMNMHmmmﬂmmm Specially reprodeced by Air-ladia. from the original painting at S+ Javachamarajendra Art
RAJA RAVI VARMA
Ravi Varma was born in 1848, in a princely family in The importance of his work hes in its corelation of |
| a é T ‘# 1anoor mmm;—um‘mixem; l;.ike his uncle, Raja Raja mythological art and the Western COnCept tn{ h:t"mlli: m:;::lg
t; b S Jarma, he was interested in painting and his contact W’tlhﬁlht Rritish were taken from Hindu religious texts and mythology. His paint-
: { :,‘ painter Theodore Jenson appears to have influenced his siyle ings depieted Hindu gods and goddesses, Icaendmr;.- Kings and
‘ b queens, and were instantly popular with sectio y
1 In 1873, he particpated in an Exhibition in Madras and won ‘ FERPOY WA 1 N T
rl'J 3 the first prize. This established his ure and the Duke of In view of the tremendous demand for his work., and |
; | ST Buckingham, the then Governor of Madras, commssionad hum suggestion of the Maharajah of Baroda. h; eslnbli\ﬂ;: s}{: ﬁt:::
1 L G for several works. oleographic printing press near Bombay.
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= R In 1875, when the Prince of Wales wisited Trivandram, the Ravi Varma was patromsed .
| i & A : . patromes | lh |ﬁill’l
| - Gl | Maharajah presented him with paintings done by the artist ven a substantial mumber of gmmnm‘ | hrR mt “g m
_ 4 | o ; aharajabs of Raroda, Mysore and Trivandram. His :mh
. ~In 1892, he participated in exhibitions in Vienna and Chicago. can bo soon at the Laxmi Vilas Palace, Barods and &8
tavi Varma was the first Indian painter to exhibit his work St Jayvachamarajendra Art Gallery, Mysore Civy <o mﬁ:;n .
o OVCIscas. :m ‘::‘t::dmﬂ.? M art galleries in Dot l-tlill.l["illl. ”:-'dfllh:lxl
Ravi ‘\hm:i:‘ wl::idemﬂ the pionser in the development of the |
By o western sty | an painting, by his use of canvas and ol Ravi Varma diad in (906 but he kel ho : |
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Megha-
In the painting, M presents his spoils from Swarga
to Ravana. are celestial nymphs.

Gallery, Mysore City.

@an Envoy

ot the Hindu epic, the Mahabharata
disguised as ‘Govinda’ goes to the Kaurava court

Mm&fmmmuﬂmn&:hsﬁ-m&ﬂ

Sri Kris
-

ite the gentle advice of the elderly, blind king Dhrita-
tra, Duryodhana, the haughty Kaurava prince, remains adamant
The prince attempts to seize ‘Govinda® as hostage. Sn Krishma
anticipates this, and with silent contempt reveak his drvinsty.

Dhritarashtra regains his sight to see the visvarupa form of

R .
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Krishna. Having seen this vision, the noble kng asks for s |

blindness to be restored, as he does not wish 10 see anything more.

Specially reproduced byAu-lndin.ﬁo-theomw pamnng & S vachamarmendra A
Gallery, Mysore City.



%0 win her love.

Disguised as a sanyayi it), Arjuna goes to the kingdom
of Balarama &

She is immedif acted by the handsome sanyasi.

| They meet x(bx to pledge their love.
‘ Wm}-mdm from the original painting at Maharaja Fatesingh Museum,
Baroda,

Musicians

| The king invites @ he palace, where he is seen by Subhadra.
: ttr

inting portrays women from different regions of India,

i communal attire.

{ A variety of Indian instruments are also depicted. These are,
from left to right, the veena, the violin, the sitar and the sarangi,

In the foreground on the right is a ghazal singer, who renders
Urdu verses into song.

Specaaly reproduced by Air-India,

from the original painting at Sri Jayachamarajendra Art
Gallery, Mysore City.




Ravi Varma was born in 1848, in a princely family in
near Trivandrum, in Kerala. Like his uncle, Raja Raja
interested in painting and his contact with the British
lore Jenson appears to have influenced his style.

NeO

~ In 1873, he participated in an Exhibition in Madras and won
~ the first prize. This established his future and the Duke of
i m, the then Governor of Madras, commissioned him

~ for several works.

In 1875, when the Prince of Wales visited Trivandrum, the
Maharajah presented him with paintings done by the artist.

~ In 1892, he participated in exhibitions in Vienna and Chicago
vi Varma was the first Indian painter to exhibit his v
overseas.

Ravi Varma is considered the pioneer in the developmei:

western style of Indian painting, by his use of canyas @nNgils
and by the introduction of perspective and natural forThgliNggnirast
with the very highly stylised techniques of trgdiﬁ ndian

painters. (b\
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RAJA RAVI VARMA
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hi® work lies in its corelation of Indian
the Western concept of art. His subjects
du religious texts and mythology. His paint-
u gods and goddesses, legendary kings and
instantly popular with a large section of society.

queens, a(\?

In vi e tremendous demand for his work. and on the
s&& f the Maharajah of Baroda. he established the first
0 Ic

printing press near Bombay.
Varma was patronized by the Indian Royalty and was
: a substantial number of commissions for paintings by the
W aharajahs of Baroda, Mysore and Trivandrum. His best works
Can be seen at the Laxmi Vilas Palace, Baroda and at the
Sri Jayachamarajendra Art Gallery, Mysore City ™ I—iﬁ'pa'ﬁﬁ.'ﬁgs
are also on display in art galleries in Delhi, Udaipur, Hyderabad

and Trivandrum.

The importance
mythological
were taken
ings depict

Ravi Varma died in 1906, but he left behind a legacy of paintings
which form an important landmark in the history of Indian

painting.

Colour transparencies by Umakant Shirodkar.
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