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A COMPLETE I,IST OF' TATA SONS AND AIn INDIA ItUtST trLIcu'I'S COVER

15th OCTOBLIR I932: Tat,a Sons Ltd. tregnn t(arachi AIIMEDAIIAI)IlOMllAy IlEI.,LnltY MADITAS mail gervice Lo connoct; wil,l InrperialAirways LONDON - KARACHI service. 'fhe firsty service carried mailwhich had left London on Bth Ocl;ober. The servi.ce was operated bydeHavilland Puss Moth VT-ADN flown by J.n.D.Tata from KARACIII
BOMBAY and by Neville Vincent from BOMBAY MADRAS. The servicearrived at Madras on l?th October. This was! the start of theCommercial Internal Air Transport in India.

For the first flight & special cover was designed byDr'Stephen H.Smit,h. 2000 of the.qe covora were printed on 16. Z.gZ.but bheir sare in rndia waa stopped ereven days later as objec-t;ions were raised to an Union Jack printed on the cover. Revisedversion of the cover withoub ttre Union Jack w&s put on sale onlTth August. Aspecial cachet reading "KAIIACIIT 
^- 

MADRAS lbth
OCTOBER I932 FIRST AIRMAIL'r was used.

Two different special covers were used on each of the tenstages of the outward flight and also of the ret,urn flighb. Orrlyone complete collection of aIl the 40 differenb special 
"o*r*r=flown by Taba Sons is known to exist.

A Special circular cancellation
AfRMAIL" w&s used a.s weII as cachet
ITth OCTOBER 32 FIRST AIRMAIL'"

read i rrg
read i ng

"MADllAs
'' MADTIAS

KAI?ACI{I
KARACHI

4th JANUARY 1935 : 'faba Sons KAIiACIII * MADRAS
rerouted vi.a llyderabad instead of BeItory. A f ew
flown on the f irst f ligtrt fr.om IloMBAy ltyDEllnuAI)
return flight, on bhe next day.

service was
coverg were
and on Lhe

25th JANUAIIY 1935 : 'Iaba Eons made o tri,al orrd l)emonsbrnLion
flight BOMBAY NAGPUR JAMSHEDPUR cALcu't'TA in &n Airspeed
Ambassador with Neville Vincent as piIob. Aspecial souvenir cover
was printed with the oublines of a pink aeroplane over l-he map of
India. A sguare Tata adhesive label was appried to most of the
coversand and an octagonal cachet reading "DBMONSTITATION FLIGITT
FIRST DIRECT AIR MAIL BOMBAY -'CALCUTTA 25th February 1935" was
used. This is known in red as weII as violeb. Asimilar cactret was
used next day with the destinations reveresed on the return
flighb.

29th OCTOBER 1935 : Tata Sons began experiment;al weekly urail
service BOMBAY - GOA CANNANORE T'IIMNDIIUM wit,h Mil.es Merlirrs.
This connected with KARACHI BOMBAY MADRAS service. A special
four Iine cachet in red reading "DEMoNs'l'ItA'I'roN FLTGHT DTRECT ArR
MAf L BOMBAY TRI:VANDIfUM 2 gttr OCTOBl4ll I9 3 5 " w&.8 appl.ied . Af ew
covera were signed by the pilob Il.K.N,Itno. For Lhe r.eLurrr flight
a large three line boxed cachet was used wit,tr an aeroplane tFIRST
FLGIHT TRIVANDRUM BOMBAY INOV 1935". Some of ttre covers were
signed !y the pilot.



f ronr
Mail
X'MAS

25 bh l)lccllMljldlt I $30 : t'al,n sons c:nr.r,i crl l.lrc f .1. rs t; A.l. r Mui t(;Ol,OMllo - Kn ltA(:ll I . A u1>ot: i nl f'I i glrl. <:rrr.r.y irr4 l,lr<: r:hr. irrl,nrlrr
w&tl arr&nged. A circular cache b " INDI.n CllyLON SPIICIAL
MAIL" was used in violeb.

16th APRIL 1937 : Tata Sons introducetl & sl;op eit Dhuj on itsBOMBAY KARACHT service. only two day's notice was given forthis flight and a very few covers were frown. A complele set ofaII the stages cornprise of 16 covers and only one set is known to
exist. The rare circular cancellation "AIIMEDABAD AIR" was inbro-
duced on this flight.

Bth NOVEMBER 1937 : Tata sons began & DELIIT - cwALroR
BHOPAL INDORE BOMBAY servicewith Waco YQC-G biplanes. Firsbflight by vr-Arx (pitots J.R.D.Tat;a and Nev.i I.re Vincent,), Aepecial cover waa designed and three line boxetl cactreb irr redreading t'FIRST FLIGHT DELHr BOMBAY Bth Novenrtrer Ig3?" was used.This was used as a cancellation at Bhopal onl.y. At Lashkar inGwalior a four line boxed cachet in violeb was applied os &cancellation IIFIRST FLIGIIT DNLHr BOMBAY BtTr NoV rsSz ''LASHKARG.P.O." Covers were flown on aII the stages.

22nd JANUARY l938 : Tata Airlines (Successors to airline
operation of Tata Sons) extended its KARACIII MADRAS MoiI serv-
ice to Colombo, Waco YQC-6 biplanes were used. Covers were c&r-
ried, and a few of them signed by the pirot; II..D.Banecha. on
return flight next, day altogether 26 covers were flown irr differ-
ent stagee, only orre set is believecl Lo exist.

28blt FEBRUARY I93B : Govt. contretct with 'lal;a Airli.nes c&me
in to effect for the carriage of bhe first class unsurcharged
nail between KARACIII COLOMtsO under the Enrpire Air Mail. Scheme.
The route was KARACTII BIIUJ AIIMIIDABAD IIOMRAY * lIYDlillABAD
MADRAS TRICIIY COLOMBO. 'llhe rnre circular Cancel.lati.on "lllluJ
AIR" w&a irrtroduced for thi.s flight. A very few covers were
signed by the pilotr Mr llD.Banecha and bear the one l.ine cachet
''INDIA - cIiYLoN ITTnST ITEGULAR AIR MAIL'',

Znd MARCII l93B : A few covers were curried orr Lhe inaugra-
tion of a further extension of. the ALL UP SCIIEMI1 from I'ItICIlf
TRMNDRUM and the return flight on the nc-rxt day. few of the
covers were signed by the pilob, Mr.D.V.Jater.

9bh OCTOBEIT 1938 : Tal"a Airlines begarr operabing DeIIavilIand
86 planes. first service by VT-AKM.

Lst NOVEMBEII 1941 : Tata
flights between KARACIII BAGHDAD
IIASRA. aircr:a f L; DC-?, Few covers

Ist MAITCII I944 :
weekly BOMBAY-KAITACHI
service.

Airlines began non-scheduled
via JIWANI, SIIAIIJAII, BAIIREIN
f lown, no r:ache l;.

Tata Airlines inbr:oduced DC-3s on twice
arrd on a weekly BOMIIAY-IIANGALOIU-COLOI'{BO



J.6 t;lt
NAGPUIT -

n l)lll l, 1045 : 'l'at,rr Ai.r..l i ncn
CALCU'I"I'A ser.vice wittr DC-3s.

bc6nn l;w i<:c wcr:k I y llOMl|Ay

lST APRIL 1946 : Tata Airlirres began a rrewNAGPUR CALCUTTA with Dc-3s.pilot, M,V.Bunshe
ers. Special large offical covers were printed.
No cachets.

service BOIIBAY
signed a few cov-
'l'hese trre slcarce.

29th JULY 1946 :
company and renamed AIR

Tata Airlines converted
INDIA LIMITED.

in to a public

3rd Augusb 1947 : Mrs Vijaya Lakshmi
Ambassador to U.S.S.R teft India for Moscow
ATI (Pilot.Capt.A.c.Gazdar). The Dc-g flew
the first time.

Pandit,, First Indian
in Air India DC-3 VT-
the Indian fIag for

8th MARCII 1948 : Air rndia rrrernationar incor.porated.

8th JUNE I94B : Air India inaugurated i.ts weekly service
BOMBAY-CAIIfO-GENEVA-LONDON with Lockheed 7 49 constellation VT.Cep"Marabar Princess". offical covers depicting the prane wereprinted. fndia issued a stamp showing the ConsLeLlation for theoccasion. A three Iine boxed cachet rearling "AIII,MAIL BOMBAy-
LONDON 8.6.48 FLRST IILIGHT. " was used os carrce].laLion.Of f icolcovers carried to Cairo and Geneva are sCARCE,n few offi-calcovers were carried IIOMBAY-LONDON-llOMI|AY on l;lrc r.ci;ur.n f l.i.ghb onIlth June.

Zlst JANUAITY I95O : Inauguration of once rr fortnig]rl; ROMBAy
NAIROBI service via ADEN.

21st JANUARY 1950: Air India Service
ADEN EAST AFRICA 21..I0.1950 tsOMT]AY ADBN.

Inaugrabion INDIA

L7th OCTOBER I95O : Air india Internat,iorral inaugural firsb
fligtrt to CALCUTTA - LONDON 1?.10.1960.

2L,12. r951: rnaugration f f.ight rNDrA AFGIIANTsTAN Airservice 2r.rz'L951, BOMBAY - KABUL circular cancerration.

fnauguration INDIA SINGAPORE first fligtrL CALCTJT'I'A SINGAPORE
L.8.1953: Air 'l'ransport NaLionalisation Air' 'I'ransporL of AIR
INDIA and INDIAN AIITLINES Dat,e 1".8.1953.'Ilhere i.s a cir.cular c&n-
cellaLion in Black showing "Bombay G.P.o Air I'ransport Nation-
alisation Lst August 1953. special cover. issued showing, plane,
globe arrd Ashok ctrakra.

Igth JUNE : Inaugural flight, of Lockheed
f I ight by V'r-DGl

Super Con-
OF J}IANSI 'I

1 049C
'' I1AN Istellation to London. Firsb

(Capt,R. Khan exBombay ) .

I6th JULY
with L-?49A

I954: Inauguralflj.eht
Conste I1 at ion VT-DAS

to Si.ngapore
'' II I MALAYAN

via Madras
PRINCESS''

( Capt. K. Vishwanath ) .



ta
I(ong via OaIcut-
lf.V.Goday).

7 Ltl MAY 1966 ! I}OMI}AY-IIONGKONG scrvice wus axLt:ntled l,oTokyo. First service by L-749A ConsteltaLion VT-DAR "URnafHA
PRINCESSTT. of f ical covers were printed nnd t;he famoug Malarajaenerged on the cover for Lhe firsL binre. A six-Iine boxed cachetin bleck; in Hindi and English was used r.ea<ling 'BIIARAT-JApAN
HAWAI UDAN UDTIGIIATAN 7.5.I955 AIR INDIA INTERNAI'TONAI INDIA-JAPAN
INAUGRAL FLIGIIT.

I4th AIJGUST 1954 : Inarrgural fI.i.gtri; t;o ilong
and llangkok wi bh VT-DAS ( Pilo Ls tt . B. Mistr.y arr<I

4th JULY 1955
U.K.route. First
OFINDII .

: Intoduction of
Flights by Super

halts at tseirut
Constel Iat ion

and Zurich on
VT-DGM ''RANI

5th OCTOBER 1956 : Extension of the BOMBAY-SINGAPORE serviceto Sydrrey via Darwin. First Service by Super ConstelaLion VT-DLI
"RANr oF NrLGrRrs" (pirots : capt. l{istr.y to singapore and captK. Mathen front Singapore to Sydney). offical. cover. with Maharajariding' a flying Kangaroo. A six Iine boxed bilingrral cachet irtvioret reading "BHARAT - AUSTRALTA ABHTJAN bTIl ocr.r9b6 ArR rNDrA
TNTERNATTONAL TNAUGURAL FLrGItr rNDrA-AUsrItALrA" w&s use<i.

r4th AUGUST 1958 : rnaugurar fright from DEilIF Moscot,l via
TASI{KEN'I. First flight by Super ConsLel.lntiorr VT-DJw "RANI oF
BIJAPUR't ( PiIot : Capt. K. Vishwanath ) . of f j.cal cover showing
Qutab llinar ' DELtlf and KRE:I'|LIN, MOSCOW. A f ive I ine OvaI cachei
in black reading "DELIIT-t'toscow TNAUGURAL, FLTcIIT Arn rNDrA rNTER-
NATTONAL NEw DtrLttr-I4 AUG.r95B" was used {rs cancel.raLion,

TIIE JET AGE

21st FEBRUARY 1960 : Arrival of firsL lloeing 7O7-43? (VT-DJI
ANNAPURNA) in Bonbay, after a record breahi.ng non-stop flight
f rom London irr B hours Snirrutes . ( eilo us : capt , Byramjee and
Capt. Shirodkar).

tgth APRIL 1960 : Inaugurabion of BOMBAY-LONDAN service via
Ceiro and Rome by Boeing 7O7 VT-DJI Annapurno ( pito t,s : Capt
Byranjee to Cairo and Capt. K.Il.Gazdar, CnI.RO-LONDON. Offical
cover showing Maharaja and three jets . lrour -l ine oval cachet
readirrg 'f BoMBAY-LoNDoN BoETNG 707 TNAUGUITAL SEnvTcE Arn rNDrA
BOMBAY I9 t,h APII,1960' in violet.

I4.5. 1960 : AIR india
may 1960. Air India Boeing
''AIR INDIA BOEING 7oT NEIY
1960".

Inaugural servi.ce NEW-York Bombay L4th
707 . Five I ine b-lue cancel.Iat,ion shows

YORK-BOMBAY fnaugural Service t4bh may

l"4bh MAY 1960 : Inaugural fti.ght Lo NItrW YOITK via
Boeing 7 0T . First f I ight by VT-DJI-ANNAITURNA.
K. R. Gazdar. Of f i.caI Cover showirrg Mahara ja exchanging
an Red Indian. OvaI five line cachet in VioleL.

LONDON
Pilot:

smoke

witlr
CAP

with



9bh JUNIi t.960 : rrtougtrral tloe.ing 7o7 serv.icc llronr Ca"l.cul,t,ato New York via Cairo, Ilontel Frankfurb antl l.,ondolr. lI^officalcovers were f lown f rom calcutta to cair.o, Rome, F'rankf ul,t, Londonand New York.An ovar five-rine cachet in violet *ea<r:Lng ,,cAl,cur-
TA-NEW YORK INAUGURAL SERVICE AIR INDIA BOEING 7O7 CALCUTTA gthJune 1960 was used as cancerration,A smalr number: were frown.

4th ocToBER 1960:Intro<Iuction of once & week Bonbay-Kwgitand Bombav Bahrein service via Karachi. First F"lighbs by L-104gsuper consterration vT-DGM'RANr oF rND ' ( pir-u :?ilirt,s"".r".,.'la ) .offical cover shows Maharaja exchanging pleasant,ries wj.th an arabSheikh. Four-Iine cachets in violet.

I6Th JANUARY l96I : Inaugural flightOffical cover show Maharaja ancl Japanesecabhet in blue. First n'f ight By Boeiire 7O7

25 January IgOI: Inaugural Boeing 707
TA-BANGKOK-HONGKONG-TOKYO. Offical 

"o*,*"Unoffical Indian AIR-MAIL postcards of 40ta to tsangkok, Hong kong and Tokyo withcachet "ArIt INDrA ts?0? ApR.00.lb:DIiIrol.00
TOKYO".

fron TOKYO to BOMBAY.
dolls. Five*Ii.ne oval
VT-DJK' EVEREST'

serv i.ce BOMBAY-CALCUT-
same as TOKYO-BOMtsAy.

rrp carried from Calcut-
PrinLed four-l.ine boxed
on 26, I. l96l. CALCUTTA-

Ilonrb*ry -Mo scow .
AIII fNDIA oval

First Fligtrl- by

4th MAY 196r : once a week Boeing service to Nai.robi viaAden.Of f ical Covers Bombtry-Nairobi. oval n III INDIn cachet inviolet. Returrr flight from Nairobi to tsombay on bbtr. sgne cachetwittr destinatio. reversed. First, fl.i.ghb by l)'e.ing 707 vr-DMNKANCIIANJUNGIIA (IriloL ;Capb. p. D.I3yramj*". )

6 bh APRIL I962 : Inaugural Doeirrg T07 serviceroffical cover shows Lhe Krenrin, Moncow. Five linecachet in violet. return flight on the next day.
VT-DNY DHAULAGIRI (eitot : Capt. S.F.pedder).

Znd MAY 1962 : tsahrain introducecl &s a sche<luled halt in
Bombay-New York Boeing service. offical Cover depicbs Matrarajaand a veiled lndy. Usual Air lrr<Iia cachet,. Ilebirrn fti.ght ott4th.Mav. Firsb lilight by tsoei.ng 707 VT-DJJ cAUllI SIIANKAIT (pilob
Capt. A.M.Kapur).

7th MAY 1962 : rntroduction of Boeing 70T on the sydneyroute. Offical Cover shows Maharaja and baby Kangaroo goirrg up atree. In the background is an Air India Boeirrg. Return fligSL on9th May.

1st OCTOBER 1962: Introducbion
Sydney route instead of Darwin. Offical
riding a duck. Ileturn flighb Jrd ocLotrer

of Perth on
Cover: show
I 962.

t,tre Bombay-
bhe Maharaja



ISth OCTOIIER 1962 : Mr.J.R.D.'fata. Cltairn,rn Ai"r: I.rrdiar rG-
encted in Leopard Moth VT-AKll the first scheduled lrlighb in
India wltich he had flown 30, years ago. ftoute flown was l(arachi-
Ahmedabad. Special Thirtieth Anniversary Covers were flown from
Karachi and Ahmedabad to llombay. A seven-line oval cacheL readilg
"Karachi-Ahenedabad-Bombay Conrmemorative Flighb First FIight, fbth
October 1932 30bh Anniversary 15th Oct 1962 AIR INDIA" rdes used
in violet. Ahmedabad-Bombay covers arb sc{rrce.

3rd AUGUST 1964 : Sydney sevice exten<led Lo
cover depicts the Maharaja in Lhe role of {r l.ri.ii
trolling traf f ic lleturn flighb on 6ttr AugusL I9G4

Nandi, Offical
Poli.cemen con-

ZntJ l)llcEMlllill 1964 : Air.tndia had rr strrecinJ. flighL
Pope OauM from Rome to Bonrbay. Offical cover.s

IJoeing
were

707

to c&rry
pri nl"ed.

VT_DNROvaI five-line cachet in red. AircrafL
NANGALPRABIIAT. (Pilot Capt. V.N.Shirodkar) .

l4ttr February 1967 : Arrival of firsl, lJoe:irrg 707-33?C(V1-UVB
Kamet) in Bonrbay, Covered London-Ilonrbay non-sbop in 7 hours crnd
54 minutes, setting a new speed record f or any l)oeirrg.

IsL AI'llIL 1.967 : Telteran inl,r'oduced &s {}n orrlirre st;&t,i.on.
Of f ical covers llornbay-Teheran and Teher&n-llombny dep.icts the
Trimurbi and Persian King. Return fIi.ght on 2nd,Firsb fIight by
Boeing 707 VT-DJi ANNAPOORNA (pitot: Capb. It.V.Goday).

5th APIf IL I967 : Introductiorr of Brussels on India/U. K
route. Offical covers Ilombay-BrusseIs and llrussels-Rombay show
the Maharaja in a'n amusing pose. Ret-urrr fllght on the s&me day.
First fligtrt by Boeing 70?VT-DVA ANNAPOOIINA (pi.tot, Capts
S.C.MauIik to Teheran. Capb: N.J.Strroff to Ilrussels-lleLurn-Capt:
R.Gautra to Teheran, Capt : Maulik Tetrerarr-Bonrbay )

lSth AUGUST 196? : Afortnightly service t.o Mauritius inaugu-
rabed. Offical covers Bonbay-Mauritius and Maur"itius-Bombay shows
the Maharaja feeding an Enu. Return f l.iglrt on l6th, FirsL f ligtrt
by Boeirrg T07 VT-DSL Lhotse (pilot capt: It.V.Goday).

lSbh AUGUST 1967 : Once a week hall. inLroduced {rb Kuala
Lumpur on eastbound Sydney and Westbourrd Jakarta service. Offical
coversBonbay-Kualalumpur and Kuala Lunpur-Ilombay showsthe Ma.hara-
ja taking part in Rarnayana Dance of Malaya. Return f 1ight, on
20th. First flight by 707 VT-DPM Makalu (pitot- Capt : V.N.Shir-
odkar ) . Return Fligtrb by vT-DVA ANNAPOORNA ( pilot:
V. N. Shirodkar ) .

2?th OCI'OBIIR I968 : Irirst flighb Addi.sAbaba-Bombay, Of f ical
covers Addis Abab&-Ilombay and llombay-Adrli.s Ababa show Maltara.ja on
a donkey. Firsb llombay-Addis Ababa fl.ighl; on l|0t.h ltirsL lrlig]rL by
Boeing 707.VT-DXT TRISHUL. (pilot : Capb C.K.Perttry). First Bombay
Addis Ababa by VT-DVA ANNAPOOITNA



3lsb OCTOBER tgOB
Bombay. Offical covers
chasingan Uganda belle.
POORNA.

flighL Bombay-Brrt;ebbe ancl linLebbe-
the Maharaja a bop a of tiger andflight by Boeirrg TOT TVT-DVA. ANNA-

: Fi.rst
depict
First

: First flight Bombay-Amsberdam and Amster-covers show the Maharaja exchanging flowerstop a' wind miII. First flieht bt Boeing 7,O7

Znd JULY 1969 : First flight Bombay-Dubai. officar coversdepict theMaharaj'a leading acaruel. Return flight on bth. Five-Iine Air indi.a cachet in red. First fl.ighb try Boeing TOT VT_DVAANNAPOORNA (piIot-capt.B.K.Kapadia). uubai-ltonit ry t v vr-o"lJ GAURISIIANKAR (pitot Capt.A. r.Gupta) .

Znd APRIL 1969
dam-Bombay. Offical
with Dutch damsel a
VT-DVa ANNAPOORNA.

lst ocTotsElr I9?0 : Abu Dhabi introducerl &s a halt on one ofthe Gulf Service; offical Covers Bonbay-Abu-Dhabi arrcl Abu-Dhabi-Bombay show ttre Maharaja exchanging pleasanbries with an Arabsheikh. Return Fright ott 2nd. First rrleht by Boeing To7.vr--DNy
DHAULATGIRI.

4th
Offical &s arr online stabion.

2rst MAY r971 : First Boeing 7 47 ser.vice to London. F:irstf light by vr-EItD'EMPEROR AstIoKA' ( pilobs: Bombay-BeiruL-capb:
R.V.Goday Beirut-London Capt: R.V.Spencer. Offical covers showKrishna and Gopis. Post Office covers also flowrr these depict aBoeing 747 in fIigtrL. A Special bi-lingual cachet was used asrcancellation on the nails flown. "PraLhnnr Udan Air. India Boeing747 first Flighb Bombay-London. Ptrilatel;ic Bur.eau llonrbay GpOshow tail of & 74T and 2I.5.?I. Return fIi-ghb on the sanre day.(pilots Capt.P.K.Gtrosh London-Beriub &Capt Goday Beriut-Bonrbay) .

26th MAY 1971 : First fright, to New york wittr Iloeing 747.Post of f ice covers flown to New York.wit;h {tr sinril-ar cnchet acrthat of l,ondon reading NEW YORK. [rirsl- fligtrt; try Boeing 747 VT-
EBE AMPEROII SIIAII JEIIAN ( pitots Capt: S. F. Perlder, Ilombly -Ileriub,capt : . Y. v. Mahajan Beriut-London, ( capt A. k. Godbole Lonrlorr-NewYork). Return fright orr z?th May t g?1. (pilot;s capt, T.R.tle4ry NEW
YORK-LONDONrcapt,Y,v. Mahajan, Londorr-Beir.ut, capt, : N.I(. Mukherjee,
Beriut-Bombay. ).

Znd NOVEMBER 1972 : t'irst Fright Bonrbay-osaka, A New lookoffical cover Bombay -Osaka and Osaka-Bombay. Return fligftt on
3rd. Boeing 707 VT DXT TRISIIUL (pilots CapT .D.R.K.ituntlale, Bon-
bay-Hongkong, Capt. Shirodkar, Hongkong-Osaka).

NOVEMBER 1970 : Dhahran int,roduced
covers flown Bombay-Dhahran.



26. l2,tg?l
c.vT-ccz 26th
K.Roy, Co-PiIot

I)ec. 1971. Six line
B , K. Saha .26 ,1.2 ,7 L .

Blaclc Cancellabiorr Capb.
Indo-Bangladesh first flight, CaIcuLt;a-D&cca

D

B

Return flight Dacca-carcutta on z6.rz.7r by D.c.vr-ccz.First flight cover from Dacca is overprinted with pakistan
stamps. This stamps are locally overprirrbed Bangladesh in Engllsh
and Bangla. capt.B.K.Roy & co. pilot capt. B..K.saha. some of this
covers are Autographed by the both pilots

3. 1 . 1972 : Inaugural f Iight of Air' I.rrdi.a Amr. j. Ltrar-IJirmingtrnm(U.K' circular round cancellation of Air India-Birmingham &Round
cancel.lation in Hindi & English of Amritsar G.p.o Amritsar-
Birmingham dt'3.I.1982. Firsb fligtrt cover strows Golden I'emple
Amritsar and BuIl Ring Circle BIIfMINGHAM.

1.1"1.1973 : Air India
Doha-Bombay.

f Iighl, Bonbay-Doha and Back I.II. Z3

12.2.T4 : Air lndia first fIight llonrbay-Muscar,-Bombay.

AIR INDIA IIOMBAY-MUSCAT on L2.2.7 4 f l ight carried ou1 in
Boeing 707 vr-DvA' ANNAPEOIINA. Pi.I.ot: capt- B.R.Kapoor, Reburn
ftight on the same day by vr-Dvll "KAMIT", piloL capt. R.J.Kanga
air india offical coverswere fIown. Ttre cover depict aclesert
scene. coversflown Bombay-Muscob bearlng tlombny G.P.O. cancella-
tion of 12,2,74 ond a four li.rre boxed ctrchel- in violeb I'l3ombay-
Muscat AIR INDIA tzth Feb.t974. They {rre back sbamped ab MuscaL
on t4.2,74, The Muscat-Bombay covera trre crrncel-.[ed ab Muscab on
L2.2.74 and back staruped ab Bonrbay on L4,2.74. sanre cactreb wittr
destirraLion reveresed appiled in red i.nk.

2.4.L974 : Air india inauguraLed a second service to AusLr.a-
lia on 2nd ApriI. 1974. Aircraf t used lloei.ng 707-DST "LIIO'rSE"
PiIobs Bombay-Singapore. Capt. V.KohIi, Singapore-Perth
Capt .A.H,Doctor, Perth-Sydney Capb. P.F.pntel. On reburn Journey
the sane aircraft vJas used Sydney-Perth, Capb. P.F.Patel, Perth-
Singapore Capt. B.P.Sharrna, Singapore-Madras-Bombay Capt.
S.D.Anand. No Philatelic mail carried.

6.4. 1.9?6 : Air India f irsb f light tsonrbay-Baghdad and same
day returned on 6.4,76 Baghdod-Bomtray.

25.6.1976 : Air India Bombay-SeychelIis and Returned on
26, 6. 76 Seychellis-Bombay

on

same

29.3.I976 : Air india first fIight Bombay-sydney &Returned
next day 30,3.76 Sydney-Bombay.

4.8.76 : Air india f irst f IighL Llornbay-l)rrbai. and lleturned on
day Dubai-Bombay.

19. L2.76 : Air india f irst f light Bombay-Accra & ret,urned
flight next day 20,L2,78 Accra-Bombay.



on
13.4.76 : Air India first flight Bonbay -Jeddah and Returned

13. 4. 76 Jeddah-Bombay.

AIR india first flight to Bonbay-RAS-AI-Khayam &returned on
f I ight RAS-AI._-KHAYAI'I-BOMBAY .

31.1.1978 : AIR INDfA boeing ?O?-makalu. Trivandrum-Dubai
service. Left trivandrum at 4.20P.M. on Tuesday 3I.1.1978.

2.10.1982 : AIR INDIA inaugural ftight to Bombay-
Montreal(Canada). First flight special cancellation provided at
Bonbay c.p.o. reading "FIRST FLIGHT BOMBAY-HONTREAL DT 2.IO.82 &.

violet coLour round cancellation shows Bombay-Montreal.

Returned flight
real-Bombay 2.1.0.82.

on 2,l0.BZ round cancellation shows Mont-

18.L.1985: Air fndia inaugural flieht Bombav-Tornoto
da). leaving Bonbay at 3.45 A.M on I8.L.1985 Returned
Toranto-Bonrbay

L5.10 .L9BZ : 50th year of Civil aviation of 50th
of first flight KARACHI-BOMBAY -15th Oct. 82, G.P'
shwbing VT-ADH PUSH MOTH PLANE. first flight covers
MOTH AIR INDIA,BOEfNG and Indian Airlines AB-300, '

( Cana-
fI i ght

Anniversary
O. Karachi-

shows PUSH

unveils AIR
red ambas-

Ahmedabad-Bonbay flieht KARACH-BOMBAY.AHMEDABAD 15. 10. 19Bz
Backside bombay cancellation 5Oth years of CiviI AviationtG.P.O.
Bonbay 15th October 1982 16.30 hours-1932-1982.

15.10.1989 : AIR INDIA BOEING, Rajendra chola'
INDIA NEW CORPORATE SYMBOL. The SunrAgo1d sundisk and
sadorial saeh with a contemporary logo type.

13.08.1-993 : Air India Boeing 747-400 Arrival historic non-
stop. New york DeIhi (U.S,A-INDIA)fIight. Left New York on
L1/OB/$3 arri.ved at delhi on 14,08.93. There is a special cancel-
latiorr "New York-De1hi Boeing 747-4OO arrival 14.08'1993. Air
fndia". FIoraI pattern used on aircraft interior panels inspired
by 17th century Calico-designs. Introducing sky phone servi-ces
via Satel-Iite.

Z.L0.1gg3 : India-South Africa first flight Bombay-Durban-
Johannesburg First flight cover of Air India special B Iines
cancellation in English & Hindi "BOMBAY-DURBAN-JOI{ANNESBURG.
First flight departure 2.10.1993 Air India" back side cancella-
tion. 1993-10-02. P-281 Jansmuts Airport with Boeing. cover de-
picts Maharaja Ride on Osterich deer. Return flight 1993.10.02

=ho*u cancellation with Boeing jansnuts Airport p.281 & 9 lines
special Cancellation in Hindi, English shows. Johannesburg-Dur-
b-an-Bombay First ftight arrival 3-10-1993 AIR India. Bombay 400
001.



INDIAN AIR LINES

L,2.L964 : fndian Airlines Inaugural flight Jet Caravelle
Service on I.2.1964 Block cancellation shows' Jet Carvelle Inau-
guration Carvelle Jet service, Indian Airlines I.2.L964. also
Block cancellation Indian airlines Corporation l"st ftight
1.2.1964 jet caravelle.

1 . BOMBAY-DELH r, DELHr -BOMBAY.
2 BOMBAY-CALCUTTA, CALCUTTA-BOMBAY.
3 . BOMBAY-MADRAS' MADRAS -BOI*{BAY
4 MADRAS_DELHI,DELHI' -MADRAS.
5 . DELHr-CALCUTTA, CALCUTTA-DELHT .

' 1.I.1966 : Indian Airlines Corporation Ist ftight Jet Car-
veIIe ]- I.I966. showing Indian Airlines IAC cancellation in
violet colour.

1" . BOMBAY_HYDERABAD, HYDERABAD-BOMBAY.
2 . HYDERABAD-DELHI, DELHI-HYDERABAD
3 . HYDERABAD-I-TADRAS' MADRAS -HYDERABAD .

4 . CALCUTTA-MADRAS, MADRAS-BOHBAY .

1.4.19?5 : Introduction of Night -Air mail
Bonbay-MADRAS-BOMBAY, L,4. 1975 Bv HS-748 flight
Bombay 22,OO 4rr, Madras 0I35a.n. IC-513 leaves
in Bombay 0550a.m.

service between
no. IC-514 Dept.
Madras OZLS €rrr.

BOETNG
fndain
at leh

11.12.L978 : INdiAN AiTIiNCS SRINAGAR-LEH-SRTNAGAR
aircraft on 11.12.1978. First time a Boeing aircraft of
Alrlines landed ab one of bhe world's highest airfield
( Ladakh ) .

1.3.198?: .VAWDOOT FIRST FLIGHT COVER MArCh lSt I987 
'HIMA-LAYAN AIRTREK. circular cancellation shows "Himalayan AirTrek-

Vayudoot New Delhi l-.3.8?, backside circular round cancellation
shows "Vayudoot Himalayan Air Trek First flight L.3.B7 carried on
board.

The Airbus was introducedby indian Airlines network at the
end of 1976 A-300-B-2 AIRCRAFT.

SIXTH AIRBUS to the Indian Airlines fleet flew to Bonbay
from France on 27.L0.1.9?9 by Capt.K.Chadhal cr€w menber
Capt.S.K.Dewen, Capt.G.R.S&vur,flight navigator S.S.ChawIa
,tiignt engineers K.li.Kapadia and I.G.Kapur, Airhostesses Kanchan
i(hanna and S.Veronica and flight Steward D.K.Mehta.



OTI{F:R F'I,TGIIT COVF:RS

17.12.1973 : 70th Anniversary Wrightpex ftight cover. shows
?Oth Anniversary of the first aeroplane flight by wright broth-
€rs.wrightpex calcutta Dec.L7.L973r overa city of calcutta. 1000
covers were prepared by Airrnail Society of India. The planera HAL
"PUSHPAK", vT-DLcr wast piloted by capt.s.K.Chowdhary'

7,L2.1974 : 50th Anniversary of Cobham's Survey flight were
sent to Bagdograr the nearest Jet airport to Jalpaigurirwhere
Cobhan went. It was a special Indian airlines flight Calcutta-
Bagodara on 7,L2,L9f4, Capt.C.R.RoyrCommander of the Indian Air-
lines Caravelle.

' Lindberg Commemoration Covers II.I0.L974

Special Aeropex flight Banladesh Biman. Calcutta-Dacca on
10.12.L974,

Pioneer Flight 22.L.75,

l


