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Dear Friends,

I am proceeding on leave from
June 1, 19789 preparalory to my re-
tirement from the service of the
Carporation on November 7, 1979.

I will be leaving Bombay in
early June and will be permanently
settling down in Madras.

I have had the good fortune of
having served Air-India for over 30
years. | have also had the privilege
of having been closely associated
with the progress and growth of Air-
India ever since it commenced
international operations, and es-
pecially in the last few vears as ils
Chief Executive,

As I take stock of my career, [
feel | could not have served a better
or more dynamic and challenging
organisation than Air-India under the
leadership of our respected Mr J.R.D.
Tata, who lead Air-India and its
predecessor companies continuously
for 48 years. The excellent perform-
ance of Air-India over the years has
been primarily due to the continuous,
dedicated and dynamic leadership of
Mr Tata.

I have personally benefitted a
great deal in knowledge and experi-
ence from my service with Air-India.
As you all know, I joined Air-India
as a Senior Engineer and rose
steadily in my career holding various
posts till I was appointed as the
Chief Executive in 1977.

Throughout. my career | have en-
joved working with all of you in this
fine organisation, and | will always
be grateful for the cooperation that
you have given me without which I
could nol have done very much.

Air-India has made rapid pro-
gress since nationalisation in 1953.
Today the financial strength of the

Corporation is excellent. With a (1

Government  equity  capital  of
Rs.33.41 crores, our net worth today
stands at over Rs.180 crores. Since
nationalisation we have made pro-J
fits throughout except for thr !
vears and the cumulative profits
gince 1953 to-date amount to over
Rs.96 crores. We have ploughe
into the organisation Rs.259
ffom our earnings. The last
years have been particuld
for Air-India in that the

for 1976-T7, 1977-T8 3
have been over Rs.76
several adverse faclof

during the year, Ih%
the year 1978-79

be a record which is
likely to exg 78 profit
of Rs.28.45

Thepfufu Air-India is pro-
mising Agap anticipated fuel

reatened inter-
flation of air transport,
etiipn and pressure, for
lower fares. During the last year, we
have already taken measures to cut
on cosls in several areas. We will
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G. APPUSAMY

gftise strict controls on our costs especially on
iture both on staff as well as publicity and estab-
ts. il also have to prune other controllable items of
rhilike traveY, communication, transport and so on. Only then
imeompetitive and generate adequate internal resources for
£expd an. We must also embark on productivity improvements
titilisation of sircraft and provision of additional seating on
o technological improvements ere in sight in the next
_that are likely to reduce unit costs,
he increase in the number of passengers carried, we have
ng some adverse criticism on passenger handling both at
offices and airports especially at Bombay and Delhi. While we
itically look st these complaints, strengthen and improve our
sos in these areas, the ultimate remedy really lies in the early
sion of Real Time Computer reservations and commissioning of
airport complexes with reasonable facilities. The present conditions
h Delhi and Bombay Airports are chaotic and hardly any improve-
ment or passenger satisfaction is possible till the new International

lishment
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()Terminais with adequate facilities are commissioned, As far as the

Real Time Computer is concerned, there has indeed been an unduve delay
and after several years of follow up we have at last received Govern-
ment approval only recently and the reservalions are expected to go on
computer early nexl year. We have also received some criticism in
respect of delays to our services and the technical departments have
already launched a campaign action to improve our regularity. With the
large scale exodus of our technical staff to girlines of neighbouring
countries, we have been for some time facing shortage of experienced
licensed personnel. A large scale recruitment and training programme of
engineers and pilots has been taken up during the last year, but it will
take some time before we catch up with the short-fall especially n
respect of experience. Our technical departments will no doubt con-
tinuously review our training programmes with a view to improving our:
technical and safety standards.,

We have ambitious plans for the future. Feour additional 747 aircraft
will be delivered during the current year - one in August 1979, the
second in December 1979 and the other two in March 1980, Apart from
restoring some of the curtailed operations, we will be introducing 747
services to Japan early next year replacing the present 707 services.
Also from the middle of next vear, we plan to operate three more services

i India to North America con-
ing Canada from the continental

| " gateway of Paris. We also propose

augmenting capacity to Europe, UK
and Gulf points, Two of our oldest
T07-437 aircraft will be withdrawn
from scheduled operations by next
April, but it is planned to use these
aircraft for charter operations as
well as to augment ecapacity for
Indian Airlines to meet their shortage
till the new aircraft on order by them
are delivered. Currently a joint fleet-
planning study for Air-India and
Indian Airlines is in progress and
within the next few monthe a deci-
sion should be taken onthe selection
of a long range smaller wide-body
aircraft for the gradual replacement
of 707 fleet. Studies are also in
progress with regard to twin-engined
wide body medium range aircrafl for
meeting  Air-India’s  short/medium
haul and regional operations. Cur-
rently we are wet leasing capacity
from abroad for our all-freighter
operations and we plan to acquire
our own wide-body freighter mircraft
in 1982-83 period. To achieve the
required growth and efficiency, we
will need much more Government
supnort in processing our expansion
projects expeditiously. It is also
important that the Management and
the Board should be given more
autonomy for decision-making in
financial and adminisirative matlers.

Recent distorted press reports on
the working of AirIndia and its
executives bave done great dis-
service to our internationally presti-
gious  organisation apart from
demoralising its dedicated officers.
I am confident that this situation
will be corrected and [ only hope
that this will not lead to any exodus
of our loyal and experienced execu-
tives. | have no doubt that with the
continued cooperation, dedication
and hard work of all of you, Air-India
will not only continue to maintain its
position as a leading Public Sector
Undertaking in India but also as one
of the most successful airlines of
the world.

Even though I will be retiring
from active service, my thoughts
will always be with you all and with
Air-India. Being in Madras, | shall
not be far awav and I will always
welcome the opportunity to meet my
old friends. My address is *“PREMA"
No. 8, Karpagambal Nagar, Mylapore,
Madras 600 004, India. Telephone
No. 73275 or 72121

I pray for AirIndia’s greater
success in the future and for the
prosperity and happiness of all of
vou who go to make up the Air-India
family.

Wishing you and your families
all good fortune,

Yours sincerely,

K.G. Appusamy
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OMBAY

Vintage Car Buff

° NCE again this year Mr 5.5
Dabholkar, Commercial
Manager-Publicity, won the

trophy for the Best Maintained Car
for the 1933 Austin at the Vintage
Car Parade held in Bombay recently.

“Restoration of an old car is an
art”, says Mr Dabholkar, and close
attention has to be paid to ensure
that everything in the vehicle is as
per the original specifications...”

He takes justifiable pride in the
fact that his 1933 Austin Harley 12
Bp, 4 door saloon has won the trophy
for three years in succession for the
best maiptained car. Discussing
vintage cars in general, Mr Dabholkar
explained, “Incidentally, not all old
cars are labelled ‘vintage’. Cars
which appeared on the road before
1904 are known as veterans; those
manufactured between 1905 and
1916 are Edwardians; the post-World
War | models up to 1930 are vintage;
and the 1931-39 period brought forth
the post-vintage classics. So my
Harley is really a post-vintage car.”

When the race started, the
maroon and black Harley gleamed
and shone and the engine fired at the
first touch upon the self-starter. “I
am one of the few people in Bombay
who use their vintage cars regularly
and who keep them in perfect

Mr Dabholkar receiving the trophy from
Ms Wood of Castrol for his Best Main-
tained Car. |

condition,” says Mr Dabholkar. The
car can be seen matching the pace of
any of the fmodern automobiles
along Bombay's Marine Drive three
times a week. “All my instruments
are original Smiths, and all of ther
work.”

SYMPOSIUM of Coym
cations Centre Chief3
Telecom Engin As
in Bombay recently

requirements
implementation
outstations in

Ind %o I
attended this Brd

Sympo-
tions, Mr G0, , outlined the
role of s Mfunction in the
organisatio Fffective applica-
tion,

. atted Dy Controller of
Communications explained the

training activities of the Department
for effective communication in view
of computerisation in Air-India,
while Mr M.D. Joshi, Sr Dy
Communications Manager, high-
lighted the future plans in the field
of Data, Radio and Telegraph
communication,

Training Officers 5. Raman and
M.L. George gave a detailed report
on various type of training being
imparted by the Air-india Communi-
cations Department to their staff
and to other Departments for the
effective and economic use of the
systems and facilities. in worldwide
communication

ribute
ToThe Brave
Firemen

IR-INDIA recently observed
A the Fire Prevention Week

when demonstration in fire
fighting and rescue work was shown
at the second staff colony at Santa
Cruz by the Bombay Fire Brigade
and Civil Defence Mobile Column,
GCovt. of Maharashtra. This ‘was
arranged for the benefit of our staff
and family members. Four fire
engines, one ambulance and a water
tanker with crews took part in the
demonstration. Residents of the
colany were present to witness the
demonstration.

Lectures and demonstrations
were arranged at the Air-India
Building and other city offices as
well. A film was shown in the
Auditorium forstaff as well as the
tenants in the Air-lndia Building.
Finally, on 14th April, 1979, which is
designated as “Fire Service Day”, a
wreath on behalf of ‘Air-India was
placed at the monument at Fire
Brigade Headquarters at Byculla.
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At Study..

THREE

Emphasise Hindi
. ‘\“
by N.R. Kshatriya /e}d'é; rtain
SUB-COMMITTEE of the Par- estions for the
liamentary Committee on Of- i -
ficial Languages (left) consti-
tuted in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Official Languages Act,
1963, headed by MrOm Mehta visited
Air-India recently to review the pro-
gress made in the use of Hindi in the ag
working of the Corporation. Theten-  ling ag printing of passengers’ tickets,
member Sub-Committee, is nomi- etc.
nated by Parliament from amongst \4!._! ion made by Mr S K.
the members of the Lok and Rajya Nanda~Dy PPIR to introduce a
Sabha. Besides Mr Mehta, the con- (gocumentaw film on the use of Hindi

knowing em-
5 ement’ in our
‘Magic Carpet’, bi-

venor, the other members were: Mr | /in the Public Sector Undertakings &
G.5. Mishra, Kunwar Mahmud Al{fNCovt. offices, with a view to publi-
Khan, Mr S.R. Reddy, Mr Surendra ising the theme, was heartily en-
Jha 'Suman’, Mr V. Venka, Mr |agan-_ by the Committee.
nathrao Joshi and Mr G > oncluding the discussions, the
Gupta. naging Director assured that all
The Committee held disc sible steps would be taken to
with our Managing Director an plement the suggestions made by
executives of the “the Committee.
Mr K.C. Appusamy, whi in The members saw with interest
the members of the ‘CoMmmi J various material depicting the use
broadly reviewed the grdgress of Hindi in the working of Air-India
in the use of Hindi igfthe working of  displayed at the entrance of the
Air-India. }] meeting hall.

{ing Staff

was inaugurated byMr G.8, Chhugani,
Air-India’s District Sales Manager.

A dinner was hosted by Airdndia
on completion of the training which
was attended by all the trainees,
including A personnel. Photograph
(left) shows Mr Chhugani sitting
fourth from left, flanked by the Air-
India instructors, and the trainees.

dabad office
“Opportunity of
an_ Airlines staff
da, Belgaum,
i, Mangalore, Jam-
Keshdd,? Porbandar and
Q\tﬂls accomplished with

two instructors from
N, Muncherjee and
. The five-day course

AIR-INDIANS W

An Air-India team fro
Francisco Office won the
Trophy for the best performanch by a
team from Asia and Pgfifig ared in
the Golf Tournament '
Niugini and Airline Exebjibive maga-

‘.fine at Lae, Papua, New Guinea.

Ferdoas Nagarvala and Jack
Sorge, who represented Air-India in
the Tournament, have won this Trophy
for the second consecutive year.

Capt M.S, Kohli, until recently Man er-tlnslw

Australasia, Sydney, has taken over as Regional

Manager on Special [li_:nla;ﬁwﬁh headquarters in
elhi.

Beauty Contest in Jullundur

NE of the local clubs in Jullun- of an open contest, attended by &
large number of people which includ-
ed Air-India’s commercial contacts.

Photograph shows Mr R.B. Sharma,
Sales Manager - Punjab, crowning the
Air-India Princess. With the tradi-
tional chivalry of the North, R.B.
thereafter spent the rest of the
evening, our correspondent adds, with
the Air-india Grandma!

dur, Punjab, recently organised

a gala evening in which Air-India
participated prominently. Prizes
were given to not only the Air-India
Maharajah and the Air-India Maha-
rani, but also to an Air-India Prince
and Princess, and to top it all, an
Air-India Grandpa and Grandma. The
winners were selected on the basis

‘1
&
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A second prize was awarded to the Air-India folder *'Varied Palate of India'" at the 19th All India
Conference & Exhibition held in Calcutta recently.

e

in, Singapore
ing Lunch-
berdd Imperial
recently, The
tremendous
ogver 70 inter-

gave & concert

pating. Singers WO Ragamala posters designed by Avinash
an cuisine was Gopdbole and conceived by Mr J.B. Cowasiji,

Eancd Air-India’s former Commercial Manager-

ap interline gesture
on
M Le
ger of Trans Australia

sManager-Singapore. Mr Lam-

office, Ms Primrose Chew

;géllhlia's National Day,| Publicity, were selected by the publishers of

en Lambourne, Sales | Mojern Publicity 1979 and printed in their annual.
Airlines, presented a cake | The magazine is published from England and is
to, Mr B.D. Billimoria, our | a0 angual survey of the best graphic designs sent
bourne was accompanied by | in by graphic designers, art directors, advertising
stwo charming girls from his | ogancies and publishers from all over the world.

and Ms Amne Chen,

Calorie - happy Billie! Mr.
Lamboume, his iwo cham-
ing colleagues, and cake.

Mr H.D, Billimoria, Manager-
Singapore, presenting a
prize to one of the winners
at the lucky draw, Mr K.
Satyamurti, Asst Mapagzer,
i5 al the mike, while Mr J.
B, Bharucha, Area Sales
Manager, beams at the
winner,

Ms Grace Coutinho from
Headguarters was invited recently
to Geneva to participate in the
Flowers and Handicrafts Exhibition
organised by Air-India and the
India Tourist Office.

Presented with imaginative
skill, the Indian flowers arranged

e\ - by Grace the handicraft:
Ms Vi Director of the India Tourist Office with Ms Grace Coutinho along- | ¥ 4 < gave ne 2 a !CI’B‘ S an
’ side the exhibition. impressive look. Objects in wicker-

N,

Flower
in
Indian Handicraft

waork, ceramics, lacquer and ivory
were accentuated by the delicate
arrangements of orchids, crysan-
thenums, snap dragons and tube-
roses.

The exhibition was inaugu-
rated by Ms Gurbachan Singh,
wife of the Indian Ambassador to
Switzerland and attended by the
Indian community in Geneva.



Recently Andy Shaw our District Sales Manager in G
a presentation at Durham Technical College in north Eng
with Trevor Walker our District Sales Manager f
weather, took seven hours to get to their destin
six hours to make the return journey. Students of
the Atlas will see that it is only a short distance
the barder. When Trevor Walker came to retur
was so much torrential rain and so many
thought he was goingto be cut off by floods,
and he was stopped by the police because s jet had crashed
and scattered debris across the road necessitating a twelve mile detour.

I know many of our colleagues in@tim rmuns probably have to
undergo many hazards to perform th ties bulsthis little reference is
just to show that despite various haz  of. the day in the U.K. region at
the moment, we do not let the weather. gel pwn, even if we talk about
it incessantly!

erflowing rivers, that he
the u cted happened

\ Trevor Turner
London

Folk Art on Display

news-scan by TREVOR TURNER

IR-INDIA in London recently

encouraged a gallery owner to
bring to Londor an extensive exhibition
of tribal, folk and village arts of India
to be displayed at the Anthropos
Gallery.

Every room in the gallery had a
plate acknowledging Air-India’s assist-
ance. During the course of the
exhibition; Mr Trevaer Turner, Air-
India's Publicity Manager, was inter-

viewed by the BBC World Services
(Hindi Section). The airline got
considerable publicity mileage both
from the exhibition as well as the radio
programme.

This exhibition is the largest
collection of such art ever seen
together inthe West and will remainan
London for some time. At a later stage,
the exhibition might go to Scandinavia

a poignant tale \

and to Germany.
£

Up The Nuptse

Doug Scott of mountaineering fame, recently travelled on one of
our flights from London, to make an attempt on the unconquered north
face buttress of Nuptse, a 26,000 foot mountain peak close to the
Everest, Doug Scott (left) was accompanied on the expedition by

Mike Covington and Joe Tasker.

T the Air-India check-in-counter

seen before boarding our flight

to Bombay are Cornish farmer,
Eric Comely and his wife Gladys. Eric
Comely was flying to Bombay to play
‘midwife’ to one of the herds of Fresian
Cows, which two vyears ago his
daughter [ill had mtroduced in India.
Jill had a chance meeting with a dairy
farmer in-Bombay who agreed that the
pedigree breed of Fresian-cows would
greatly benefit the local community,
despite expert opinion which claimed
that Fresians would not thrive that far
south in India, With the help of other
British farmers, Eric Comely rounded

up a herd ol twenty-five calves, 17
Fresians, two Guernseys and a bull. All
the animals were installed safely in
their new home and over the past two
years the herd has done better than
expected and the calves are now ready
to give birth. One of the reasons for
Eric’s visit to India was to see if the
pedigree had been passed on to the
calves. Sadly Jill Comely did not live
to see the results of her hard work as

she died in a car crash on her way back -
to England. 1t is but befitting that the

cows Indian home has been: named «
‘Jilldania’ in memory of the Comely's

daughter. Y

pa—
‘ %
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AIR-INDIA LEADS THE

a new destination for trekkers,

the Garwal region of the
Himalayas in Uttar Pradesh by initiating
a somewhat unique concept, a joint
promotion with all the leading travel
agents in the country and the
Department of Tourism.

The area had till last year
remained restricted and closed to
foreigners although with its abundance
of temples and shrines of sacred and
mythological importance it contains
mzny p(l)flms nlpopupoﬂln.r pilgrimage for
devout Hindus like Badrinath and
Gangotri, the source of the river
Ganges. The Garwal Himalayas has
some famous trekking routes and a
galaxy of peaks - Nanda Devi, Trisul,

Kamet, Nilkanth,
Chowkhamba, Srikanth, Jogin; Bander
Pooch, etc, which have attracted many
expeditions from abroad.

“We have selected Garwal for
special promotion;” says Commander

A IR-INDIA is trying to popularise

Joginder Singh, Air-India's Manager
for Trek and Mountain Tours, “because
compared te other areas this has not
received el publicity and primarily
because well known areas like Gangotri
and Yamunotri were closed to foreigners
till last year.”

Following an announcement late
last summer of the opening up of
certain areas like Swaragrohini,
Gaumukh and Gangotri, Air-India
initiated meetings with the Garwal
Hill Development Corporation, some
leading travel agencies, the UP Tourism
Department and local hoteliers and
travel agents. At meetings held in
Mussoorie last December, a course of
action was finalised, some routes and a
few interesting trekking itineraries
and excursions were selected for
promotion in the initial stages.

Itineraries selected range from
four days to three weeks with Mussorie
as a base and cover about ten routes

around various peaks in the area
including one to Gaumukh at a height
of 13,500 feet.

Tours
A preliminary trek on one of the
selected itineraries was undertaken
a group of Indian travel agents Iast
month. Two ‘fam' tours of foreign jou
operators were brought in on thefSam
route, the first from UK and
and the second group from
recently. Two more

from M
the circular trek will Hin Dewalsar:
Goriaphdar, climaxi t Nag
at 10,000 ft, with its pa &
the Himalayasand Junglnrl,
Dogadda and TH --

to

Other prd pas in the
pipelipeare the g of brochures,
a film planned and
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3 Diverse Terrain
\ Cm&jogmdcr Singh thinks there

15:a tremendous future in- u‘ekkmg in
pwmuch more than in Nepal
in Garwal and Himachal we
¢ 30 much more to offer, a more
rse type of terrain and culture.
e Eastern Himalayas are still closed

f = 1o forei d
follow in October from Wn&h‘a D T e e
and New Zealand. O _J) only recently started opening up.

the Lahaul valley in Himachal has

“As a beginning Garwal has been
selected because it is a known destination
all over the world, being the source of
two great rivers, the Ganges and
Jamuna and people have been
clamouring to come Lo this area. Areas
like this take years to develop. The
Nanda Devi area look about five years
to promote,” the Commander added.

'c’

Pain And

Glory

A SAGA OF COURAGE

HRIKANT V. KARMARKAR of
Cargo successfully climbed the
‘Mrigthuni’ which is at a height
of 22,300 ft. This peak is in the
Eastern Garhwal Region of Himala-
(Ias and H cm the periphery of outer

With the active assistance of the
Air-India Management and the en-
couragement of the Sports Control
Board, Shrikant was able to participate
in an expedition which scaled this
virgin peak late last year.

While he }m El.

were able 1o r.hrn peak rikant
hzd the misfortune o "ipplng ol
Jt. He

suffered from acute

treated in the A at
Joshimath before he ted to a
hospital in Bpmbay. has now

’
. We w,

ed from Camp
1 0730 hrs. The snow
ess was slow due
iting wind. At 0830 hrs we
kfast on little hump.
very soft and it was
imb. After crossing and
“many crevasses we reached
tof 21,000 ft at about 1530 hrs.
slow due to exhaustion and
1 Felt dehydrated due to
flage of water. At about 1630 hrs

the hej

e down to approximately -17 C.
our members with two porters climbed
“the height of 22,300 fi on Mrigthuni
successfully. Two of our membesswent
ahead 190 ft and our expedition was
totally successful. We started descending
at 1710 hrs. On the return there was
about 50 ft traverse on the little head
slope, so I told my partners that I
would lead the descent. I cut three
steps. Unlortunately, 1 slipped down
from the third step and within a few
seconds I rolled down nearly 300-350
ft. Fortunately, my feet got locked inan
ice hump and I stopped there. While

"wsxen it was sunsel, the temperature

rolling down; I lost my ice-axe and
hand gloves. A porter who was with me
lost his balance and also came down.
He braked himself by using hisice-axe,
The other members and a porter came
down slowly to us. Then the four of us
started descending together. The time
was about 1845 hrs. By this time, it was
dark and we could only see ice and our
footsteps which were directing us
towards Camp I1. A lot of powdered
snow entered into my clothes and shoes
and my hands and toes became hard
due to frost-bite. Because of frost-bite
my descent was slow. I asked my
friends to go ahead and leave me onthe
way and requested them lo save their
lives. It was cloudy and windy
indicating night avalanches. They
were notready to leave me; they roped
me up and asked me to walk slowly
with them. We reached Camp II at
about 2100 hrs. There was nothing
ready to eat and drink on Camp IL
Since all of us were exhausted and
nobody was able to meltsnow for water
and cook, we went to our sleeping bags
without water and food.”

A report from V.M. Bhagwat

HIS year our open Carrom
T Tournament was held at the

Sports Club, Santa Cruz. The
tournament, which started on December
18, 1978 ended on February 14, 1979,
There were three events in the
tournament: Men’s Singles, Men's
Doubles and Ladies’Singles. This year
100 a record number of entries were
received for all the events. The results
are as follows:

Men'’s Singles:

This year the finalists were Mr
G.P. Kadam from Engineering Training
Division and Mr N.L. Nagotkar from
Material Planning Division of the
Engineering Department. The match
was won by Mr Kadam.

The players who lost in the semi-
finals were Mr D.S. Barde from
Ground Support Division of Ground
Handling Department and Mr N.N.

Bagwe from A.0.D. of Engineering
Department.

Men’s Doubles:

In this event the finalists were Mr
S.N, Sane and Mr N, Sathe both from
Booking Office and Mr P.D. Walinjkar
and Mr G.P. Kadam, both from
Engineering Department. In the keenly
fought finals, the match was won by
Messrs Sane and Sathe.

The teams that lost in the semi-
finals were Mr A.N. Gawankar (Stores)
and Mr A A Pednekar (Comm.) and
Mr P.S. Pant and Ms A.]. Kanitkar
from Finance and Accounts Depart-
ment,

Ladies Singles:

The ladies finals was played
between Ms A |. Kanitkarand Ms N.R.
Barve both from Finance and Accounts
Department and the match was won by
Ms Kanitkar.

The two ladies who lost in tie
semi finals were MsG. Venkateswaran
and Ms V.V. Welinkar from Firance
and Accounts Department and Stores
and Purchase Department respectively.
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PARTING GIFT

It is with pride, gratitude and
happiness that I am retiring from Air-
India after 2 continuous service of over
34 years. The extension of passage
facilities in toto during retired life is
one of the hest parting gifts Air-India
has offered.

However, the three month validity
for staff tickets will be a great handicap
to retired employees, since after
retirement there are no compelling
reasons for the employee to live in
India or cut down one's stay abroad, It
will be of great help if this restriction is
removed and the normal validity of
one year is restored to the tickets of
retired employees. [ humbly request
you to look into this useful suggestion
and do the needful.

HA. Pat
Manager-Flight Despatch (Retd)
Santa Cruz

DEVNAGARI-ALL THE WAY

T is heart warming to see

two Hindi pages intro-

duced inthe ‘MagicCarpet’
|ram neither a Hindi fanatic
nor an English enthusiast, but
when yvou do something let it
beinthe Air-India tradition of
perfection. Why are all figures
on the Hindi pages shown in
English? Surely it could not be
a type-setting problem. If you
have letters in Devnagari there
could be figures in Devnagari
too Oris it just that some oné
forgot?

L.R. Pandya
Ex-Staff 26721
(Ops.})

The text of the write-up of

the Hindi supplement for the

month of February only, carries
figures in English.

The year 1978 is printed

in English in all the Hindi sup-

plements. This will be rectified.

—Editor

LIFE-SAVING DRUG

ONE-UP

A partof a news item in the Indian
Express (Bangalore edition ) of
February 10, 1978 under the caption
‘Call of Life', which reads: “The drug is
available in Italy and Mr Victor near
Milan with his [riends found that the
medicine was available. Fifty vials of
the life-saving drug were sent to the
Air-India office who sent it free on the
first available flight”, clearly indicates
the humanitarian instincts of your
Corporation.

Please convey our thanks to the
concerned persons in-full measure.

N.R. Gopal
West Coast Paper Mills
Dandeli (N.K |

HELP IND(N)EED!

I lost my British Passport
No: 1366428 in’ Delhi shortly after ar-
riving on one of your flights from
London.

The Duty Officers at the Con-
naught Circus Air-India Office and
at Nariman Point, Bombay, were
kind encugh to direct and advise me
as to where o report in writing, and
finally helped to trace it

Please convey my sincere grati-

tude- David McManus
Bombay

WAIT AND WATCH

1 lost my wrist watch on board the
plane at New Delhi when I was onyour
flight No.108 from New York to
Bombay on the 18th of May, 1978

I had 10 wait only a few minutes
for the efficient Air-India crew to d
their bestand hey presto! [ got back my
watch. Please accept my sincere tha 1k,s

Madras
And thanks to our march@ staff!

/ .
Your hostess took considerable
care off hy grandchild and we were
e Py 1o welcome the little one

As the grandiather of baby Rupa
Singh, (see pic.) [ would like to send
vou a letter of appreciation.

My son tried to send his child un-
accompanied on* several different
airlines, but was unable to do so since
the infant was only seven-months old.
Finally, Air-India came to our rescue

(}J LUELESS

e, »;E the introduction of Crossword,
¢ Carpet has proved to be more
sting thanother aviation magazines
#ve come across so far.

Since the clues provide much [ood
“lor thought it will be appreciuted if the
) solution be given-only in the following

issue,

SRR, Chawalt

Accouniant

Budge! Section

Accounts Dept

Santa Cruz

While we agree with you, we thought

it beiter fo give the solution in the some
issue because you may noi always have the
o previous issue i front of you For an
> | enthusiast ke vou, T would suggest you
- resist the templation of taking a peek at the
solution until you have exhausted your
brain-power! — B

CHAMP AT 16

1 sector.

i Delhi. Thank you, Air-India.

Flt Lt Ranjit Singh (Reld)
Maler Kotlu
Punjah

I N a brilliant d:splay y

Indian J\lrlmes
less draw and
winmners of lhe

at Perth), Indian Airlines { Delhi) were
clearly favoured to win the ehampion-
ship. But the Air-India team put up
such a spirited resistance that they
were frustrated in their attempts to
score. Air-India plaved four matches
in' the tournzment and remained
undefeated in all four.

Among those who watched the
final game were Mr C.L. Sharma, Dy
Managing Director, who was the Chief
Guest and Mr Louis Cordeiro, President

BUA and Chairman, HF Selection
Commitiee; who presided over the
prize distribution function.

There never was a dull moment
throughout the match. Infact, excitement
ran high as teams attacked and
counter-attacked in a battle to get an
upper hand, Twice in the first hall,
Derek Drego and Newman Vaz of Air-
India broke through Indian Airlines'
detences and pushed towards the goal
but Indian Airlines' goalkeeper, Qamar
Ali, managed to push the ball away. In
the second half, Derek Drego again
came within an inch of scoring but
missed

Astam Sher Khan and Ashok
Kumar spearheaded Indian Airlines’
attack and at one stage it was only a
quick witted response from Ted
Patterson, Air-India’s Captain and
Goalkeeper, which saved Air-India.

Sumecr Mithal, son of Flight
Engineer N.N. Mithal, celebrated his
16th birtheay this year by winning the
Inter School Tennis Championship in
the Maharashtra State Lawn Tennis
Association matches. He has been a
finalist for three years in succession
and has figured prominemly in the
Inter School Tennis Tournament in
1977

Before the crucial finals began. the
large and vociferous crowd was

enterfained to a rarg spectacle of a
match between the Air-India veterans
and the Western Railway Women's
Hockey Teamn. The mateh was described
by Gadirey Creado who was acting as
Master of Ceremonies as, “champagne
before dinner”™.

OBITUARIES

We regret to record the death
of the following staff:

P.M. Broacha, Station Superin-
tendent, Commercial - Jojned :
March 2, 1964,

P.V. Sethuraman, Jr Officer
(Signals), Communications -
Joined : May 9, 1557,

A.A. Shaikh, Sr Aircraft Tech-
nician, Engineering - Joined:
August 22, 1360.

Sant Lal, Loader,
Joined : January 5, 1967,

All the players had a special word
of praise for the ground. Ashok Kumar
said: “We have never had a better
ground even for a national tournament.
This ground was even better than the
one on which we played at Bangkok in

the Asian Games’”. Delhi
-

Referees for the match were

Mr 8.8, Vali and Mr S.A. Naqui,



EIGHT

Mr Bob Simpson (left) with his wife Meg, Mr P.D. Adkar (partly hidden), Asst.

Manager-Tourism, Mr Jacob, Principal of the Cathedral School and Ms E.J. Billimoria,
Tourism Promotion Officer, Mr Simpson was invited to give the boys of the Cathedral
& short course on field training,

Magic Carpet
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A Special Guest.

Former Australian Test Cricket
Captain Bob Simpson and his wife
Meg visited India recently as the
guests of Air-India and the Govt. of
India Tourist Office. Besides playing
cricket for a benefit match in New
Delhi, the Simpsons were able to
travel around and get a feel of the
country. They have already en-
dorsed Air-India’s In-House Tours

i(’m by

and the publi

their visit has beel ielp to Air-
India as they-contin lking to
travel grolps Australia and

During  their

ON THE MOVE.....

{

)

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT:
Messrs R.M. Kaul, M.P. Masca-
renhas (Rome) and B.L Parashara
{Delhi) as Sr Station Managers; Mr
M.S.Sidhu (Vancouver) and Ms G.
Lobo as Station Managers; and Ms
RM. Lagu and Messrs V.S.
Padmanabhan (Madrasj, T.A . Anna-
swamy (Calcutta) and A K. Banerjee
(Calcutta) as Station Superinten-
dents

PLANNING DEPARTMENT:

Mr N. Gopala Rao as Station
Manager; and Messrs R.R. Pandit
and B.M. Katkar as Station Superin-
tendents

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT:

Mr T.R. Srinivasan as Manager-
Line Stations and Engineering
Administration; Messrs S.K. Sen-
gupta, TN.D. Pillai, J.V. Gupte, N.

Mani, B.M. D'Souza, S.N. Hoon
and V.N. Ogale as Asst. Engineering
Managers; Messrs R.R. Gangolly
and N.V. Rege as Establishment
Officers (Engineering); Messrs D.A.
Pradhan, C. D'Mello, K. Gopala-
krishnan and S.D. Jaifalkar as
Administrative Officers; Messrs
G.M. Bhave and P.G. Palgadkar as
Asst Administrative Officers; and
MrV.L. Menon as Secretary to DE

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

Mr U. Mehrotra as Operations
Manager-Ground Technical Train-
ing; Mr P.M. Ravindranathan as
Asst  Manager-Administration;
Messrs M.C. Thosar and Y.S.
Padbidri as Sr Simulator Ins-
tructors; Mr R K. Panicker (Triva
drum) as Sr Flight Despatche
and Mr S.N. Ramachandran a

Asst Administrative Officer
Sy

¢

"M-I

L
Caunts,
Ac Y 4

Mr AS. Rao as S

ACCOUNTS DEPAF{T%
;
Officer; Mr J N Naik

Officer- and Mr JoN. Nair as
Secretary to Direct@r of Fir??e
CIVIL WORKS-&e.P RTIES

DEPARTME

Sc_Technical Officers; Mr
itect (upgraded),

_9/)2 Khare as Dy Communica-

GROUND SERVICES DEPART-

MENT:

Messrs M.A. Irani (Delhi) and S.M
Shinde as Sr Technical Officers;
and Mr P.K. Unni as Administrative
Officer.

INFLIGHT SERVICE DEPART-
MENT: Mr A M. Rodrigues as
Secretary to Dy Director - Inflight
Sarvice

PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT:

Messrs P.M. Thakur, G. Clement
(on deputation to Inflight Service
Department) and Mr V.N. Malya
(on deputation to Operations
Department) as Personnel Mana-
gers; Mr V.M. Bhagwat, Officer-in-
charge (Sports) (upgraded); Mr
M.N. Phadke as Asst Personnel
Officer

Baliga, Dy

] &!— Nimlar,

tion match between Air-india and Pratt & Whitney, Mr B.P,
ineering Manager (Production Planning); Mr V.N. Herekar, Director

4

of Engineering; Mr Torell, President of the P&W Aircraft Groupy and Mr N. R.
Tomasetti,

o]

Mr D P, Nimkar

Tennis

Exciting Tennis matches were
played between Air-India and Pratt
and Whitney Aircraft team recently
on the beautiful courts of the
Maharashtra Lawn Tennis Associa-
tion at Bombay. Both the teams
were coveting for the handsome
Pratt and Whitney Aircraft Trophy.

Before the start of the match,
exhibition tennis doubles were
played between M/s V.N. Herekar
and B.P. Baliga of Air-india and
M/s B.Torelland N.R. Tomasetti of

President of the Air-India S
memento to Mr B. Torell, President of the

i~
rts Conilrol Board, presemting a
ratt & Whitney Aircraft Group.

Classic

Pratt and Whitney. Our pair won
the match by scoring 6-4. In the
matches that were [ater played,
Capt A.K. Godbole and B.P. Baliga
beat the Pratt and Whitney team
while K.A. Shivdasani and D. Dutt
repeated their success.

Ms Gole, wife of Mr P.V. Gole,
Director of Personnel & Industrial
Relations, distributed the prizes
while Mr D.P. Nimkar presented
the mementos to Mr B.Torell of
Pratt and Whitney Aircraft.
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