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Peter King, Esq.,
The Bristol Aeroplane Company Limited,

My dear Peter,

L 4

I am very pleased to Q your letter dated
January 3rd concerning the DC-7C. I s at a time when my
mind is very fully occupied with ﬂ§§!§. ests of British
Aviation Industry and I intentio ugse the word 'Aviation?
because 1t includes both manufacﬂ‘*\" and operators.

The position
with concern as according to
first deliveries were due in May 1954. We are now in the 8th
month beyond these delive ind, it is regretable that the
alrcraft has still togn ressurization tests in the water
tank at Farnborough 0 require considerably more flying
tests as they do not . er a grand total of 600 hours by all
built Britannia as sisz;s,cg like sufficient testing, speclally
as most of these hayeybeen flown unpressurized. Also, I am
given to underst at one Britannia has flown 120 hours test
flying,and this the maximum flown by any single aircraft.

Aressyrezed

3 Britannia must be regarded
shed statements by BOAC the

® story of the proposed types of engines which
should be fitted emanated with the BE-20 which 1s now under
considera es not tend to give those outside very much
confidence. e changes in power plant have doubtless been
propoged w all goodintentions to improve performance which
ofcourse 1s acceptable to any opsérator but thils process must
obvi ablay the eventual delivery of the alrcraft and, 1t

co changes the operator's operating programme.

I gather that BOAC has already paid the Bristol
y an enormous sum of £6,640,000 as progressive payments
they are still many months from likelihood of receiving thelr
irst aireraft which should have gone into ope ration during 1954.

Let us be realistic and ask ourselves if we can
with absolute truth say that the BE-25 engine is goling to pass
through its preliminary trials so quickly,that it will be ready
for airline operation in 1957,in a condition that will give 1t
at least 750 hours between overhauls. Also, 1t must be opera-
tionally reliable. The difficulties with the Super Constellation
due to compound engine troubles are better left undescribed, as
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they bring untold losses to the operator. Any new engine is l;ﬁb“n
to inflict these miseries on the buyer and unless & manufactuFen

is prepared to take his engines through prolonged tests until
the snags have been removed he 1s virtually asking the air;a
operator to act as a sort of test bed.

I believe I am correct when I say that the P 1
flying boata are more or less permanently grounded or sheud
watered because the engines which were to be produc f them
never materialised. Also, I gather that these eng re the
responslbility of Bristals, 80 very naturally 1t‘;'~; ot surprise
: es indicating
that the general opinion 1s, the Britannia ma Bfer a similar

It is exbtremely dlstressing to me
British avlation has become alarming, As @

the questions in the House of Parliamémt wegarding fighter aircraft
dellveries, I have several sources I OFmation of a reliable
nature, and I think INDIAN SKYWAYS 1s ¥ adequately informed.
Personally I have mors than 40 yeard @yl@ition experiencse and, I

am quita unable to regard the prosem weition as satisfactory and

ﬁa,aching 8 crigis,

yYofeble, the Viscount with all
sheimed production of 6 per month,

Production rate 1s «
';ll take the manufactursr something

thelr orders still tricklg a
which means that pressent o
like three years to comp
obsolete. There are blagh
there is no point in reci§in
: r wention the New Zealand order for 100
agricultural aircraf%, s@sured by the Fleitcher American Company,
who actually degigmed Ghe aircraft to meet the New Zealand
requirements. If, am/

out of his waygy

¥ ories that could be related but,
{ one misery alfter another,

preferred to buf wi
America fonkno {

3
Wﬁﬂﬁpan not help remembering that when I kicked at the SBAC
with mg@ orial "Battle to Buy British"™, you and your companions
both inthe SBAC and the factories, threw every available brick you
could\lay your hands on at my head. How very unfair all that was,
wh '4'.wpoint of fact I was indicating nothing but the truth pointing
oW, ds the dlsastrous situation which is now fast approaching the
&g » body of the British Alreraft Industry.
&gk‘wr
yours sincerely,
e iy
cc: Maurice Elliott, Esgre., R. J::;Ean-Fowler

Greaves Gotton, Bombay Editor.
. ASiA’ BIGGEST AVIATION MAGAZINE



