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Since time immemorial, man has used his ingenuity and 'ski]l to ‘b'eauﬁfy and
decorate himself in countless diverse ways. Primiive man painted brillian coloyrs -
over his body and wore the briefest covering made of bark, leavgs Or grass. Graduyall,
natural materials gave way to woven fabric,and‘painted design to Ormaments of

bone, teeth, and later even wood and metal.

SRINGAR is a Sanskrit word meaning “adornment” or the art of decoratio, -

Sringar is also befittingly, the name of tﬁe Air-India exhibition of fifty four dazzling
and colourful costumes of India.

Inkeeping with its policy of propagating Indian art, craft and culture to other parts of
the world, Air-India acquired this unique collection of costumes. The collection was
researched, compiled and collected for Air-India by Indian designer Roshan Kalapesi -
after nearly a year of country-wide travel, and devised into a travelling exhibit by the
National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad , India. Several State Governments and
leading personalities'and dancers contributed costumes to the collection.

The vast sub-continent of India is a land of contrasts. It embraces a wide variety of j
people and landscapes, cultures and life-styles. Steeped in their own traditions,
the people ofndia express their regional heritage in the language they speak, the
ey ﬂ?ey:hue,—the food they eat, and the clothes they wear. !
Sﬁg reflects one significant facet of this rich cultural complexity — theart of the.
cla’Smen as manifest in the amazing diversity of Indian costumes from different
régions — the varying weaves and drapes, designs and styles, ornaments, footwear
andiheadgear. Evident in this collection is the art of the weaver, embroiderer,

oldsmith, cobbler and jeweller — crafts still alive and flourishing on this si:}
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The intricate double Ikat design is woven entirely
= from pre-dyed threads.
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AE:I‘ l:I)*n'lamelma, nel::lkla:lgggd breast plate of i
aga warrior, Na: |
These accessories mgmade of goat and human hair |
boar tusks and animal teeth.
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Embroidered felt boots of Buddhist bride.
Darjeeling, W. Bengal.
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and striped sarong of Meitel woman, Manipur-

Dmﬂo(gold plated trellis work necklace
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:ﬁ' and ruby earrings, necklace and
ornament of woman from Tamil Nadu.
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ornaments, bib and shoulder ornaments of

Gold leaf covered;‘dgla.ss studded wooden €af
Kathakali dancer, Kerala.
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Tinsel and mirror embroidered satin skirt of : : ; : g :l] : ; 3 21 :
Manipuri dancer, Manipur. .
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Silver necklace and belt of Odissi dancer, Oriss®
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N e e gzﬂd'lminted panel on woollen shawl of
T ¥ov-om — 5 Naga warrior, Nagaland.
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Kashmiri woollen shawl of Zoroastrian priest,
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Four is :
Shlun’j’f anipuri dancer, Tilak and Mughal
(clockwise from top left hand).
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Costume of Kutchi girl, Gujarat. e T R A e

The ghagra( "'_a?fdi'kac li (blouse) are oD m.2b-a - . 7 Kn2s

intricately embroidered with silk thread and s 41 183 S 1852 DB

mirrors; the satin odhni (scarf) is tie-dyed s 51219 2% S 2 9168 ¥
(bandhani).
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Fly Air-India ...

- and experience the best of both worlds - a unique blend

of the hospitality of the East with the technological expertise
of the West.

Our alljet fleet will transport you to any of 42 destiqatio:j
in countries across 5 continents. Trained and ex_pel'“?fgce5
reservations staff will assist you at our 150 worldwide offic

And on board our gleaming 747 aircraft — “Your p?jbiﬁe
in the sky” ... our charming hostess, her hands fOIde- s
greeting, welcomes you: distinctively decorated lﬂte]”‘zﬂon
recreate the colour and heritage of India; a W‘de sei

of the choicest continental and Indian cuisine is servé

: necially
0 you; with china and glassware, silver and linen, spec
designed to grace an Emperor’s table
orid
Fly Air-India — the window to a different world — the

ittons
where the technology of today blends with the tradit

1 splendoy!
of yesteryear — 5 realm of sophistication and splenc
in the skies,
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