AIR INDIA INTERNATIONAL is one of the major interna aire
lines operating scheduled passenger, freight and mai r services

to and from London
This airline traces its ancestry back alm @ :

15 October 1932 when Mr J & D Tata, presen nan of the
company, flew a small three-seat Puss Mot%plane from Karachi
to0 Bombay and Madras carrying air mial ar route was
established to connect with the \ rways' England - India
service '

By 1935 Tata Air Lines, as m& any had become known, was
flying Karachi - Bhuj - Ahmedapgad mbay - Hyderabad - Madras

twige weekly and had also o new weekly service between
Bombay and Trivandrum inéso ndia ‘
In 1938 the Karachill ras services were operated four

times a week in conne ,@ with the Empire Air Mail Programme
and the terminal ga@ed south to Colombo. The Bombay - Delhi
route was also op hat year,

Operations®ge progressivly built up and the company maintained
its services the war in spite of great difficulties

In 19%o0 ata Air Lines becare AIR-INDIA LTD. During that
year Air iayemployed the [irst air hostesses in India ‘

Air- played a large part in the evacuation of civilians
from t Jab in 1947 and later carried troops and ammunition
to o '



Air=-India had the honour of flying the new flag of India for

the first time when on 3 August 1947 one of hhe company's DC-3s
left India for Moscow carrying the first Indian Ambassador to %

UsSeSeRe
F ollowing India's independence it was decided that Indig

operate its own long-distance international air routes and Q DN
8 March 1948 AIR-INDIA INTERNATIONAL LD was incorporatgd. Ifis
company is managed by Air-India which company holds 51% Of :
The Government of Iniia holds the other 49%. This c§iu8d working
of Government and private enterprise has proved e y successful.
During the last financial year, the first comp elve months
of operation, the company made a profit. ‘:;) :

Even before the incerporation of the n any Air-India staff
had arrived in London and at other poil @epam the way for
India's first long distance air servi n~i~\~

Lockheed Constellation fouruenginig::t iners were ordered from

=

the United States. Flying crews a ers were sent to California
to learn to operate these new ai « These men already had a

vast experience of airline qpe , many of the captains having
flown well in excess of h ion miles by that time.

~ The first of the origin et of Constellations arrived in
London on 14 March 1948 ' delivery flight from California to

Bombay. This was the’ Princess commanded by Captain K R Gazder
who had first flo e dia - England route nearly twenty years
earlier when he return journey in a light two-seat Moth
The first pm%ﬁligh’c over the route was made between 11 and
14 April by t© anstellation Rajput Princess flown by Captain
erations manager of the company.
Follow series of proving flights the route was opened on
8 June w he Malabar Princess left the Santa Cruz Airport at

at and after calls at Cairo and Geneva arrived at London

AirpoT™ on the following day to insugurate a regular weekly service.



g scheduled time for this [light of under 24 hours was the
est ever air service between England and India - Air-India
;ernational still flies the fastest services over this rout
Gradually the frequency or the service has been steppe

§
fﬁntﬂ today four services are flown in each direction ews
Mae services are flown over slightly differenht route
the maximum service to the trawvelling publiec ,
O ne service from London calls at Rome and Gaimﬂterminates

at Bombay; the second service calls at Geneva, d Bombay
terminating at Calcutta; the third scrviece ¢ mGeneva and
Cairo and terinates at Bombay; the fourth sefvic®Pis a nonstop
express to Cairo, it continues through to ta with a stop
at Bombay

; Air-India's internal network in If
Ceylon offers the Air-India Interna Passengers special ,
advantages with through connectio -India serves Ahmedabad,
Bangalore, Calcutta, Cochin, Coimbat®re, Colombo, Delhi, Jaipur,

Karachi, Madras, Trichy and T um
During 1949 Air-India Inte nal introduced two of the latest

to Pakistan and

type Censtellations on it ces. These airliners the Himalayan
Princess and the Marath ss offer an even higher standard
of comfort for passmgQ

In January 1950 oute was opened linking India with

Bast Africa. This e Yy service, also operated with Constellation
airliners, flie Bombay by way of Karachi and Aden to
Nairobi. This rms flown in half a day

During farst three years of operation Air India International
has carried st every kind of passenger ranging from the
Indian Pr ipister, through film stars to entire ships' crews =
the 1 re now one of the greatest users of air transport and
in r To handle these large single loads Air India Internmational

has igned a new type of chair which in a matter of a few hours
converts the luxury 40 seater into a high density 56 seater



Little can be said at present of future development apart
from the fact that the company is constantly striving to improve
its service even further to ensure the highest standard of se

Jet-propelled airliners are being studied and already

chief executives of this company haveflown the 500 m.p.h.
Havilland Comet four-jet airliner.
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