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Through the ages, artists and artisans have been sponsored and fostered by
Royalty, Aristocracy and the Church. In India too, many a craft and school of
art developed and blossomed due to religious and royal patronage.

The empires of old are no more and the princes of vestervear have faded
away as patrons of the Arts. But Art is still a living vital force and this has
created a new class of art collectors.

Museums, industrial corporations, banks, insurance companies, and millio-
naire collectors are increasingly becoming art patrons, with determined acumen
and magnificently rewarding returns, both aesthetic and financial.

Air-India is justifiably proud to be a prominent art patron in India.

The Air-India Collection had its beginning about twenty-five years ago, with
the acquisition of a set of six water-colours by a young contemporary painter.
These were reproduced on a series of menu cards and used on our inter-
national flights.

The success of this experiment led to further and continuous purchases of
both contemporary and traditional Indian art — a sustained and discriminating
acquisition of items from various sources.

Today, the Collection comprises nearly 3000 art objects ranging from con-
temporary masterpieces of painting, sculpture and ceramics by aclaimed
veterans as well as promising newcomers, to curios, antigues and traditional
objets d'art in stone and wood, textile, metal and ivory — miniature paintings
and glass paintings, playing cards, nut-cutters, oil lamps et al ...
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The Corporation’s Collection is not housed in a museum amenable only to a
fortunate few. Items from the Collection embellish the decor of Air-India's
worldwide offices and are reproduced on publicity material like calendars,
diaries,menu cards, postcards and brochures; they are the inspiration for the
elegant Indian motifs reproduced in the interiors of Air-India’s jet aircraft — all
contributing to create the Indian identity which is part of the airline's distinctive
personality, established over the vears on five continents,

Air-India’s 1981 desk diary combines the practical requirements of everyday
life with the timelessness of great art. Inspired by the gracefully arched windows
of Air-India’s aircraft, each page recreates the motifs from the exotic interiors
of the aircraft — the immortal legends of Lord Krishna; the refined beauty of
the Ajanta frescoes; the Indian villager at work and at leisure ......

The coloured plates provide a glimpse of the Air-India Collection of traditional
art — a 10th century sandstone figure of Vishnu, awesome in its spiritual
dignity of form and expression; a bejewelled Nawab, huqgga in hand, painted
on glass; a casket engraved with lacelike tracery; unusual nut-cutters. Alsg
included ave a few items of non-Indian origin which are a valuable part of the
Enl!a_mun — the fanciful French Breguet clock, complete with a demure
Jmmden reclining on an elephant, and the exquisite decorative pottery from
apan.

Air-India’s pa of art is not only of immense value in preserving the great
artistic heritage of India’s past and of encouraging that of the present. It is also a
very special and effective means of projecting India to the rest of the world,
and of creating an airline that is both distinctively and beautifully Indian,
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AIR-INDIA OFFICES — INTERNATIONAL
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Fly Air India ...

... and experience the best of

both worlds - a unique blend of the
hospitality of the East with the
technological expertise of the West.

Our all-jet fleet will transport vou

to any of 45 destinations in countries
across 5 continents. Trained and
experienced reservations staff will
assist you at our 150 worldwide
offices,

And on board our gleaming

747 aircraft — “Your palace in the sky”....
our charming hostess, her hands
folded in greeting, welcomes you:
distinctively decorated interiors
recreate the colour and heritage

of India; a wide selection of the
choicest continental and Indian cuisine
is served to you; with china and
glassware, silver and linen, specially
designed to grace an Emperor's table,

Fly Air India — the window to a
different world — the world where the
technology of today blends with the
traditions of yesteryear — a realm of
sophistication and splendour

in the skies,




AIR DISTANCES BETWEEN AIR-INDIA DESTINATIONS
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WORLD HOLIDAYS  isefur bos an incing page) i INDIAN HOLIDAYS
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INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBER DIALLING CODES i INDIAN SUBSCRIBER DMALLING CODES
Modonal ETOUTANX codes, opersanal froe Hanshay, Calewtin, Delhi, Madrs, indicated by the * sign,
Mosl cowniries are continuously sxtending the faciliiies for direct imbernationnl sulscriher dialling. The ‘dialin’ code generally remains the same.
intermaticnally, whigs the acees oode of ‘datoet’ code varies from coundry bo couniny, I i necesaany 1o dial this code fiest, & it provides conRection Chy Cada Cods BOM CCU DEL MAA Clty Code  Cods BOM CCU DEL MAA
i ihe dnteriationil exchangs snd b5 generally fallowed by & changed dial tone. One must then dial the cosnery. oode [nllomed by che ciby/aeea TAX ST TAX
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e Al .4 .5 a5 - Choadnr a7 # Taria %13 W & #
g 52 d sm b B Coahiln i " - T M
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Kualn Lumpur il 3 Tk 4] i Cuntack 6T ® ® ® H"'It‘:"' (L a
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Elrmﬂu [ . 3.11]‘ w7 a
Crandhiragar 92 Tif . Secundersbod ) .
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Mude 2 ¢ Internntional country codes for nesrty regions mny vary: lor instaiice. Facliro L i s 5 . Hﬁ:rﬁrum m#’; A :
Irsland — ibe international ‘dal-in’ code b 153, However, if dialled from the UK, the code is 000 Jaipuar i ndi . - Hdum-]p'l 04252 .
Mexico City — the ‘il ende from the US4 ind Cunadi is 905, whilss 1he it grnamional code for Maxioo & 52, Within Muzico N 1St e Jig P i - .
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WEIGHTS & MEASURES
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e = Photography of art callection — GV, Kaskar, Air-India Art Studin, Bombay
A - Design : Air-Indis Art Studio, Bombay
. el : - The infornution in this Diary hss bean scpilad s of Septomber 1980, from yaricns sources.
S Fnddia is mot responsible for any inaccurscy or subsequesit change.
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METRIC CONVERSION
Weights & Measures
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