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“THE 30th

Anniversary

is not merely an

occasion to look back into the past, except
to gather renewed strength from it and the
will to achieve still greater things in the future,”
says the Chairman in his special message to

the staff.

He particularly
ciated the full pz adver-
tisement in the mes of
India” of October 16,
which touched him deep-
ly.
The

appre-

Chairman’s
reads:
“Your message of

message

con-

NOW IS
THE HOUR!

As you all know, a
state of Emergency
has been declared in
India and all the Na-
tion’s energies and re-
sources have now lo
be directed towards
intensifying the war
effort and supporting
our Armed Forces in
their gallant defence
of our f[rontiers.

We in Air-India
stand resolutely be-
hind the nation. As a
public wtility service,
we have a special duty
to the country and we
are ready to undertake

any task or to shoul-
der any special re-
sponsibility that may
be assigned to w.

I am glad aud*
to learn that large sei

tions of our sta
India and abro;

forward with
tions to the
Defence Fund.

naxi-

to the

| gratulations, goodwill and

affection conveyed to me
through that delightful full-
page advertisement in the
Times of India, touched me
deeply. It is difficult for
me to find adequate words
to thank you for your kind
thought and gesture, and
for the lovely words, which
were music o my ears, in
which it was expressed. 1

| thank you from my heart.

Devotion

“If on the Thirtieth An-
niversary of the birth of
our Airline, I re-enacted

not for sentimental reasons
alone, or for the pleasure
of doing it. I hoped tha
particularly to those of yc
who had never Sex
a Leopard Moth, it

all serve today,

de-
worked
helped
message (0
se has been

I said at Juhu after
. the flight was also

back bitter-sweet
memories of aeroplanes, of
events and people of long
ago, and particularly of
old friends and associates,
some of whom,
tible, are still in Air-India,
others who are no longer
with us.  And as | flew
from Karachi, my thoughts
filled with memories of
Nevill Vintcent who start-
ed it all, of others like

| our inaugural flight, it was |

a but |
satisfying journey |
the past, which

indestruc- |

Mr. Nevill Vintcent

Captain Jatar and his her-
oic crew, whose love of
flying and devotion to the
airline led them to the ul-
timate sacrifice. In my

| renewed

mind | dedicated the flight
to their memory.

Long Way Ahead

But this Thirtieth An-
niversary is not merely an
occasion to look back into
the past, except to gather
strength from it |
and the will to achieve still
greater things in the future.
We have come a long way
together these thirty years,
we  have  accomplished
much of which we can be

proud, but there is even
more to be done in the
next thirty.

Hard Work

I shall be with you for
only a small part of that
period, but wunder your
competent and  devoted |
care, I know that Air-In- |
dia’s progress will surpass |
its past achievements. [

our Message OfF Goodwill
Touched Me Deeply™

ask you to bear one thing
in mind. Our rapid growth
and the reputation we
have established for our-
selves throughout the world,
have been due not only to
the hard work of all these
years, but also to the fact
that from the start we set
for ourselves, and relent-
lessly maintained, the high-

| est standards in every as-

pect of our operations. 1|
hope that whatever the
temptation, you will never
let those standards fall.

Good Luck

I thank you again for
your sweet and generous
message, for your loyalty
and for your devotion to
Air-India, which is your
Airline. I wish you and
yours good luck, prosperity
and happiness in the years
to come.
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Myr. Chairman,

Thirty years ago, when you were

twenty eight, you flew a little plane and
a star was born.

You started something which, God
please, will never end. You gave a home
to India in the sky and you have

proved to be a faithful watchman.

There are few places in the airline

world where your brood cannot be found.
You have brought lustre to this land.
You have added inches to your height
when lesser men have ceased to grow.
There are not many Chairmen in this
. world of flying, who would have cared,

» who would have dared, to do agai eed

. of thirty summers old.

% We wish you godspeed today
every day. That you r in o ipper.
Your crew and ground s alu , Sir,
and pledge ourselves to he! ou h

» your head on high at 4

in every corner of t!

This advertisement
fection, respect fora
those in Air-India,

rk for him.
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a few minutes after

“1\ R. Kooka said that
address the gathering.
I did nothing of the
kind. I was offered a
cup of tea and I said
“yes.”  Apparently, at
the same time, Mr.
Kooka was saying “Will
you say a few words on
the mike.” My “yes”
was to the tea. How-
ever, considering the |
long wait you have had
and the wasted after-
noon, I think it is cer-
tainly due from me to
express a few words of |

apology for making
you wait.

I may say that up (o
6.25 a.m. this morning

(1S.T.) we were dead on
time and, in fact, I was at
the end of the runway at
Karachi when, for some
obscure reason, the radio
packed up. This only
shows that technical pro-
gress has its disadvantages,
because 30 years ago This
could not have happened
and did not happen. For
the reason you have already
guessed, 1 did not have any
radio! And today, in fact.
I did not have any radio.
So in some ways, 1 feel
that 1 have, perhaps, re-
enacted the original flight
a little closer to the origi-
nal than I had intended.

30 Years Late!

Having apologised for
this delay, 1 would like to
express my very deep feel-
ing of gratitude for your
presence here today. 1 feel
quite overwhelmed by this
gathering which  is,
entally, very much larger
than it was 30 years ago.
Those of you who are
somewhat over 30 years
today, if I may say so, are
30 years late. Perhaps thi
will make up for my being
two hours late as against
you being 30 years late!

About the flight, there
is  very little l& sa
It was an unevent
cxccpl for the radio

pcrfornud with
and  decorum
from an old
age of this Lec
and her elderly
Some
will
i?”

he la
Juhw Airstrip on Oct. 15, 1962.

I had agreed to |

incid- |

the chairman said

Text of the Chairman’s Speech delivered

nded at the

question before 1 left, and
I have been thinking on
this flight if 1 am asked
again what [ should say.
It is difficult for some one
|'in whose life flying and
aviation has played a con-
siderable part, to get across
one’s mind on the subject,
to people in whom avia-
tion or flying has played

no part. And so I can
well  appreciate that  to
many of you, to quite
a few of my friends and
colleagues this was per-
haps a pointless and

foolish performance, but I
hope that now that it is
done. you and they will
not feel that way.

Re-live Old Events

I think
siderable

there was con-
justification  for

*The purpose

quitle apard from the pe

nal. senti

to illustratde

the fact that from

small
while things

and builtl

this flight.
not the flight

the
s been quite a
mon practice to re-en-
d relive old events
they be battles or
ars or what have you.
even today, every
in Europe, and no
in India too. you
find certain days on which
people come out dressed
as they were 1,000 years
ago. Well, I came out
dressed as I was only 30

it brouyht barl.

ental

the

beginnings
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yecars ago and doing the
same thing.

The
I]ighl.

of the
quite
personal

purpose
of  course,
from the
sentimental one, was
try to dramatise, or shall
I say, highlight, in a small
way, an event which
meant a lot to me 30 years
ago — an event which 1
think, was of some impor-
tance as one of the ele-
ments in India’s economic
renaissance. The purpose
of doing the flight with a
Leopard Moth — well,

must first explain that I
could not do it with a
Puss Moth because there
was no Puss Moth avail-
able. But as I expect, to
most of you this is
first time you have been a
Leopard Moth. It would

of the flighi—

OnNe—waus

(rul

also be the first time you
would have seen a Puss
Moth and you would not
have made out the differ-
ence. The two planes are

| practically identical.

The reason why I decid-
ed that this commemorative

| flight should be done with

a Leopard Moth and not
with any new plane even
on the same schedule, is
because I wanted to bring
home to a lot of our own
people in  Air-India who
themselves have probably
never seen (most of them
are young) a Leopard
Moth or a Puss Moth in
their life, and also to others,
to illustrate the truth and
the fact that from absurdly
small ~ beginnings, worth-

o |

the |

| ple

while things can be built |

it this plane, it
redible that with-
ort span of 30 years
are now operating in
a different field and
with such different equip-
nent.

Incidentally, I am extre-
mely happy to have here in

this gathering today. no less |

a person than Sir Frederick
Tymms and his very de-
lightful and charming wife,
our old friends. Sir Frede-
rick Tymms was the Direc-
tor of Civil Aviation 32
years ago and he is
the man we had to deal
with and I am every grate-
ful to him for having
finally bought this idea at
no cost to the Govern-
ment!

Bitter—Sweet
Memories

To me, of course, this
flight has meant a lot.
may sound a little silly as
I have said before when
I was asked. It was a
nostalgic or sentimental
journey into the past, it
brought back a lot of bit-
ter-sweet 'memories  of
events and aeroplanes and
flights, joys and dreams
and troubles galore, heart-
aches, frustrations and a
lot  of satisfaction but
mainly memories of peo-
and as flew this
morning  from Karachi,
after I had got over my
annoyance at being 2

bitter. sweelt memories’’

It |

THRES

hours or 2} hours late, |
began to think of these
carly birds without whom
this original flight which
we duplicated today could
never have beecn held.

as | said.

Some of them,
are still around or still
here. Two or three of
| them, V. G. Gadgil, who is
now our Controller of
Stores & Purchases. who
was a mechanic then and
Peter  Menezes. Pheroze
Tata is no longer with
| Air-India. He has retired
and was then an Account-
ant, and a number of
those who are no longer
with us. The flight brought
memories of those that
were really responsible for
this venture. perhaps more
than myself because they
paid the ultimate price.

Late Nevill Vintcent

The main one, of course,
was Nevill Vintcent —
probably very few of you,
if any, have heard of him,
but he is the man who
conceived the idea. He is
the man who planned the
airline and he is the man
with whom I was associat-
ed. In fact on the original
flight 30 years ago, 1 flew
the leg from Karachi to
Bombay I have just
done today, and he took
over  immediately  and
flew on within 20 minutes
in the second of the only
two machines another
Puss Moth—to Bellary and
Madras. Nevill Vintcent
is no more and quite a

few others who have done
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much to build this airline, [
are also no more. |

And as 1 flew this |

‘ done a rather touchi
thing on this occasion -
I do not know if they
done it in Bombay,

Air-India International,
would not be what it is to-
And so to all those
who have helped to build
this airline, and to the 5,000
or 7,000 of them today in
Air-India. I express grate-

Ahmedabad and in Kara-
chi. They got hold
very same men wi

Grateful Thanks
I would like to express
gratitude to you, as I have
already expressed, for be- |

should quite rightly,
Government of India for
the support that we have
| had right from the carly
days. sometimes in reverse.
But things have come out
all right in the end.

years ago and the

that they have built
this airline because obvi-
ously, if Tata Airlines had
I would like to sin&

=]

India, it would never be

SOLDIERS

Photograph below, shows the Chairman with the o
of service in 1953.

R DIE

vho completed 20 years

And long
fliers. wherever
hey went, found that there
as always a Shell man
available not only with a
tin of petrol and a tin of
oil but also a home to rest
| one’s weary bones after a
| long day’s flying, and so
to them also, I say thank
you.

Thank you, too

I should like to thank,
particular, those in Air-
India who spent days and
| nights in the last two weeks
’ in rebuilding the old lady
| outside and making her
look as attractive as she
does. Few people know
that a day before she came
here she was crashed, not
by myself, and so some
more hours of day and
night work had to be put
in, in order to make her
reach here a day before I
took off for Karachi. 1
would like to thank them
all for their work and the
excellent job that they did.
| I must, of course, thank
Mr. Ghosh, the owner of
this plane which belongs to
Associated Airworks, Cal-
cutta.  They very kindly
put this plane at our dis-
posal, being the only one
available.

I should like to thank,
of course, the Flying Club
who have made these pre-
mises available and Mr.
Adi Wadia in particular who

lin
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allowed me to wuse his
Club’s aircraft which en-
abled me in double quick
time to renew my licence
last week.

Puss Moth to Boeing

I would like finally
thank the public, who, aid-
ed and abetted by th
Maharajah, have
airline what it is
built it up from
Moth to the i
day.

This sl

very much to look

to ngw, but this
occasim*opc. which
all look forward to
30 years. I will
re for much of
30 years I expect,
ost of the boys and
4 the girls in Air-In-
will be. And T can only
wish that when they look 30
ears back to the Air-India
of today with the pride and
the glory of their then fleet
of, God knows what, su-
personics,  possibly space
ships. they will look back
to this day and to the
Bozings that we have to-
day, and the operations
that we perform today,
with the same fecling that
I am looking back. If
they can look at it in the
same way. it will mean that
during the next 30 years
the progress made by Air-
India will be at least as
great as it has been from
the early days of 1932,

And so, thank you very
much ladies and gentlemen.
I am sorry again for hav-
ing delayed you. 1 hope
you were properly fed and
it is not my fault if you
could not be properly re-
freshed!

I should like, just to
mention two people who
were in the original photo-
graph when T handed over
the mail, one was Mr.
Nusserwanji  Gazdar and
the other was my wife.
I am very happy to see
Nusserwanji again and |
do hope when we do the
50th  Anniversary flight.
the three of us shall be
around.

Honoured

In closing, T must thank
with great gratitude and a
feeling of being honoured.
the Chief Minister of Maha-
rashtra who has very kindly
written me a letter of con-
gratulations, greetings and
encouragement. I must
say that similarly at Ah-

| medabad, T got a very nice

letter from Dr. Jivraj
Mehta, the Chief Minister
of Gujarat.

Thank you, ladies and

gentlemen. I hope we can
have some tea now.
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OUR MINISTER’S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT
OF PAKISTAN

Your Excellency,

As you are probably
aware, Shri J. R. D. Tata,
Chairman of the Air India
Corporation, proposes to re-
enact on the 15th October,
1962 that adventurous flight

which he undertook 30
years ago in a ‘small Puss
Moth aircraft carrying

mails between Karachi and
Madras, thereby inaugurat-
ing the first airmail service
of undivided India.

During the 30 years that
have elapsed, civil aviation
has registered tremendous
progress in India and Paki-
stan and the part played by
Shri Tata in such advance-
ment in India initially as
Chairman of the Tata Air-
lines and presently as Chair-
man of the nationalised
Air-India Corporation is too
well known. It is befitt-
ing, therefore, that Shrj
Tata should take the initia-
tive in re-enacting
momentous flight in a re-
conditioned Puss Moth on
the 15th Octobel
starting from Kar: 5
erstwhile capital. I

ther progress
ment in the

aviation. T hope
join me iIn wishi
Tata all success
courag flight and long
years o ontinuedh, service

of 1 avia-

ellency, the
my highest

urs  sincerely,
- Jagjiwan Ram.
E. Field Marshal

amed Ayub Khan.
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FROM PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT

Your Excellency,

May T take the liberty to send you through Mr J. R. D.
Tata, Chairman of the Air India Corporation, my greet-
ings and good wishes to you and your people on the oc-
casion of the 30th anniversary of the first flight of mails
and express the hope for the further progress and well

being of your people.

PRESIDENT OF INDIA

GUJARAT C.M.’S MESSAGE
TO MR. Y. B. CHAVAN

My dear Shri Yeshwant-
raoji,

I have great pleasure in
greeting you on this memo-
rable day on which 30 years
ago Shri J. R. D. Tata, the
first Indian Pilot, flew in
his one engined aircraft
from Karachi to Bombay via
Ahmedabad. Much water
has flown under the bridge
since that day. Big strides
have been made in the field
of aviation and Shri Tata's
contribution in this field as
in other fields has been re-
markable. It is a nice
thought on the part of Shri
Tata to have decided to re,
peat the flight in an almo,
identical way. Opnce ag:
I convey my gre
you through him.

|

that |

SIR WILLIAM HILDRED’S
GREETINGS I

FLN THREE NK2289
CHANDLER ARIZ 55 20
456P MST LT J R TATA
CHATRMAN AIR INDIA
BOMBAY WARM CON-
GRATULATIONS ON RE

mmercial and Civil
His feat was an
which recreated

of commercial
It
indeed commendable
or J. R. D. to have under-
taken it.

I reciprocate your greet-
ings.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

Sd -

(Y. B. Chavan)

SOLO FLIGHT
BOMBAY WHIC!

E HAVILLAND CHAIRMAN GREETS
MR. J. R. D. TATA

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR EXCELLENT
LEOPARD MOTH FLIGHT FROM KARACHI TO
BOMBAY MARKING THE THIRTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF YOUR PIONEERING FLIGHT
WHICH OPENED THE WAY FOR INDIAS FINE
NET WORK OF AIR SERVICES IN DEVELOP-
MENT OF WHICH YOU HAVE PERSONALLY
DISPLAYED SUCH REMARKABLE INITATIVE
AND ENERGY. I AM SORRY THAT WE COULD
NOT FIND YOU A PUSS MOTH. ALL IN DE
HAVILLAND JOIN ME IN SENDING YOU BEST
WISHES FOR CONTINUED HEALTH AND
HAPPINESS AND OUR GREETINGS ALSO TO
ALL YOUR COLLEAGUES WHOSE TEAM SPIRIT
SETS AN EXAMPLE TO THE OPERATING IN-
DUSTRY. GEOFFREY DE HAVILLAND.

Yours sincerely,
sd- S. Radhakrishnan

i FROM PAKISTAN PRESIDENT

Dear President,
! It was most kind of you
\ to have sent your greetings
1 and good wishes to me
| to the people of Pal
on the occasion of the
anniversary of
flight of mails.
take this oppor

| press
consideral

for you aj
of I

the people

kind ards,
Yo sincerely,
o Ayub Khan,

Five

MESSAGE FROM BOAC
Brought by

SIR FREDERICK TYMMS,

BOAC were personall,

the inauguration
Tata Air Lines
Madras airmail
Sir Frederick Ty!
flew from Eng

purpose.

nisatiqgns in the carriage of
the *il between Europe
and India, which has exist-

ed since 1932, BOAC attach
h value to the closer
tnership i now
exists between them in
the BOAC, AIR-INDIA and
QANTAS Pool. By the co-
ordination and rationalisa-
tion of schedules and the
sharing of services on the
route, this partnership eli-
minates wasteful competi-
tion and brings commercial
benefits to all the partners
with corresponding benefits
to the travelling public.
BOAC express the hope
that the partnership will
grow in strength and im-
portance with this progress
of Air-India in the future.

BOAC CHAIRMAN GREETS OUR CHAIRMAN

BOARD OF BOAC WISHES ME EXPRESS
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO AIR INDIA
ON OCCASION YOUR THIRTIETH ANNIVER-
SARY TOGETHER WITH BEST WISHES YOUR
FUTURE PROSPERITY AND SUCCESS STOP
GROWTH AND PROGRESS ACHIEVED FROM
DAYS OF PUSS MOTH TO ESTABLISHMENT
OF WORLD AIRLINE WITH BOEING 707S UN-
DER YOUR INSPIRING LEADERSHIP COM-
MANDS RESPECT OF WHOLE INDUSTRY AND
MAKES US PROUD OF OUR ASSOCIATION
WITH YOU WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS
— MATTHEW SLATTERY.

SIR HUDSON FYSH
(Chairman of Qantas)
FOR JEH TATA STOP
TO YOU AND YOUR
BOARD CONGRATULA-
TIONS FROM QANTAS
DIRECTORATE ON THIR-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF AIR INDIA AND EX-
TRAORDINARY PRO-
GRESS WHICH HAS BEEN
MADE REGARDS HUDSON
FYSH.

MR. NANJAPPA
Dear Mr. Tata,

I am very glad to learn
that you will re-enact your
historic Karachi-Ahmeda-
bad-Bombay flight on the
15th October, 1962, to com-
memorate its 30th Anniver-
sary. For us in the Post
Office, this marks an im-
portant event in mail trans-
portation as for the first
time mails were given air-
lift between these stations
by an Indian Airline. Later,
this service was extended
to Madras. It would, there-
fore, be no exaggeration to
say that you are mainly
responsible for the develop-
ment of our internal air-
mail communications sys-

|

tem. On_this. memorable oc-
casion, I take the oppor-
tunity of conveying my
personal good wishes and
those of the P. & T. Depart-
ment to you.
Yours sincerely,
Sd|- V. Nanjappa.
D.G.P.&T.

AIR MARSHAL ENGINEER’S
GREETINGS
My dear Jeh,

ThirLyA years is a large
chunk in  ones lifetime.
But one always looks back
to the good old times and
tov the hectic period in
aviation — a period to which
we both belong.

I will remember your
pioneering efforts and I am
_glad that you are re-enact-
ing the whole scene. I say
this for several reasons but
mainly because people for-
get so easily in our dear
land.

Well done Jeh! This is
my personal congratulations
& I wish you still greater
laurels.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,
Aspy.
P.S. As you can imagine,
I am keeping somewhat
busy these days'!
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Give Your Mite (o Defence

KFund : Minister’s Appeal

HE Minister of Transport & Communications, |
Shri Jagjivan Ram has issued the following
message to all those working in his Ministry.

Besides this wave of en-
thusiasm in work and out-
put, donations in cash and
kind, pledges aglow with

T this grim hour of na- = hours on end so that in- | devotion to the country, are

tional crisis created by = coming supplies  could literally pouring in. Many
unprovoked and  ruthless | move rapidly and our ex- & time. I have been moved
Chinese aggression, there | ports and imports could be | DY the exuberance of emo-
has been an unprecedented | handled expeditiously. Simi- | ton  displayed  in  these
upsurge of patriotic feeling | lar instances of indefati- | donations. A humble
all over the country. ‘Hour | gable spirit and hard work & Worker. hardly able to
of test and trial has come’ | continuously for renty | cke out an existence with

his low pay. donates with

this idea has gripped - L 1
a beaming face his entire

S 1P hours at one stretch have
the mind of every citizen.

been put in by the staff

An  atmosphere * vibrant | responsible for installation | $alary for the Motherland.
with overwhelming excite- ' and maintenance of tele- | Here is a gold ornament
ment and firm determina- | communication.  Installa- | the only gold in  the
tion to undergo any | tion works. which in nor- | family. offered for ihe
amount of suffering and | mal times. would have @ Service of the country; yel
sacrifice for our beloved | aken months to complete, another ‘small sum, _the
country prevails.  The | ‘were accomplished  within entire savings of a worker
floodgates of our nation’s ‘ weeks. Pilots and aircraft | [0r  purchasing ~woollen
creative energy have been | mechanics, worked day | clothes is donated for the
thrown open.  The need ‘ and night to complete a Jawans on the front and
of the hour is uppermost | given task. which could @ the donor decides to man-
in every one’s mind. The | normally take three to four = "¢ the winter with his old
whole “nation has been | weeks. Our staff of Over- | SWeater. Here comes a
roused and everyone is | seas Communications are | Yoluntary offer from the
enthused with one supreme | handling five times the | “Workers of a workshg
sentiment  of saving the | ycual (raflic  with com. | '©  Work —on  Sunda
honour and integrity of | mendable efficiency and | 0d holidays and to
our country at all costs. cheerful spirit. The spirit | tribute their earning
is junc 4 in | of freedom and love of our | the National Defence Fun

At this juncture and in : Such instances are many
this tense  atmosphere, | country have enkindled the | 0% o 2
every one has to contri- | fire of |nexha_u.~;uAhlc en- .
bute his mite to strengthen | €rgy and capacity in all of Be it constru

the hands of our fighting = us. May this fire remain | roads and river

forces on the front = ablaze and urge us on to | or loading and
Modern warfare is not | more and more productive | of cargo a
limited to the actual | and purposeful work. or installa nain-

battle-ground, but it spreads

far and wide. The sustain- | gue chairman signing an original flignt

ing force and  strength carried 30 years ago. (see facing
come from every corner of |
the nation’s activity. In |

times of emergency like this,
the role of Transport and
Communications is  very
vital. The network of
efficient and well-maintain-
ed communications is the
very life-line of our fighting
forces. The importance of
transporting arms, am-
munition and  reinforce-
ments can hardly be over-
emphasised. A little de-
Jay, a small omission, an
apparently innocuous short-
coming may bring about
far-reaching consequences, |
Engaged in a battle of liff
and death as we are, there |
can hardly be any question
of any slackness in o
work. Operations in v
ous spheres of a
connected  with
and communications ha
to be efficient and expedi
tious.

I, however, fi
staff have
spontaneo
call

tenance  of  telecommuni-
cation lines in difficult and
precipitous terrain or carry-
ing mails to inaccessible,
difficult  and  dangerous
places — all these are to
be geared up to meet the
cmergency.  Work  and
more work to enhance the
output both in fields and
factories, in offices and
woerkshops, should become
our ever blazing slogan.
Our workers, spread out in
every ncok and corner of
the country, over sea,
and road, should becq
enviable specimens of
gleminded  devOic

their work.

Efficient and

hearten the
front. and

larg convey
my to all the
St rs. where-

boats or
steamers or
ing in air or float-
ers and sea, mov-
owded trucks and
transports or work-

ng in solitude of light-
uses, on the telegraph
poles or decks of Port-

docks, conveying mails in
trains or on foot, trans-

30th ANNIVERSARY [SSUE

12 messdge
ircless,
d

n

by wires
constructing
bridges or
factories or
hops.  The  country
today, as never be-
your unsparing ardu-
s efforts,  your ever
awake vigilance and your
whole-hearted devotion to
your duty and motherland,
to face this gigantic chal-
lenge that has confronted
us.

I wish you ever-in-
creasing  indomitable  will
and  courage and in-

exhaustible fund of energy
and capacity to rise to the
occasion and make your
much-needed valuable con-
tribution towards our ulti-
mate victory in this hour
of ¢

JAI HIND

The G.M. greeting the Chairmay on arrival at Juhu

Below: Mrs.

Patel and Mrs.

Tata with the Chairman.
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Commemorative Flight Covers-
1932 and 1962

3,700 Commemorative Covers were issued on
Octcber 15, 1962. The covers were defaced with a
special cachet at Karachi. The Postmaster General
of Bombay took delivery of the covers from the
Chairman. The covers were date-stamped at Bombay
and sold at 25 nP. each.

On October 15, 1932 Tata Sons Ltd., issued first
flight covers to commemorate the first scheduled
Air Service in India.

postal peon with mail bags which the Chairman
cd from Karachi to Bombay on the inaugural flight
October 15, 1932,

s AHMEDABAD - »

o W
AW FIRST FLIGHT P
W st ocT 1832 %

[ AaIrR-INDIA

\ , 30""ANNIVERSARY

(9 3]
@y 157 OCT. 1962 N
%, \®

”‘,Mnnanv& Lo

Vs o (left)y First Flight cover issued on
Then & Now: Oct. 15, 1932. The name and

address on the cover were written by the late Nevill Vintcent
himself. The cover bears the Signatures of Mr. J. R. D.
Tata. The proud owner of this historic cover is Mr. Ben-
jamin of IAC. Below: The commemoralive cover issued on
| October 15, 1962.

= |
v e Q

),

OCTOBER 15

Mr. S. K. Kooka,
Commercial Director,

AIR-INDIA,
\ Mahatma Gandhi Road,
/4 BOMBAY, INDIA.

OCTO%R 15 1862

‘ RANDIA THIRTIETH




2 T 30th ANNIVERSARY [SSUE
3 Macgic CARPET .
EiGut

L 30" Anniversary P : i

PUSS MOTH OCT.15 1932 L)
BOEING 707 OCT.15 1962 éﬁ




30th ANNIVERSARY 1SSUF MaGic CARPET NINE




TEN MaGic CARPET 30th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

From Apprentice
To Stores Chief

NE.\T Lo om Chairman‘w After much persuasion
J: R Tata, | on is part and on Sir
Vithal Go\'md Gadgil has | Sorabji's recommendation,
spent the longest time in | he was taken on as an un-
Air-India and the story of | paid apprentice by the new
our airline is in a large mea- | company. With a tenacity
sure, the story of his own | which is characteristic of
professional life, him, h2 hung on and learnt
E about the mechanism of
No one at first sight | flying machines by tinker-
would imagin2 that Mr. ing with them on the
(‘adgn has played a key ground,
role’ in a romance that
has set the aviation world It was a long struggle,
talking. And yet, that i: but young Gadgil's per-
how he has spent 30 of severance and skill finally
52 years. won him acceptance from
his superiors and he often
flew as a flight mechanic
to Mr. J. R. D. Tata and
the late Nevill Vintcent.

In 1934, he was given a
scholarship by the Govern-
ment of India for Wireless
Operator's training in Cal-
cutta.  Along with it, he
took flying l2ssons private-

ly at the Bengal Flying

Club and paid for them out I HE 86 oLD LA AKES
of his meagre earnings.

He returned from Calcutta '
with a first class W. O. and H

his  Pilot's Licence. In

1935, he also qualified for

his  AME. Licence. In .

1939, h2 was made Engine The VT-AKH arrived ' Airworks at m
ISht’l’ P‘lm‘en;;ﬂn- Threse years | in Bombay from Cal- | Airpo pre-
ater, he became Superin- cutta on October 11, | sent

tendent of the Power Plant
Overhaul Shop. In 1947, | 1962. She was treate

Coaxed and Cajoled

Unlike our giant rugged
jets. the Leopard Moth is
| a wooden plane with fabric
| covering. except for the

Mr. V. G. Gadgil he was  promoted to | with all the respect an front ion forward of
Superintendent, Mainten- | ecare due to an old cabin door

Born in 1910 at Shirol, a i f~
near Kolhapur, Mr. Gadgil | sion. |Ilnnt.1:;)115s15t.10|1::l)beg|l;,],c . of the age of the
graduated  from  Nagpur | Assistant Engineering | pard Moth by our en;
University with a B.S¢. ' Manager, eventually be- neers in Calcutta and
degree in  Physics and | coming Engineering  Mana- >
Mathematics. He joined 2 | gor in 1958. In 1960, he BoOmbay.

newspaper office, but his | wag appointed Controller of
role thers did not satisfy | Stores and Purchases. VT - AKH was e in our own country.
factured by the D not healthy. So were the

him. He wanted to do
f‘r"m;‘h‘:?g ;‘_}g&”{l‘;' B4 Lr:ﬁﬁlsdex':bm:clls Mre"lé';?;’l; land  Aircraft ; T-AKH was hangared | stern post and the longer-
he could fly an aeroplan=?  has refreshed himself with | Mid-thirties b a.  Dum Dum Airport | ons at the rear portion of
But alas! Flying meant many technical courses in | tO Indla where a preliminary survey | the fuselage. The dete-
oney L. money: wds :if;idU‘;S-:th;lm;'i\li‘rcrg; utl- | Ni and scrutiny of its history | rioration of timber in these
i . the Buot iidinn: atatf to: Be was carried out on August | areas was the result of long
17 and 18. It was report- | periods of inactivity of the
ed by its owners to be in | airplane and the effect of
a flyable condition.  But | humidity and tropical con-

oths in the world | pillar and the engine
maybe not even | mount supports, which are
n — and it was | Of tubular steel. The con-
¢ of good fortune | dition of plywood on the
wings and the fuselage and
the stabiliser surfaces was

few Leo- ' the

z
o
1
e
8
Ly
o
]
=
5}

So, one day when he read | gent for training to Ameri-

a small news item that | ca when Air- di i
Tata’s intended to start an | ¢, sta.:t in';::-‘,.‘: t‘,‘ff;,dﬁ‘}

airline - the first in our | gnerations =4 o < 19 3 f
country __. he threw up | CPcrations. ’ It | preliminary inspection re- | ditions ‘under which it re-
everything, obtained a letter The Gadgils have thre vealed that it required com- | mained idle over many

of introduction from Sir | children. A daughter, 48 a S 4 ars. oC i -
Sorabii Mehta  (Generel | dhya fwhe qooghierd Wallace & | plete overhaul and very | years. According to thz

Manager of Empress Mills, | office in Geneva . for : utlta. but was ‘ careful examination of the | log, the aircraft had a total
Nagpur) to Mr. J. R. D. | years) and two s d hv Associated | wooden structure. | time in the air of 2425
Tata and left for Bombay | Devendera, who i

in August 1932, a couple of | sent in London studyi

months before Tata Air- | be an Engineer, and
lines operated their first | prakash, who attends
scheduled flight in India. | School.

Photographed at the Engine Overhanl Shop of
Poona are V. G. Gadgil. R. Fcrnund.'s anddi
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hours and had flown little | engine and its accessories belly. The airplane settled
over 400 hours during the | were completely stripped =~ down almost on its sides.
past nine years, its last | for inspection. The Instru- = its starboard ~ wing  lip
flight being in April 1961. ments and Radio equip- touching the ground.
ment were brought to Bom- And Tears
Cof A bay and overhauled in our
In order to restore the Ancillary Overhaul Divi-
aircraft to “Certificate of | sion.
Airworthiness™  status, it
was necessary o strip it
completely and replace all
plywood  and affected
spruce wood members and

This sight brought tears
to the eyes of many who
had given their best to

On the evening of Oclo-  meer the deadline. The,
ber 1, the aircraft was pull- | sun had already st by
ed out of the hangar and | this time and the Leopard
its engine was given a brief | was on its way back to its
5 around test of 15 minutes. | den, over a couple of milies
renovate all glued joints | The next couple of days | of concrete and grass, this
which showed signs of de- | \ore spent in installation of | time not under its own
terioration.  These were | vl F. Radio communi- | power, but limping on
inspected by a represent- | cqqion and A.D.F. equip- | crutches, and coaxed and
ative of Ms. De Havilland | eng  and  giving  final = carried by  affectionate
Aircraft Co. who came oul  (gyches to the paintwork | /ands. -
from England. etc.

Wood Work Test Flown

Good News

Next morning brought
The work of rep On October 4. it was in its wake the good news
overhaul and renovation | taxi-tested and test flown that a complete new land-
was taken in hand during | in the evening by an As- | [INg gear was available in a
the first week of Septem- | sociated Airworks' pilot. | local firm only a few mil:
ber. The repair of tim- | It came in to land after from Dum Dum. T'"S di
ber work was carried ' completion of a successful = COVErY cheered everybody.

: - A close inspection of the
Mr. P. D. Baliwala, Chief Inspector, Santa Cru and  aircraft also revealed ex-
Mr. Neville of our London office, who specially flew 0 | tangive damage to the
Calcutta to examine the woodwork of Leopard Moth. fuselage belly structers and

a compression shake on
the rear spar of the star-
board wing. From then
| on many a weary eye had
! little rest until the airplane,
took off from Dum Dum
on its ferry flight
bay on the
October 10 wi
| new *Certificate
| worthiness™ in its doc
ket.

. The rest,
| is history.

out under the supervision | and clean test flight, when *.

of our London-based En- | suddently, on touch down i
gineer, Mr. Neville, who | on the Dum Dum runway,
was a DeHavilland em- | it swung sharply to thg
ployee in the early thir- | left. ran off the runwa
tees. The work of over- | did a ground Op  a
hauling the entire airplans | came to rest “6n
was carried out jointly by | ground, almes
Associated Airworks and | from view in
a batch of our own techni- | of tall grass. Its 1
cians who were sent to Dum | ing gear was
Dum for the purpose. The | folded under,

0 ‘mechanics,
midnight  oil,
thanks to them
“old lady” was in
ying trim two days
before the historic
flight.

cessessescsssanas
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the press

@hc@imzs o@n‘ﬁm Oct. 16, 1962
TATA RE-ENACTS 30-YEAR-OLD DRAMA

IN IDYLLIC SETTING

O the cheers of hundreds
of aviation enthusiasts,
Mr. J. R. D. Tata, the pioneer
of commercial aviation in
India, made a smooth land-
ing in a Leopard Moth at
Juhu aerodrome on Monday
afternoon, thus repeating
his historic Karachi-Bom-
bay flight with air mail 30
years ago.

The one-engine plane
touched down at 430 p.m.
and slowly taxied towards a
beautifully decorated
miana to the strains of the
“Anniversary Waltz'' play-
ed by the Navy band.

DISTINGUISHED
GATHERING

It was a perfect setting.
A Burmah-Shell cart drawn
by two bullocks, a veteran
postman and half a dozen
one-engine planes parked
on the aerodrome revived
the atmosphere of the days
when the first air mail ser-
vice arrived there from
Karachi on October 15, 1932.

Present at the aerodrome
were Sir Frederick Tymms,
a former director-general
of Civil Aviation in India,
who specially came from
London with Lady Tymms
to greet Mr. Tata on behalf

of British Overseas Air-
ways Corporation, Mr. R. N.
Kaul, director-general of

Civil Aviation in India, Mr.
Joachim Alva, M. P. and
a member of the business
advisory committee of Adr-
India, and Dr. Jal Pdtel,
honorary physician to the,
Union President.

The large crowd at dhe
aerodrome anxiously Mﬂ‘»
ed Mr. Tata's
news had earlier co
Karachi that the radi
phone of the tiny plane had
developed trouble.
actually delayed the take-of
from Karachi | )y about t\vo
hours. And recepfion
organised, for Tatavat
Ahmed: Ipaer me  also
disturbed" schedule.

yTata‘arr ive

n geé Shours behind
s%d le. wovered the
Karaghi-Ahmedabad-Bombay
run i), seven flying hours.

elaborate buffzt lunch

d planned as part
of the aerodrome reception
for ) Mr. ata. As his

sha- |

arrival was delayed, the in-
vitees had to go through
the lunch part of the pro-
gramme without him.

Wearing a
bush-shirt and flint-grey
trousers, Mr. Tata smiled
happily as he alighted from
the plane. Mr. B. R. Patel,
general manager of Air-
India, was the first to gar-
land him. Representatives
of Air Corporation’s Em-
ployees’ Unions and differ-
ent airlines offered him
bouquets. Mrs. Tata, dress-
ed in a white sari, and Mr.

light-grey

| Tata's many friends crowd-

“at Juhu |

ed round him offering him
their felicitations.

“OLD LADY” &
“OLD PILOT”
Mr. Tata told a represen-
tative of this paper that the
“old lady (Leopard Moth)

behaved very well with the
old pilot.”
that

The 30 years had

gress had if§ disadvaptages.
Thirty yeafs ago thi§ eould
not happen

, \because there
was no radie

passed since his inaugural

flight did not appear to have spéakingin a voice chok-
made any difference to the | ed/With fdemotion, he said
58-year-old pioncer of Indian | he{Was m’erv\'llelmed by the
civil aviation in hand’ wal given to
the plane that has, lon;.!&‘hlm )‘ﬁ' large gather-
gone out of vogue. dng, Was very much

In sheer admiration foh
the tiny aircraft, he gar<
landed it and posed for a
photograph standi ‘beside
the plane. “The gld lady 1§

| good for another flight
he\remark-

after 30 years,”
ed.

Addressifig the gathering
in the sh@iiniana, M@ Tata
said that, for some ‘‘Obscure

reason,” the) radio Jof the
planesghad up. It
proVed that teehmical pro-

ECONOMIC TIMES-Ocf)i6, 1962

A WEMORABLE FLIGHT

One
which
the,

dozgf

to (@dmire" more-
piogeering (@iort
of thirty® years ago,
when gMr. “Tata flew a
cloth, and 3\’003'3}155 Moth
frofl Kargehi to¥ Bombay
\\m:l;put the' delp of radio
Tun-way, ow the present
mmmmoxauvc flight, us-
thae 8ame primitive con-
ions,{'re-enacting the
sam@hexciting drama at en
age when professional pilots
ght shudder to undertake
al flight — let alone
o—in an up-to-date plane
th all the modern scien-
ftific appliances and safety
devices. The earlier ex-
ploit helped to start air
transport in the country, an
organisation which today
has grown into one of the
best and most modern in
the world. The second re-
flects a degree of skill and
daring equal to any display-
ed by men in the early days
of air travel, men who have
now taken their place in
the history of world avia-
tion. Mr. Tata should be a
unique man in onz respect-
twice in a single life-time

‘mob, Knew™ he has brought his secret

boyhood dreams to life.

Today Mr. Tata should be
justly proud of the scale
and dimension which the air
company he helped to
found thirty years ago has
achieved. Air-India carries
at the moment men and
cargo to five continents,
has 77 offices in 21 differ-
ent countries, employs on
its staff a little less than
than 6,000 men and women,
belonging to 40 nationali-
ties. In the year for which
the latest figures are avail-
able it had a turnover of
over Rs. 22 crores. What
is even more noteworthy is
the fact that when so many
of the world famous air
lines have run into trouble,
Air-India made a profit of
about Rs. 39 lakhs (1961-62),
a remarkable tribute to the
sound basic principles on
which business is conducted.
Statistical figures alone
never tell the whole story.
It is, therefore, necessary
to add that Air-India has
always maintained a high
level of comfort and cour-
tesy in its -service, that its

Targer than that present at
his“fikst flight.

W The “present flight which
he had made solo, had been
unéventful, except for the
radio trouble. It had been,
however, smooth because of
“the poise and decorum of
an old lady like the Leopard
Moth."

Mr. Tata sald it was diffi-
cult to explain why he had
undertaken such a flight.
Personally, he felt it was

safety record has been ex-
cellent, and its operational
efficlency szcond to none.

With all this achievement
to its credit, there is not
the slightest disposition to
rest on one's oars.
moment Air-India is engag-
ed in a concentrated effort
to increase the life-span of
its planes, to lower main-
tenance costs through a
more efficient utilisation of
its components, For this
purpose it is building a jet
over-haul shop and test
house, the first of its kind
in Asia. All this might be
necessary for other reasons
too. In such an uncertain
field as air transport, one
that is subject to sudden
and revolutionary changes
w2 can never be certain
what unpleasant shocks the
future could hold. Super-
sonic travel may be upon
us while we are still strug-
gling with the problems of
the sub-sonic era. If ever
the time comes to cut out
losses, we should make cer-
tain that the losses we are
asked to cut are at least
financially bearable.

At the |
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important for one in whose
life flying and aviation had
played a prominent part.
Apart from sentimental rea-
sons, it was to “dramatise
an event which has meant
much to me and has been
of some importance iny
India’s economic  renaisf
sance.

He had chosen to
act the flight in the
Moth, he explained,
home to the xlmp
India that
built
beginnings.

re-en-

of
thingsfigould be
from absurdly small

Looking at the
Moth, it sgémed incredible
that the [fPresent girlines
could be Qperating ) such
a differentQUfield andl with
such differeng jequipfent.

The chairman of Air-In-
di@@¥said that the flight had

necalled bit{@p sweet me-
of theé past'"—the
late Mr. Nevill

Vintéent had played in the
enikerprisey T dedicated
thighflight to them.”

After an hour’s halt at
Jub@' aerodrome, Mr. Tata
a took off in the Leo-
pard Moth for Santa Cruz
airport. The tiny plane was
then parked beside a giant

Air-India Boeing 707,

‘ The Chief Ministers of
Maharashtra and Gujarat
sent congratulatory mess-
ages on his successful Kar-
achi - Ahmedabad - Bombay
flight.

AHMEDABAD HALT

“The Times of India” News
Service
AHMEDABAD,
15: The 1938
pard Moth,
J. R.

October
model Leo-
piloted by Mr.
Tata arrived
at Ahmedabad aerodrome at
12.55 p.m. today en route to
' Bombay from Karachi.

Mr. Tata spent about 20
minutes at the aerodrome
| and picked up four special
latters written by the Go-
vernor, the Chief Minister,
the Mayor and the Post-
master-General of Gujarat
to their counterparts in
Bombay.
Mr. Tata,
cheerful, said he
‘‘'very uneventful
His plane
over two

who  looked
had a
flight."”
was delayed by
hours at Karachi
because the radio equip-
ment in it had developed
trouble.

The weather today was
about the same as it was
30 years ago when he made
the first flight from Karachi
to Bombay, he said.

A large number of people,

including the Air-India
manager at Ahmedabad,
! Mr. J. Balaporia, and the

Inspector-General of Police,
Mr. J. D. Nagarwala, were
present at the aerodrome to
greet Mr. Tata.

Mr. Gurubachan Singh of
Burmah-Shell flew in spe-
cially from Delhi to refuel
the Leopard Moth here.

P.TI. adds: Mr. Guru-
bachan Singh served Mr.
Tate's flight 30 years ago
at Karachi. He was spe-
cially brought today to Ah-
medabad from Delhi for the
purpose.

Mr. Tata carried about
3,700 commemorative letters
from Karachi to Bombay.

Karachi: President Ra-
dhakrishnan and President
Ayub Khan have exchanged
messages of greetings
the occasion of the 30th
anniversary today of the
first flight of mails in the
Indo-Pakistani  sub-contin-
| ent.—P.T.L

L 4

)



30th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

Ariel
SUNDAY
STANDARD

Me°
the

are there. The same‘
challenge has set
sailing the seven
and riding the air.

The name of Tata con-
jures up industry but it also
spells imagination. Mr. J.
R. D. Tata, who on October
15 re-flew in a Leopard‘
Moth the route he blazed
30 years ago with a Puss
Moth on the first air mail
flight from Karachi to Bom-
bay, will probably be re-
membered in the years to
come more as an air pioneer |
than as an industrialist.
The air was his first lova, |
and the love lingers.

Tata has a
tidy mind. Hi
success stemns
largely from
meticulous at-
tention to de-
tail. A tie
set awry on
an
ward's  shirt
front irks him
as much as a
picture hung
crookedly on
wall irritates a house-
wife. He is almost feminine
in his fastidiousness and [
likes to have things just so.
But with monumental in-
dustry Tata combines im-
agination and, what is more
rare, courage.

It nceded imagination and
courage for a man of 58 to
hazard a flight in an an-
tediluvian plane just to
prove again that it could
be done. Of such stuff is
Lhe spirit of adventure which
impels men to climb moun-
tains, rove the Arctic wa-
and challenge the air.

T wrote of his friend,
Captain Scott, who died in
an attempt to reach the
South Pole: “So Scott and
his comrades emerge out of
the white immensities al-
ways young.”

Tata is 58. But he is ob-
viously as young as he f2els.

INDIAN EXPRESS
Chapter in Aviation

IONEERS throughout his-

tory have blazed a
trail but it is very rarely
that a pioneer after th
lapse of three decades has
an opportunity of doing a
repeat performance in ecir
cumstances sufficiently dra-
matic to highlight both achi
evementsA In

. J. R. D. Tata
eved what might be ac
ed as a Double First. O
enough the two
called for the sa
ties-—courage al
tion, and
cessful repeat

tains

a

is the era
ton-serviced

on:
a means of transport has
d the test of time. The

POONA PACT

g W the Posna Pact, S
Vanid —

Tatas’ Air Mail
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n cffcisl or non-ot

The Statesmun  Oct. 16, 1932

ARRIVAL IN BOMBAY
Chief Pilot Takes Over

Charge
Bombay Oct. 15.

HL first Karachi-Madras
-mail plane piloted by
J R. D, Tata arrived al
Juhu Aecrodrome at 1.50
p.m. Mr. Tata was given a
hearty reception by a large
and distinguished gathering
and congratulated on the
success which the enter-
prise has so far achieved.
Mr. N. Vinteant, Chief
Pilot of Mls. Tata & Sons
took off at 2 p.m., the ma-
chine carrying mails from
Bombay to Madras.
sides packets which
Tata brought from Karachi
Mr. Vintcent is carrying
three other packets from
Bombay one to Bellary an-
other to Madras and ti
to places bzyond Madra

“I had a delightful flight
from Karachi to Bombay
despite headwinds all along
th2 route till T reached
Ahmedabad and the result
was although my Puss Moth
plane has a cruising spzed
of 100 miles an hour, I was
able to have a maximum
speed of only 90 to 92 miles
an hour.” said Mr. J. R. D
Tata interviewed by the A
sociated Press on landing

Mr,

Juhu Aerodrome this after-
noon.
Mr. Tata added that ho

had a bumpy and hot flight

Leopard Moth, like her pro-
to-type, the Puss Moth, ma
be an ‘old lady" but

parently she c i

places—with
At 58, Mr.
example in
enterprise wlm‘h
ger Indians m|
emulate. He
pioneer in fi
achievement c
acknowledgme!

industrial enter-
is one thing to
ing on the map of the
it is another to im-
it on the mind of a
ntry. In our corner of
world which is India
. Tata has done both. It
is a remarkable performance.

and the only incident con-
nected with the flight was
that he killed a bird which
flew into the cabin of his
machine. After leaving
Ahmedabad he said
wind was not = bad
therafore, he was able to in-
crease this speed to a maxi-
mum of 100 miles an hour.

“Asked to explain his
opinion about the future
working of the service Mr.
Tata said “I can say this
much, that we shall try our |
best to kezp up a regular |
service and hope the public
will  support us in our |
endeavour.”

According to present ar-
rangements Mr. Vintcent,
the Chief Pilot will be in
charge of vi i
between Bombay and Mad-
ras while Mr. Bharucha the
second pilot will carry mails
between Karachi and Bom-
bay.

Mr. J. R. D. T

HIE
new
between
bad-Bombay-B
Madras  tog
morning.
and Sons
forward

inauguratit
Air Mai

in various
ies, showed
new ser-

120 1bs, of postal pac-
kets, 55 lbs. to Bombay, 47
0 Madras, 8 to Ahmedabad
and 6 to Bellary. But it is

stood that owing to
service mnot having !

Mr. J.R.D. Tata being
welcomed by well wish-
ers at Juhw acrodrome
after the arrival of the
inaugural mail flight
EKarachi/Bombay 30
years ago. (Above)
The pilot seen with his
colleague the late
Nevill Vintcent.

been sufficiently advertised
in Europe, many packets
received by the airmail at
Karachi had to be left
hind for being transported
by ordinary routes, owing
to additional two annas
stamps not having been
affixed by senders in E;

land and elsewhere. (
man mails also missed

THIRTEEN

nection and were not carri-
With these handicaps,
postbag must be
considered as a fair start.

There was a small attg
dance at the rigl

Acrodrome this mor
give a cheering sen
handsome
up moth ‘plane
pilot. The
cipality was represi
its Chief Offi
Ramasubba
present i
Narayana

of Kara
warmly sk
ail
pu
tos

plane which
tool e of minutes
earliel round gave
a fine s34 to the new
‘plane and its pilot.

Associated Press
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g s
1962

chronology
of event

Puss Moth

1932
15th October:

Karachi|Ahmedabad B o m-
bay Inaugural Flight
Pilot: Mr. J. R. D. Tata.
Bombay|Bellary/Madras
Inaugural Flight — Pilot:
Mr. Nevill Vintcent. Air-
craft fleet—2 De Havill-
and Puss Moths.

1935

Service to Trivandrum
with stops at Goa and
Cannanore. Aircraft
flaet Leopard Moths,
Puss Moths, Fox Moths
and Miles Merlin.

1936

Service extended
lombo, Aircraft
Merlin.

De Havilland Rapide
introduced on the Bom-
bay Karachi route, the
first  twin-engined  air-
craft equipped with radio,
acquired by Tata Airlines.

1937

New service to Delhi via
the Indian States of In-
dore, Bhopal and Gwalior.

to Co-
Miles

1938 ?
Emplre All-up  Airmai
scheme introduced. Tata
Airlines given the con-
tract to carry mail
brought into India

Imperial  Airways
London.

1934-36

1932

son Miller Co. of Austra-
lia. Aircraft capacity
12 seats.

Rapides and 86s re-
quisitioned by the Air
Force during war. Se-
cond-hand  Tri motor |
Stinsons purchased.

First Booking Office

opened at Churchgate Re-
clamation.

1942
Mr. Nevill Vintcent met |
with  accidental death

when his plane was shot
down over the coast of
France.

Douglas DC-2 and ’

acquired.
loaned twinengin

sons withdrawn.
Participation i
evacuation of
during the Rashid
volt

hanged from Tata
to Air-India

Moots of TWA

rom Kansas City
train India's first air
o)

1947

Flew Mrs. Pandit to Mos-
cow with India's colours
on Viking aircraft.

A new route linking
Madras with Trivandrum
via Bangalore, Coimbatore
and Cochin.

1948

8th March:

Date of incorporation of
Air-India International
Ltd.

MaaGic CARPET

16th March:
Arrival of first Constella-

1952

tion — 749 “MOGUL- 17th August—26th August:
PRINCESS" (VT-CQS) Suspension of all services
26th March: due to lay-off.
Arrival of Constellation 1St December:
— 749 “RAJPUT PRIN- Introduction of once a
CESS” (VT-CQR) week Bombay Delhi ex-
tonsion.
AL A Tth l;:::mlnr
First rovi flight to ¢ 5 e
L:}x;don-pm\mg & Introduction of a Tourist

Class service on Nairobi
route with a leased DC-4
on every alternate Sun-

26th April
Arrival of Constellation

749 “MALABAR PRIN- iy,
CESS” (VT-CQP). -

8th June: 1953
India U.K.  Route. In- o914t pebruary:
augural flight of a sche- Dusseldorf introduced as
duled  weskly  service a halt on UK. route
operated by Lockheed s i
Constellation “Malabar 23”‘ May:
Princess” from Bombay 3 Corporation Act,
to London via Cairo and l’aﬁed by Parliament.
Geneva. | 1st June:

. Bombay Delhi frequency

The event commemorated increased to twice weekly.

by the Government of

India by a special stamp | 15th June:
issue. | Air India Internationg
Corporation formed.
24th Sl‘ptemhp'r'

Frequency increased to
three flights a fortnight ‘
to London.

1st November:
Frequency increased to [
twice weekly. |

1949 [

1st January:
The year opened with an
aircraft fleet of 3 Con-
stellations with a twice
weekly service to London
via Cario and Geneva

4th September:

IndiaU.K. Route
quency of flights in
ed to 5 per fortnig] on and Nanobl Fre-
16th October: on Nairobi route
India|U.K. to twice a
quency of flight:
E ights
ed to 3 fligl 1954
of first Super
Constellation 1049 — C
JHANSI”

19th June:
Inaugural Flight of Supnr
Constallation to U.K.

| 4th July:

Proving flight to Singa-
pore with

16th July:
Inaugural flight to Singa-

1936-43

Constellation

4th July:

30th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

Rapide

Lith
Loss
PRI'\ICFSQ"
near Great
land.

[)l“

fncy on U.K. route
1 to 6 services a

nlloductwn of the “FLY-

ING RANEE' First
ass  express  service

Bom ay|Cairo London.

Introduction of halts at
Beirut and Zurich on
U.K. route.

1st October:
Operation of all flights to
U.K. with Super Con-
stellation 1049s.

15th November:
Introduction of slumber-

ettes in First Class on
1049s on U.K. route.
1956
5th November:
Frequency increased to

twice a week on Tokyo
route.

6th January:

Introduction  of 1049s
once a week on Nairobi
route,

April:
Introduction of Slumber-
ettes in First Class on

749s on Tokyo and Nai-
robi routes.
Damascus

a halt on

introduced as
U.K. route.

9 N‘IQ{IE:]AS'IA;}!I{} PRIN- %; via Madras with Prague introduced as a
7 halt. Introduction of
ovember: 25th July: 1049s on Singapore route.
5 3 i ir i /i
rvey flight to Nairobi. :I’:)}\‘/l!;f flight to Tokyo 11th June:
1950 | Arrival of Super — G
| 14th August: “RANI OF NILGIRIS"
21st January: Inaugural flight to Hong (VT-DIL).
Inauguration of Bombay- | Kong via Calcutta and | snq September:
n‘{ailrtolbi = rvice s fort- | Bangkok with 749. Proving flight to Sydney.
nightly basis via en, 4 3
16th .Nowmhor. 1957
12th March: Purchase of Dakota
Rome included as a halt freighter (VT-CGP) from  youn yanuary:
4 E yi
on the U.K. route. LAC. Introduction of 1049s on
1st June: 1955 Tokyo route.
Bombay | Nairobi | Bom- Sth April:
bay frequency increased @ 26th March: Seventh frequency to
to one service a week. Arrival of Super Con- U.K Threz Eastbound
26th July: stellation 1049-E “RANI flights via Paris. Second
Karacht  incladed a5 & g}‘;Ni CHITTOR' (VT- frl"cequcn(y through Pra-
halt on the service to N o
Nairobi. | Dakote
15th October:
Frequency increased to
four flights a week on
U.K. route.
1951
Tth April:
Reinstatement of the
fourth service to UK.
route. Paris introduced
as a halt on UK. route.
i5th November:
Duplication through Paris|
Geneva/Rome in ecach
direction.
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ment reached  between | 22nd April: |

Air-India, BOAC & Qan- Fourth l({&#: OUR FIRST AD VT.

tas. CHENJUN!

10th April: o s W i 30 YEARS AGO

Frankfurt introduced as

Stinson Tri-Motor  1942-44 a halt on U.K. service. 26th April: .
Pyovlng flight to Nairobi
1958 19th April: with 707.
ist January: Jet Inaugural flight to | 8rd May:
Frequency of Nairobi Ser- London via Cairo and Praguz New York direct
vice reduced to twice Rome. Jet service.
weekly.
4 14th May: | 4th May:

2nd January:

Astoflot Pool Agréemient “ANNAPURNA" leaves Boeing  weekly service

on her first scheduled from Bombay to Nairobi

l'ls:gn;:n;un - flight to New York from via Aden.
oth ry: Bombay via Beirut, | goth October:
All 749s withdrawn from Zurich, Paris and London. Delivgr‘;'m:t‘ Super Con-

sarvice consequent to

their sale to Messrs. .
Aeronaves de  Mexico. ”:th“;P,‘ - to UK
Operation of all services 5t requancy to e

stallation fleet to Indian
Air Force begins.

i with Boeing with three 1
.Fu\:\vth 10:98‘ extensions to New York, | 962
) RO 1049 roduced to once a

Opening of new Terminal week. Sth April:

Once weekly jet service

Building at Santa Cruz.
to Singapore and one to

29th June: 4
4th August: = . Jakarta via Madras b,
Proving flight to Moscow. 1049 on UK. (llscon(in5xet|. Comet 4 aircraft lenseﬂ
= Bombay Prague Termina- from BOAC.
15th August: tion with 1049.
Inaugural flight fmm 6th April:
Ee;]l"l]lk tio Moscow  via g4 getober: Introduction of Boeing
ashkent. Introduction of weekly =~ 707 on Moscow route.
th October: service between Bombay | g April:
Frequency to Tokyo in- — and Kuwait via Karachi  "r, quction of Comet air-
creased to thrice weekly. = and Bahrain. | craft leased from BOAC

on Kuwait route.

14th April:
€th Boezing “NANGA
PARBAT" (VT-BNZ) ar-
rives at Santa Cruz.

| ist M

ay
| Daily Bombay/New Yo
Service.
7th May
Super Constellation Introduction,
‘ Sydney rou
11th October: 5th November: | 8th Jume
Introduction of Bombay| Proving flight (Boeing) Air-India world's
Jakarta/Bombay termina- to Tokyo with VT-DJJ. | line to beco
tor service. ‘ oparator.

14th November:
» § = Inauguration of new Car- & 1st Octob
Introduction of a freighter 5 P |
service IndiaU.K [Indgia in | 89 Service — “THE FLY- Recth
& bt ING SHERPA" —_ bet-
conjunction  with M|s. ¢
Seaboard -and. ‘Western ween India and UK.
Airlines with DC-4 air-

15th November:

craft. | 1961 | 15
1959 | 25th January:
. | First Jet Inaugural fli ht of India’s & A :
st;r:ue :t;iuced o Ghtera to Tokyo vizf CalcuIg schedlﬁed air trans- Facsimile of the adver t which appeared in the
weell;?:’ i s | Bangkok and Hongk ervice. Times of India of October 17, 1932.

i3th August: |
CSA Pool Agreement
signed.

ntercontinental, world's largest and fastest long-range jet, seen on the tarmac at
Air-India became world’s first pure jet operator on June 8, 1962.

Constellation

4th October:
Damascus discoptinued
be an on-line

of secgnd Boeing
“NA DEVI”
in Bombay.

ng flight of
(VT-DJI) to

1:

1st Ap
Tripartite Pool Agree-
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On the 15th day of October 1932,

30 years ago, a Puss Moth took off from
Karachi on its flight to Bombay

via Ahmedabad. The Pilot of that
plane was a man by

the name of J.R.D. Tata.
He landed on a grass
strip at Juhu and Indian
Air Transport was

born. This was the first
scheduled air service
in our country.

Ahmedabad

Bombay

Magic CARPET

He carried no pdssengers, Because

the mails had prigkity, and Because his

i - waghot bigenough

for the capfiag@el bothl

Life wasgfsimplé thén. There were no
nwaysgmo fadiofagilitics in the aircraft
of o the gronnd. Fhere were no
preftyihostesses, afo acrodrome officers,
o airpois buildings.

ih&yPuss Mogh that made history 30
years 1
of the @ilpand the good earth lies warm
on its neble fabric and wood.

Phedfabric and wood are no more.

Beautiful metal has taken their place. And
seventy thousand pounds of thr
féve replaced the gentle power of a
hundred and thirty horses. Space has been
annihilated, the heavens s ed by

the roar of the deep throated jets that
have taken possession of the earth

and the skies. The Puss Moth is now

a giant Boeing.
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0, 11€s buried with the old stalwarts

30th ANNIVERSARY
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But the man with the flying goggles

is still here. And he who flew that aeroplane
30 years ago, has flown his company ever
since, in the cockpit, at the controls. For he
is the Chairman of his Corporation.

And the Aviation Départment of Tata Sons
is now Air-India, with 77 offices

throughout the world, with 5,800 faithful
men and women of 40 nationalities, who
help to fly the flag of India from Moscow to
Sydney, from Tokyo to New York.

And as the 30 candles flicker on our cake,
we express our gratitude to those who

have dedicated their lives to the cause of
Indian Aviation.

And to you dear passenger, to you our
agent friends, and to you our well-wishers,
we say, thank you for everything—for

our 30 years are your 30 years.

National House, 6, Tulloch Road, Bombay - 1. BR.




