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The ““Horsa” in flight
over Kisumu, Africa.

Photo: A. W. Green.

HARRY HARPER & ROBERT BRENA

(Authors of " The Romance of the Flying Mail ')

1

(O10) REGARD this as the real §t@ B
civil aviation.”

Those were the words which, ;
were uttered by the then British Secretax
Air, Sir Samuel Hoare, as he watched theMirst e

gulai

India-bound air mail vanish over the S ills from

Croydon on a 5,000 miles journey whi d a new
high speed link across the Empire. =

The story of this England®ndi mail is onc

of the greatest romances of hum
far back as twenty-four years ago, i bruary, 1911,
India was the scene of the £rst “@fficial ” air mail'in
which letters, after being recei the postal autho-
rities and after being poStuaask d sorted, were

delivery at a pfc-
arranged place and, on arfival, were passed through
again into the ordinary postal channels of circulation,
the “aerial postman > dufing hi¥flight being recognised
officially as a servant of thegPost Office.

This first “ officidgl 4t
contrasted with magy
days, was made i@
Exhibition. Its org
now Sir Walter
was the moving
air mail to be

wagiy England, which was carried out
n and Windsor in connedion W
ivities of King George. After these
1911 in the use of AUCIATE
e had to wait until after the

The Story of the

ENGLAND-INDIA
. AIR MAW%

INDIA ANNUAL, 934

Interior of the *“Scipio,”

with tables laid. Photo: War before there was
Imperial Ainways. any attempt to wuse
aeroplanes regularly for
the transport of mail matter. Towards the end of the
war the British Government established an official
committee—the Civil Aerial Transport Committee—
which was entrusted with the task of indicating the
direétions in which it thought post-war civil aviation
might develop. One of its main conclusions was that
there was immense scope for the institution of a regular
air mail service between England and India, and also

along other great Imperial highways.

Following the recommendations of this committee,
early in 1919 the British Air Ministry sanétioned officially
the inauguration of civil aviation, and this was followed
a few months later by the establishment of the world’s
first daily air express service between London and
Paris. British enterprise in this London-Paris service
and also in other air services between London and the
Continent was regarded as a convenient form of praétical
training for the greater and more important task
of establishing a first long-distance air mail between
England and India. The postal authorities took great
interest in these pioneer air lines between London and
the Continent, which were operated in winter as well as
in summer, and in conne&ion with which it was sought
to demonstrate that the aeroplane could be flown toa
regular schedule in bad weather as well as in fine.
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England and Egypt. It was agrcc_d that the com-
mercial Egypt-India route, after leaving Cairo, was ¢o
go by way of Gaza, Amman, Rutbah Wells, Baghdad
Bushire, and on down the Persian Gulf to Karachj
Imperial Airways agreed to begin the service in 1927
anc& to build a fleet of new j3-engined air-liners which
would be capable of maintaining their height with 2
full load with any one engine $topped, and which were
to_ be equipped specially for semi-tropical air travel,

‘@ “The Air Miniﬂry, on their part, agreed to subsidise
the service and to instal wireless and meteorological
stations along the route.

It was shortly after this that Sir Samuel Hoare,
then Secrctary of State for Air, decided to make an
inaugural flight from London through to Delhi in one
of the first of the 3-engined aircraft which had been
designed and built for the India route. Some of his
friends reminded him that the only other Minister of the
Crown who had taken part in the opening of a new line
of transport had been Huskisson, the President of the
Board of Trade, and that something like 100 years ago
he had been killed in the first railway journey of the
Liverpool and Manchester railway. But, needless to
say, this did not deter Sir Samuel Hoare, and, accom-
panied by Lady Maud Hoare, he made a most successful
air journey from London through to Delhi, this bein
actually the first flight made between England and India
by a purely civil machine. His pilots on that occasion
were the late Capt. F. L. Barnard, and Capt. C. F. Wolley-
Dod, now Manager of the European Division| of
Imperial Airways. g

Imperial Airways had, by the autumn of 1926,
completed their preparations for the start of the seétiony

of the England-India air mail $tretching from Cairo to”

Karachi ; but now political difficulties were encountered
with regard to the operation of the route along thé
Persian shores of the Persian Gulf. Meanwhile, fn
January, 1927, the Company took over from the &.A.F.
the Cairo-Baghdad air mail service, and extended™e
to Basra, at the head of the Persian Gulf. e
Negotiations with Persia dragged on, andfat one
time broke down completely. But by 1929 the diffi
culties had been overcome, and the Persian Government
gave an authorisation to Imperial Airways 6 flygonce
weekly in each direction for a period ofé]iree years
along the Persian coast. Negotiations dad 'Is%ggen in
progress for the extension of the service ftom Cairo to
London, and these reached a successful 'sué%pproxi—
mately the same time; so that it becamc possible to
extend the service eatward to In “westward to
London simultaneously, thus provi ,000 miles
air service conneéing Britain, F plalestine, Iraq
and India—this being the first reg £ service from
Britain to any part of the Empire. t
fleet of land-planes and flying-bea ch was necessary
for operating this England-India aif mail, and the
extensive ground organisatiopwshich had to be created
in the shape of main aerodromes, subsidiary alighting
oints, and wircless andg meteorological stations,
Imperial Airways sent ouyto the various $tations and
depots along the route approximately 200 expert ajr-
waymen and engineers? men were all specialists
at their various tasks—pioneers in the field of trang.
Empire aerial trans »
It was acrial
as those air fol
from London of t
went out to

ry that these men were making

who watched the departure
ittle group of picked men whe,
e of the more distant Stationg

along the India  route. They jo

those pioneers, and made light of tasks they
were about to undertake. But a€lghe back of their
minds they realised the significan he occasion

They were the first units of 2 newyFmPBise-wide organisa-
tion which $tands for a method % speed transport
reducing journeys of weeks to daysgafid those of days
(o hours and which, as it ex at the rate at which it
is now expanding, will mgan thd development of a
great induétry nvalh’ng, and in due course even
cclipsing, the world’s gtcaf Vsh;p ing industry.
L 4

On a long route
India there were many
desert sections it wa$

that between England and
ems to be solved. On
cCessary to instal reserve petrol
depots, some of thém from civilisation. It was a
formidable tas itselfggapart from a hundred and one
other details, t lish and maintain these remote
refuelling posts. . Greap tanks had to be sunk below
the ground. #8uppligs of petrol had to be conveyed
to them. Then, as if was not possible to guard them
constantly, dev d to be installed to make it impos-
sible to get*@the petrol unless one was an authorised
ithf'the) requisite key. When such sunken
s, werelfist” introduced in the early days of the
desert aigymail, local shaikhs who were modern enough
td pos;}%r cars were not averse from endeavouring
to ge’tﬁ%@ free petrol from these unattended posts.
Hepcenghe Teed for adequate construétion against such
desert pilferage.

Anofher problem which the organisers of the
Englafd-India air mail had to face was this. Until
nightgflying can be in regular progress throughout such
i roufe, the daily Stages sometimes take a big craft in

ening to some remote point where, in addition

ds, it is essential that there should be comfortable

commodation for the passengers who are making
their journey in the machine. Thus the work of the
airway organisers takes on yet another phase. The
officials must arrange for the provision, where they do
not exist already at remote air-halts, of comfortably
equipped rest-houses. And here a staff, with adequate
catering arrangements, must be in readiness for the
arrival of the air-liners and their occupants. This
implies another romantic feature of airway working
on a long distance route like that between England and
India. Down comes onc of the big ’planes, as dusk
falls, at some tiny intermediate Station. A handful
of local folk, to whom the arrival of the air-liner is
one of the big events of their existence, come hurrying
up. The passengers disembark. The air-liner captain
and his first officer attend to the refuelling of their big
machine. Then the passengers who have just descended
from the clouds are escorted to the neighbouring rest-
‘house which has been provided for their accommoda-
tion. Here, right out somewhere in the wilds, they
find that all the amenities of 2 modern hotel, including a
cll-cooked dinner, have been prepared for them;
after they have enjoyed it and have discussed the
ial features of interest in their day’s flying, they
e to rest and sleep the sleep of thoroughly contented
ers. Next morning, early, breakfast awaits them,
en they take their places again in the big air-liner
winging their way along the next sections of the
England-lndia route.
as on the trans-desert $tages between Cairo,
and Basra that it became necessary to establish

}facﬂities in the shape of fuel replenishment and
s
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a fort—a romantic alighting point—right
out in the heart of the desert at Rutbah
Wells.  This fort was armed so that it
could protect itself adequately against the
possible onslaught of any desert maraud-
ers. But these nomads of the desert,
after they saw how well prote&ted the
fort was, made up their minds that a
friendly policy would serve their purpose
best, and relations between this air-fort and
the occupants of the surrounding desert
havealways been of a satisfaltory charaéter.

There is, incidentally, an illuminating
little Story that can be told to illustrate
how modern travel is beginning to alter
conditions even in the heart of deserts.

— ST

west of Baghdad,
alight in the dese
adjustment. g hi.
all was well, he .glaneed Gver the sandy
wastes surrounding ‘the air-liner and
observed : “ Wiell, here you have the
real desert.” _;ut%ﬂti ad spoken just a
little too sgbon, because hardly had his
words been tteregﬁwhen, despite the fa&
that they hadm@®me down in such an
appareq#ly desglate spot, visitors began to
arrive jfi a simply astonishing way. First
came fivelgass, dashing up at high speed,
and pfiging interested spectators. Then
several actoplanes of the R.A.F. appeared
in he sky above, and, after finding out
; % t nOthing much was amiss, they enter-

‘taifled the air-liner’s passengers with a
f;ﬂittle ‘fmpromptu flying display. These

k€ some minor
assengers that

The4Jordan after it leaves the Sea of Galilee, show-
WAZ the new dam under construciion. Photo :
American Colony Stores.

On one of the services of the England- P2

India air mail the captain of one air-liner
had arrived midway between Baghdad
and the Gulf of Suez, roughly 8o miles

Air view of the river Jordan flowing into thef”

Dead Sea, showing the sall pans near the river a{y_nd
the mountains of Moab in the background. 41211016-:
American Colony Photographers. ™

-
N

—
R.A.F. machines were followed almost
immediately by another aeroplane, this
time a machine flown by a pilotwhowas
engaged on special work for Iraq petro-
leum interests. He landed close to the
air-liner and wanted to know if he could
be of any assiStance, while his passengers
joined the other interested speétators.
And then just after that a couple of cars
appeared, driven by natives, who just
glanced over casually but did not stop,
taking the whole scene quite for granted.
“ And there you have the desert to-day ”
was the air-liner pilot’s terse comment.

The way in which science now

annihilates distance was shown on
another occasion when, by means of the

Rutbah Wells taken from an Imperial Airways

liner of the * Hannibal ” class, showing another

liner of the same class on the ground. Photo :
American Colony Photographers.
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o wihrelens gervice which playa so Important a part in the
organtaation of 0 modern ulrwufr, pamsenpgers who were
(lylng 10 India heard the result of the Derby, while
high above the desert, within a minute or 80 of the
concluglon of the ree on Hpiom Downa,

On one sectlon of the India route, while crogsing
the Medlerranean, travellers experlence yel another
novelty,  Indtend of thelr halting polnt taking the form
ol o reft=house, {6 assumes the shape of a fine, praceful
marlne motor vessel, the “Imperin”  Moored In a
beautlful lagoon on the island of Crete, she aéls ag a
(loating  hotel for Vngland-India - passengers, ‘I'his,
{t may he mentloned Incldentally, s I){ no means the
wole purpone of her exidtence,  She s 4 completely
equipped marine tender for the big flying-hoats on
this section of the route, care Inﬁ,r; apare parts and all
guch materlals ag may be required ; and, belng a mobile
unit, she can proceed at o moment’s notice In any
divection,  Mer employment as a marine hotel and
estaurant 1s, as one can imaglne, greatly appreciated by
lingland-Indin afr passengers, T'he big flying-boats
come down gently and alight on the lagoon.  Where-
upon the passengers are conveyed quickly to  the
“Imperia,”  and vnjug o meal on board while the
flying-hoat takes on a fresh supply of fuel,  They then
return (o thelr alreraft and are soon aloft again,

\Y

[n {ts initial dtages the whole of the Fngland-India
route, with the exception of two short train links—ane
from Basle to Genoa and the other from Alexandriaito
Calro—was accomplished by air.  Machines fléw
from London »/a Basle to Paris. ‘I'hen the route cont
nued by flying-boat from Genoa to Alexandria ; while\
HEmpire-type air-liners operated the remainder of the -
route from Calro to Kavachi,  After funétioning satis-
fatorily for nearly a year, and bringing India withir
seven days of Hngland, political difficultics with Ttaly
developed, and it became necessary to divert ‘w: r
route for elghteen months through Central Hurope. T’
however, the political troubles were smoothed anc
[mperial Airways returned to a Genoa-Naples-Corfi

Later on a land link, by sleeping car tra
adopted between Paris and Brindisi, at which p
flying-hoats picked up their loads and flew i
to Alexandria, Certain shortenings of the
ward from Athens, also enabled the ])lb‘vin
Hngland-India schedule to be reducedoggix

Not long after this the agreemept
expired, and as an alternative route whlich the Persian
authorities suggested did not mec@ywith™pgoval from
a technical point of view, it was dcciwmnsfer the
Persian Gulf seétion of the India rc o TR other side
e necessary
organisation along the Arabian side ¢ Gulf, acro-
dromes being eftablished at Bahrein afid Sharjah, with
intermediate lﬂmling-;?rouncls Myvaridus other points.
Sharjah, located on what us ¢ called “ the pirate
coadl,” became an importan halt, and here was
congtrudted a pifturesque,
the same lines as the on

|)

I'rom the very co
India, the objeét has be
India from Karachi
culties, however, de
A temporary extensio
gome (ime (o
from the Indi

to extend the service across

towards Australia.  Diffi-
cd these extensions forsome time.
om Karachi was operated for
¢ machines being chartered
rnment, ‘This extension service

ements were
ht planes
- with the
cen Karachi
lia also inaugu-
neéted with the

(erminated in December, 19(3;, and a
(hen made by the Indian Governm
helonging to the Delhi Aero Club
il planes at Karachi, and earry mails
and g’)clhi. ,(nmm‘crcml. Interesig
mated a service of l}ght planes
(ingland-India mail at Karachi,
vice from there to Bomb;
In the early part of 19
smoothed away and an Indi
Continental  Alrways—wag
imail service across Indis
was actually extended
wnd Cawnpore to Calcutf?
further extensions eaf
culminating, at the ¢
ihose additional links
carried the rou

Her

Ities in India were *
any—India Trans-
[OFmCd to operate an air
On July 7, 1933, the service
Karachi via Jodhpur, Delhi
d this was followed by
to Rangoon and Singapore,
h34, by the establishment of
great Empire air chain which
Ingapore to Port Darwin and
Brishane, there to cofimget with the air mail system of
Augtralia,  Fr the inception of the India air mail,
and in spite ofladverse conditions brought about by the
preat depressi other causes, the traffic growth
on this greatagoute has been consistently encouraging.

[t has inc ot in any spectacular way, nor by fits

and gar hegrowth has been steady and dcpcnczlb.lc,

parl gard to the carriage of mails. Durin
raffic progress was such that it was dccideﬁ

he weekly service between London and
this duplicated service, providing two
ckly in each direftion, came into regular
at the beginning of the present year,

. any other important aspets has progress
ntinued on this great England-India air mail. By an
ated service Calcutta is now only- 6§ days from
on.  Giant g-engined air-liners, some of them
ning a STCCCI of 150 miles an hour, have replaced
j-engined craft with which the service was inaugu-
ted. lFares for passengers have been reduced; so
also have the postage rates for air-borne mails, and half-
ounce letters are now carried between England and
India for a fee of sixpence.

Nor is this all. Far from it. An even greater
era of expansion now impends. The authorities have,
in prinalplc, agreed to the bulk transport of first-
class mails by air on the main Empire routes without
any surcharges or special labels. A great scheme is
also being embarked uron for illuminating the main
Empire air routes, so that flying can proceed on a 24-
hours’ basis. At the same time designs are being
worked on for Empire-type air-liners which will be
far larger and swifter in flight than any machines in use
at present. These huge aircraft are to contain luxu-
rious sleeping as well as day accommodation for the
passengers using them. They will fly night and day
over tEe England-India and other routes, halting only
t ,';'cplcnish their fucl-tanks and to change crews, and
r occupants will be just as comfortable in these
nuous day-and-night journeys as they would be in

ocean-going liner.
e result of all these developments and improve-
providing a fitting culmination to years of
s and ceaseless work, will be that in approxi-
two years” time a great luxury air speed service
ying from London to Egypt in 1} days, and
om England to India in not more than 2}
it is robable that, by that time, there
or possibly five services a week in each
g this vital England-India airway,




