LEADING UP TO THE INAUGURATION

1948
14 March VI-CQS (later nemed Mogul Princess) first of thres Lockheed
L-7l49 Constellation airliners arrived at London Airport lon
delivery flight from Burbank to Bombay via New York, Adores,
London and Cairo., Captain KeR. Gazder was in command® \This
airliner left London on 15 March and arrived at SantEngriz
Alrport, Bombay the following day,

22 March VI-CQR (later nemed Re jput Princess). second of (the Gonstele
lations arrived at London 4irpart on delivery flight from
Burbank to Bombay via New York, London end @airos. Captein
Ke Vishvanath was in command. This airlinemyleft London on
24 March and arrived at Bombey the follghing dey.

11 Aprid VI-CQR cammended by Captain 4.C. Gazdaw, OPerations Manager
of &ir-India Internctionel Lid., left Bombay on the first
proving flight over the route Bombey-Cairo-Geneva-Lond cne
Arrivel et London Airport was om L5 Bpril. The return flight
wes made 21-22 4Lpril.

22 April VI-CQP (later named MolabarWPrincess) third of the Constella-
tions, commended by Squedren Desder Kenneth Bhore, Assistant
Generel Manager of Asir-India international Ltd., arrived at
London Airport on deliwerynflight from Burbank to Bombay via
New York, Gander, London @nd Cairo. The airliner left London
on 24 April and arpive@,at Bombay on 25 April.

3 May VI-CQR named '"Rg jput Princess', commanded by Captain K.
Vishvenath, vigited Delhi. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime
Minister of @nd¥s, @nd prominent personages in Delhi flew
over the citWinfthe zirliner.

9 May 'Re jput ®eincess', comncnded by Captain K. Vishvanath, arrived
at Londen Mirport on the second proving flight over the route.
Dgpagture rom Bombey wes on 8 May. Mr. J.R.D. Tata, Mr. B,W,
Figdginsyend Mr. S.K. Kooke, respectively Cheirman, General
Memc géx end Traffic Managsr of dir-India Internationel LEtd.,
werehon boerd. Also travelling on the airliner were Mr. M.Re
Masgni Indian Ambesscdor to Brazil and his wife. Miss Patricia
0!Neal was the air hostess - this was the first occasion on

~ which an Air-India International air hostess had made the flight

fram Indie to Britain,

11 May 'Ra jput Princess' mnde demonstration flights from London Air-
port carrying representatives of the press.

13-18 May 'Ra jput Princess’ made the second eastbound proving flight
over the London-Geneva~Cairo-Bombay route.
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