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Al STARTS ITS TORONTO
OPERATIONS

IR-INDIA commenced opera-
tions to Toronto, Canada, with
effect from January 19, 1985.
This new destination on AI’s world-
wide network has been so planned as
to offer convenient connections to
Ottawa, Vancouver, Winnipeg and
other key cities in southern and western
Canada. Besides providing the Indian
ethnic community in Toronto, a direct
air-link with India,it will also enable
Al to better promote the growing
business and tourist traffic between the
two countries. Operated with a Boeing
747 aircraft, Air-India’s new service
offers a choice of first, business and
economy class, with every first class
seat a slumberette.

The once weekly service, AI-181
which presently operated to Montreal,
will depart from Bombay every
Saturday at 0345 hours (LT) and arrive
in Toronto via Delhi and Frankfurt at
1505 hours (LT) the same day. From
Toronto it will proceed to Montreal
from where it will return to Bombay as
AI-182 departing on Saturday at 2005
hours (LT) arriving in Bombay via
London and Delhi at 0215 hours on
Monday.

The first flight which left Bombay
at 0345 hours on Saturday, January 19,
1985 carried a load of 359 passengers
from India. ' =l

%

Republic Day Celebrations

i . : : -
Entertaining a large turnout of Air-Indians, on January 26, 1
of the AI Modern Sehool.

Al PILOTS

T a function held in the Air-

India auditorium on Decembexy

_ «/, 1984, a cheque for rupees five
lakhs was presented by our Chairman,
Capt A.M. Kapur to Capt B.R.
Chairman of the newly for
Pilots Welfare Society.
The award was won by #h

noise abatement at
and also for operati
last year.
Capt Kapur,

, which marks the 75th anniver-
)f Indian aviation will be celebrated

Wang glider jointly made by the Air-
India pilots and members of the
academy of model aeronautical and
marine engineers, would be flown as
part of the year-long anniversary cele-

With a critical eye, Mr J.R.D. Tata examines the
cockpit of the micro-light aircraft.

brations. Both these aircraft were dis-
played on the second floor terrace of
the AI building on the day of the
function.

Also present at the get together were
Mr J.R.D. Tata, Managing Director
Capt D. Bose and Dy Managing
Director Mr C.L. Sharma. Expressing
his delight on his association with the
society, Mr Tata suggested that the
society should function from Juhu since
aviation in Bombay started there.

The day’s programme ended with a
screening of Air-India’s award-winning
film ‘Touchdown’. O

36 at the colony grounds, Santa Cruz, are the children

Al's CPRM Chairman of IATA

Transport Association. TATA today has
136 member airlines.

In this capacity, he will chair the
three day biennial IATA worldwide
conference scheduled to be held in New
Delhi from February 18-20, 1985. [J

At a meeting held in Geneva on
January 17, 1985, Capt J.R. Martin,
Chief Public Relations Manager, Air-
India, was unanimously elected Chair-
man of the Public Relations Advisory
Committee of the International Air

DY NMD

EXCELS

AFRAA/IATA SEMINAR

XECUTIVES from 22 African
E airlines recently gathered in

Nairobi for a very productive
AFRAA/IATA seminar.

Organised by the secretariats of the
African Airlines Association (AFRAA )
and the International Air Transport
Association (IATA), the seminar proved
to be what one seasoned participant
described as “the most productive high-
level get-together in the history of the
international air transport indusiry.”

Leading the array of speakers was
Mr David Kennedy, CEO of Aer Lingus
and President of IATA, whose presenta-
tion on “Corporate Policies and
Effective Airline Organization” dealt
with a subject of key importance to the
assembled African airline chief execu-

tives. :
According to Anthony Vandyk (Air

Transport World), another high-
ranking speaker was none other than

our Dy MD Mr C.L. Sharma, acknow-
ledged as one of the industry’s leading
experts in his subject “Financial
Management and Budgetary Control”.
He noted that in controlling unit costs,
improvements in productivity, aircraft
utilization and fuel cost monitoring
are of special importance, and warned
that persistent resort to marginal cost
pricing can be highly counter-
productive. Mr Sharma stressed that
for efficient financial management, it
is imperative to have a well-organized
internal audit department and also a
well defined and well understood
system of delegation of financial powers.
He said that “while the airlines collect-
ively seem to be inching towards a
position of net profitability, it must
not be forgotten that current debt
obligations have to be metand reserves
built up for re-equipment and future
expansion. . . .”

The Nairobi seminar was not a formal
AFRAA or ITATA decision-making
body. Nevertheless, at the final session
it was agreed that the two associations
should take action towards solving the
key problems identified at the seminar;
under capitalization, traffic rights limi-
tations, shortage of trained staff etc. At
the end of it all the delegates unani-
mously recommended that a second
seminar should be held next year — a
reflection of the value of the Nairobi
meeting. O
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By Lillian Fonseca

OR the first time in ten years,
Air-India London launched

. their own TV commercial. Pro-
duced by our UK advertising agency
Connell May & Steavenson, the com-
mercial runs for thirty seconds and as
pictured (alongside), features a palatial
lounge with passengers and an Air-
India hostess looking after them. The

music has been composed by George

3

Tony and his wife being welcomed aboard our flight.

Fenton who also wrote the music for
the film “Gandhi” and the very success-

ful TV series in the UK the “Jewel in
the Crown”.

LA

Grandfather of three, Tony Ward
flew with us to New York to take part
in the New York Marathon-running
with the Air-India logo on his T-shirt.
Tony has already raised nearly £ 2,000
for the Muscular Dystrophy Group by

running in the London Marathon. His -

generous sponsors won him the top
prize of an Air-India flight to New
York. Tony,travelled with his wife Rosie
and the couple were welcomed aboard:
by our air-hostess Basant Sinhhji.

At a luncheon held in HCI’s newly;
opened Mayur restaurant, Mr F.E. d
Gama, Regional Director-UK & Ire
launched the ‘Frequent Travellersf
Scheme. Pictured here @th
Gama is Chris Lockwoed

trade. The “One for. Fi
being supported in the {l

HERE was a famous poet — I
think it was Wordsworth — who

wrote these famous lines: Be
there a man with soul so dead who
never to himself had said;“This is my
own, my native land.”

There are Indians and In'dians.
There are those who scratch the surfae
of the earth for their daily livelih@ed
— living literally off the soil

away with a 1000 watts, thel® o
glued to videos which ghg

the hustle, bustle, noise and*pollution
of the outside world, their secret lockers
bulging with unaccounted money, their

wives resplendent in glittering jewel-

ry. I have my doubts whether
Wordsworth had either of these
categories in mind when he wrote his

famous stanza. For the one is too busy

to take pride in his native land, while
the other takes pride in the fact that his

native land has helped to elevate him
— 25 or 30 storeys above the bulk of his

countrymen — where he cah live in
the splendour of his cocktail-circuit,
and the crystal-coated cocoon of his 22
carat castle. 3
But there are millions and millions
of Indians in between belonging to the

roadcasting Corporation (LBC),aimed
primarily at the business traveller.

Air-India sponsored twenty-three
year old Alex Thomson’s flight to Delhi
to embark on a 2,700 mile cycle ride. A
television journalist, Thomson’s plans
were to ride from Sonamarg in Kashmir
to Cape Comorin in the South and

inally, Air-India gave a warm
come to tour operators who visited
Al stall at the World Travel Market
1d in December. [

CALENDARS — 1985

The AI 25-Years Club has
arranged to distribute AI
calendars of 1985 to its retired
members. Since many of them
may have changed their
addresses after retirement,
Mr T.S. Sankaran, Hon
Secretary, Accounts Depart-
ment, has asked them to contact
him or Mr V.P. Pichumani,
Jt Secretary of Accounts
Department.

NEW D.F.

Following the retirement of
Mr J.N. Mogrelia, Mr V. R,
Kulkarni has been appointed as
Director of Finance. Mr Kulkarni
who is 50, joined the Corporation
in 1965 and has covered a variety
of assignments including a period
of deputation with Kenya Airways.

2m, 1984 was a year of
intellectual rather than a

lets,%allots and ballets (the last one

Sian Bolshoi Ballet followed in the
w year by the French ballet). They
physically suffered the pain of the hail
of bullets that rent asunder the frail
body of Indira Gandhi — to many
beloved, to many domineering, to most
the saviour of Mother India. For even
her most severe critic must surely
though grudgingly admit that it was
Indira Gandhi who was singly respon-
sible for firmly placing India on the
map of the world.

They suffered at other times also —
during the Bhiwandi riots, when
terrible train crashes took place, when
— though comparatively unimportant
— India’s sportsmen fared ingloriously
in the Olympics, in hockey, cricket or
tennis. They suffered during the terrible
riots following Mrs Gandhi’s assassina-
tion, the Bhopal tragedy, and they hung
their heads in shame. For this was their
own, their native land. This IS their
own, their native land.

But every storm is inevitably fol-
lowed by calm. Behind every dark
cloud, the sun’s rays will invariably

ne

ing, of course, to the world-famous:

appear, and every wheel will eventually
turn full circle. I make bold to quote
without his permission an extract of
Pulitzer prize-winner Edwin Yoder’s
article in an American newspaper
entitled “India, despite its tragedies, a
land of accomplishment” with the
shoulder-heading ‘Nation of dignity’.
Perhaps (says Mr Yoder) our Western
confusion of feelings about India is as
natural as India’s obvious ambivalence
about the West. Here again, thrusting
its tragedies and fortunes at us, in this
improbable jumble of 1700 tongues,
dozens of castes, hundreds of sects — a

disorderly anthill with a strange

dignity.

Also real (continues Mr Yoder), and
also worth recalling, is India’s vast and
inescapable accomplishment. Alone of
the great mass-states of Asia or Africa,

India is within limits free, democratic,

.individualist, capable of feeding her
millions of mouths. It may be a prosaic
miracle in some ways, but it shames
our impatience and condescension.

Thank you, Edwin Yoder, for these

words of prophetic wisdom, though,
_surely even you could not have foreseen

that exactly eight weeks later, India’s

masses would go to the polls and deliver

the most massive and most unequivocal
mandate to Indira Gandhi’s son — a
mandate to deliver the goods.

It is not the intention of this
columnist to indulge in sycophoncy —
for flattery (to mix a metaphor) is surely
the lastrefuge of scoundrels. But today
India is aglow with a new awakening,
an awakening' which has quickly per-
colated to the slum-dweller, to the high
rise luxury-dweller and, most important
of all, to the common man. Promises
have been made and these promises
must be kept. By all accounts, the first
month has given every indication tHat
these promises will be kept. And every
manjack will be solidly béhind the new,
(possibly) untested and untried, but
surely dignified and determined Chief
Executive of the ‘disorderly anthill with
a strange dignity’ that is called India.

India may be a prosaic miracle in
some ways and even though Winston
Churchill in his so-called wisdom may
have held the view that it was criminally
irresponsible to leave this combustible
people to its countless feuds and strains,
Time will surely show that India is
capable and confident of shaming the
impatience and condescension of the
West.

Yes, Mr Yoder, India is indeed a
Nation of Dignity. Yes, Mr Wordsworth,
this is our own, our native land. And
we are proud of it!

—JRM
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HAT the world
today knows as
Karate, took its
roots in the misty
past of ancient
India, somewhere
in the 3rd cen-
tury. In its original form it was
vastly different from the 20th
century product one sees today.
Initsbasic form it wasa mystical
art practised under the most
secret conditions.

In China, Karate underwentits true
development into the greatest fighting
system ever evolved. It was here that
the masters infused the knowledge of
the fighting forms of animals into their
teachings of karate. From this evolved

the numerous forms of Kung Fu, which
hasrecently been catapulted into fame

MAGIC CARPET

The progress of a karate student is
measured by his grade which com-
mences from the white belt to the black
belt which denotes the achievement of
a senior status in the system. It is only
when the coveted black belt has been
achieved, that a student of karate is
permitted to teach.

In India karate was “reborn” in 1970
when the pioneer of Indian karate, Mr
Pervez Mistry, returned from Japan
with a black belt. He is the man behind
95 percent of India’s karate instructors
and till today continues to be the
supreme technical authority in the
country.

The major techniques of karate
consist of striking, kicking and punching
with various parts of the body. The
body is trained into a weaponless
weapon. The hands and feet are the
main “weapons” and are brought to
the level of effectiveness by conditioning
them and making them capable of

A group of senior black belts in a practice session.

with the celluloid est:
Lee.

In the island of Okinawa, karate took
deep roots and became more than an
art, it became a means of survival.
Practitioners of karate took their train-
ing seriously since their very lives
depended on it, this was because the
rulers at this time had forbidden the
carrying of arms.

Perhaps the most important aspect
of karate is the mental discipline that
is ingrained into the student. It is often
said that karate is 40 percent physical
and 60 percent mental. The first lesson
that a karate student learns is that his
greatest opponentis in fact himself, he
learns to obey the will of his mind not
his body.

a8, of Bruce

<

A side kicking form to th
as self defence against anflarm

An advanced kata form by the
LD Chfef Instructor World.

striking a hard object without any fear
of pain. It is with this training that the
seemingly impossible feats of breaking
are achieved. A senior accomplished
black belt can with his hands or feet
break a 150 kilo slab of ice or two to
three bricks placed one on top of the
other. While such breaking techniques
may look spectacular, they are not
considered vital to the art, more
important being the spirit displayed
by the student and his will and ability
to work hard at his training.

The city of Bombay has shown a
great response to the art of karate.
People from all walks of life have taken
to its training, as also have numerous
educational institutions. In a city, karate
training has its obvious advantages, it

provides a true sense of confidence
and ability to tackle the threats of urbaf
survival.

Gaining considerable popularity
with women, karate has provef®to be

©) ©

As Air-India plans toh

the near future,
Santa Cruz and
were recently
demonstration
Commandosy

the best system of
omen by demonstrat-
ng and seated defence

e

The amazing breaking power of karate demons

est system of defence against the
constantly growing threat of rape. More
nd more women all over the world
are turning to karate to equip themselve
to face this threat. Karate training is
perhaps the only method for women
to offset and equalise the inherent
physical strength of the male.

Karate has also found widespread
use in the armed forces and police forces
of the world. With threats to the aviation
industry, security forces have turned
to karate training for their personnel
and flight crew as possible and feasible
anti-hijacking methods.

One of the unique features that sets
karate apart from other sports is that,
in karate, age is not a deterrent factor.
The older student has various tech-
niques which he is able to concentrate
on, while still being able to retain his
effectiveness. This is possible since
karate techniques can be directed to
the vulnerable parts of the body which

A high kicking technique to the neck done by one of the ITBP black bels.

THREE

i
The elbow betng used as a weapon.

can have a devastating effect on the
opponent. With age comes improved
timing, judgement and the greatest
equaliser — experience.

The Chief Instructor displaying a combination defence
against two opponents.

In the final analysis karate is, to each
person, what he or she is seeking: an
art, a highly effective system of self
defence or simply what it is intended
to be, a way of life.

— Burge S. Cooper
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The Magic
0
Mehendi

The use of Mehen na) as a cosmetic dates back five thousand years, as
may be seen from the henna-stained hair and reddish tinted nails of the mum-
mies in the great Pyramids of the Pharaohs, but the practice became prevalent
in India around the 12th century A.D. when the Muslims introduced the art into
the country. The Rajputs, in particular, started applying Mehendi extensively
and Chittor and Talawad became renowned for their intricate designs.

Mehendi comes into its own during marriages, when the soft strains of the
Shenai mingle with the fragrance of the marigolds and the auspicious mango
leaves, and the heady scent of the musky Attar (perfume) fills the air. The beau-
tiful bride then appears dressed in all her finery, and bedecked in jewellery
with her hands and feet beautifully adorned in intricate Mehendi designs in
floral patterns. ;
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Mehendi is good for dyeir
in the preparation of a mus
for its medicinal properties.
women are depicted with ha
sporting tinted beards. The
chivalrous age of the Rajput:

Mehendi also figures prc
have been written in praise
references to Mehendi:

“Saturated with love, the Mehendi
Imparts a ricl
It was applied in the sands,
And sprinkled wit
of the Jamuna (river).”

Down the ages, the applic:
specially during festive occ
been arranged, an auspiciou
good omen, and the occasion
sung befitting the occasion t
Mehendi considered that ir
covers a nail as a symbolic g
ally proficient in the art, are
- The art of Mehendi has in
continent. These patterns u

swastika designs, and motifs

The women of Rajasthan :
number of exclusive patte:
festivals such as Holi, the ca
in honour of Gauri, the godd
blessings of the goddess for
nery, their hands and feet d
amorous songs!
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the hair, and the flowers from the shrub are used
y perfume called Heena. Mehendi is also known
 is interesting to note that in miniature paintings,
ds and feet covered with henna, and with the men
> are typical manifestations of the romantic and
and the Mughals.

iinently in Indian literature, and amorous songs
f this magical leaf. Rajasthani folklore is rich in

“Disentangle my tangled tresses,

ed colour. Oh beloved!
For my hands are decorated

'he waters with Mehendi.”

eParation for Mehendi is interesting. The leaves of the Mehendi shrub
ound to form a fine paste. To this is added turmeric, a few other ingre-
3and a little water. However, Mehendi powder is now readily available
fasy toapply. It alsolends itself to fine, delicate designs. The powder is sif-
through a muslin cloth. With the addition of a little lemon juice and decoc-
tions from tea or coffee (to impart a deep tint) a paste forms, which is then left to
stand for about an hour to deepen the reddish hue. After this, the paste is ready
to be applied. The tip of the first finger is used to apply the paste and outline the
design. Some women prefer to do this using a stick — sometimes made of silver.

In Bombay, plastic cones have been devised for the application of Mehendi.
The cone is filled with the paste and squeezed gently so that the design flows in
a fine thread through a mini hole. When the design is complete, it is allowed to
dry for a couple of hours. To prevent the paste from flaking off, it is daubed
with cotton wool, soaked in a mixture of lemon juice and sugar.

ion of Mehendi has assumed the for
sions. In north India, once a girl’s ms
day is chosen for the application lehen
s marked by a special celebratiofywh®alsongs are
the beat of the “Dholak” (drumy). Sé
some parts of the countrythefbridegroom also
ture. Professional Mehendi de€Signers, tradition-
great demand during the wedding season.

yired a wide variety of patterns all over the sub-
ally assume the form of geometrical, floral and
ased on the sun and the moon. -

quire the art from childhood and have evolved a
s specially designed for use during important
urful festival of spring, and Gangaur, celebrated
s of abundance, when unmarried girls invoke the
he boon of an ideal husband. Attired in their fi-
orated with Mehendi, the girls rejoice in singing

When the paste dries completely, it is scraped with a blunt knife.
A little mustard or coconut oil is then smeared over the palms

to darken the reddish tint. Many women apply the Mehendi

at night before going to sleep, and retain the paste overnight

as the long hours help in imparting a rich, red colour. The
hands can thus abstain from work and dry in peace
without being disturbed. O

Text: Chakresh Jain  Photos: Mitter Bedi

Courtesy : Namaskaar

 ® © & ©® © o o © © © 6 O © 6 O 0 © o o ® © 0 0 & & 6 6 © © 6 & © & o o




SIX

DUBAI DIARY ...

“The show must go on”; continuity
must be maintained; good work must

be kept up, and so Air-India Cricket.

Club activities must continue! In keep-
ing with our Corporation’s tradition

for providing facilities towards the
promotion of various types of sports
and other recreational activities, Air-
India Dubai had way back in 1980 set
up an Air-India Cricket Invitation
Club.

One goes back to the day when AI’s

Vikram Kaul hit upon the idea of setting
up a cricket club under the aegis of
Air-India to promote cricket in this
area. His efforts towards achieving the
goal were strengthened when Mr Abdul
Rahman Bukhatir, a leading business
magnate of the UAE, and a renowned
personality in the cricket world donated
a piece of land so that the proposed
club could put up their own cricket
club house.

While Mr F.E. da Gama, the then
RD-ME provided the necessary moral
support in combatting its teething
problems, the present RD, Mr Ajit

BOMBAY CALLING

E would like to start the
‘New Year by giving a brief
recap of the activities of

the members of the “Largest Book-
ing Office in the World” over the
- past few months.

We bid a sad farewell to Vim

Asnani, Niloufer Munclie
Prabha Vasudeva and Chitra
who have left us for ghe

rarified atmosphere of
Point, and we welcomé¥l
in our midst

Asha Luthra

Asha Luthra has been elected
National Vice President of the Indian
Jaycees for 1985. She is the first woman
to be given this honour. Darshana
Kothari has been elected President of

the Bombay Island Jaycees for 1985.

the vartéuls fields of transportation.
s spegial subject was Air-Transport.
he International Transport
Obkers Federation of Trade Unions
eld a seminar at Khandala in
November for which Murlidhar
Kharat,Mahesh Kalan, Rajendra
Lokhande, Vijay Deshpande and Yezdi
Irani were selected as participants.
“Trade Union functioning and its
importance” was the main topic of this
seminar.

In the field of drama we have also
had our successes. Ajay Prakash put
on Harold Pinter’s “A Night Out” in
Hindi as Raat Bhar at the Air-India
Auditorium on October 19 and at the
Prithvi Theatre on November 13 and
14. The audience response was enthusi-
astic and the Times of India gave it a
glowing review.

Prabha Kale was selected as a member
of the Air-India Artistes Group which
participated in the First All India Public
Sector Drama Competition held at
Bangalore in December. The Marathi
play that they put up was well appre-
ciated by the Bangalore audience.

Vigilance pays, as both Hemant
Kelvekar and Avinash Patankar dis-

MAGIC CARPET

Singh who is also the ex-officio
Chairman has helped the club in acquir-
ing sound financial health.

The Air-India Cricket Club has now
become a force to reckon with in the
cricket world of the UAE. It is ranked
amongst the top cricket teams of the
area on the basis of its performance
over the past four years. In 1982 and
1983, we were able to undertake tours
of India and UK respectively where
we were pitted against some renowned
local teams. Our present tour to Kenya
where we played five matches — one
at Mombassa, one at Nakuru and three
at Nairobi generated tremendous enthu-
siasm and fanfare. A large number of
the local public turned out to watch
the matches — the first four of which
we won convincingly. In fact one of
the teams beaten by us was the Kenya
Cricket Association’s under 25 team
which included many of the country’s
national players. “Air-Indians in top
gear”, “Kaul rips KCA Juniors apart,”
“Air-India team unbeaten after thr,
opening games” “Great achievem

]ANUARY/FEBRUARY 1985

by a Club Team” were some of the
headlines in the local press during the
course of the matches.

The fifth match was originally sche-
duled to be played against the Nairobi
Gymkhana Cricket team, one of the
leading teams of the national cricket
league. However, impressed by the
performance of the Air-India team in
the earlier matches, the Nairobi
Gymkhana decided to put up an invita-
tion team which virtually turned out
tobe a KenyaNational team!Although
we were well on the road to victory in
the initial stages, our optimism proved
short lived and our team went down
fighting bravely. All the same our
performance was much appreciated and
the pres§®é@me out the next day with
dline “Wir-India team finally

Wwhich was managed by
1thor also: had the benefit of
- Ramchand’s company who
djus in Nairobi as coach-cum-
or. This tour has left an indelible
pression on a large number of
nyan cricket fans. Besides the wide
ublicity obtained in Kenya, vide their
TV, local radio and the press, the results
were also broadcast on Dubai FM on
the team’s return. O

Al awards to agents

At a function held recently at
Dhahran International Hotel,
Dhahran, Air-India for the first
time awarded agents from Eastern
and Central provinces of Saudi
Agrabia, plaques for passenger sales
performances. Agents were awar-
ded two categories of plaques in
recognition of their performances
during 1983/84. Some were award-
ed plaques in gold for their out-
standing performance while others
were awarded silver colour plaques
for excellent performance.

covered recently. Aer Lingus is paying
Hemant a reward of $ 100 for the
recovery of three of their tickets which
had been stolen. Avinash was given a
reward of $ 25 by American Express
for spotting a blacklisted credit card.
Had he spotted it a few weeks later he
would have been given $ 250 which is
what American Express is now offering
as part of their fight against fraud.
Avinash has since got married and we

wish him and his bride a long and
happy married life.

This has been a bumper year for
babies in W. India and we congratulate
Kalpana Parikh, Farida Rettiganti,
Aruna Kripalani, Vishali Laijawala,
Marini Fonseca, Lorraine Nazareth,
Bhavna Dayal, Anne Shah, Shireen
Kermani and Christabelle Barretto on
their new arrivals.

5

academy stand dissolved.

President
General Secretary
Joint Secretary
Treasurer

Committee Members

IR

5

AIR-INDIA KALAKAAR ACADEMY

At a General Body Meeting of Air-India artistes held recently in the
presence of Mr K.A. Sapat, Dy Director-Personnel; Mr P.M. Thakur, Manager-
Industrial Relations and Mr P.M. George, Offg. Dy Personnel Manager, the
Air-India Kalakaar Academy was formed.

The ATKA is now the official representative group of all Air-India artistes.
All other groups that were in existence, prior to the formation of this

The elected Managing Committee Members are :

: Mr Ajay Prakash, Booking Office/Sales;
: Mr Sham Saigdonkar, Publicity;
: Mr N.D. Kosambia, Stores & Purchase;

: Ms Rekha Kamat, Accounts, Santa Cruz;

: Ms Sarita Thapliyal, Stores Account;
Mr Lancelot D’Souza, Management Services
Department;
Mr Mohan Rokade, Ground Services Department;

Ms Mitakshara/Purohit, Traffic,
Mr Rajesh Muzumdar, Booking Office/

All artistes who are desirous of representing Air-India on stage in the field
of dance, drama or music should contact any of the above office bearers.

©
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Our First Pilgrim Connection

S the sacred home of Lord

Buddha, India has always been

a popular pilgrim centre for
a large number of devotees who are
from far away Japan and other South
East Asian countries.

With the commencement of the
Centaur-Hokke Hotel at Rajgir in
Bihar, the Hotel Corporation of India
has now ventured into a new area to
provide proper facilities for pilgrims.

In his inaugural address at the open-
ing ceremony of the Centaur-Hokke
Hotel on November 25, 1984, Capt D.
Bose, our Managing Director and the
Chairman of the Hotel Corporation of
India, said : “For our first pilgrim
connection we have chosen this site at
Rajgir. Here is a sacred place sanctified
by Lord Buddha where emperors and
pilgrims have worshipped. Here history
whispers from the depth of time”.

Among those present on the occasion
were Mr and Mrs Isondo Kojima,
President of the Hokke Club; Dr N.
Sengupta, Director General of Tourism;
Mr Rakesh Mathur, HCI’s General

| HE Hotel Corporation of India

has also entered into a collabora-

tion with the Tea Board of India

for the operation of a chain of Indian
restaurants abroad. The new company,
is known as India Tea and Restaurangs
Limited. The first Indian restaurant
named ‘Mayur’ started operations
October 1982 in Sydney, Austra

Mayur, situated at 343 O
is probably the best Ingi
in London today.

AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE

Mayur is spotlessly clean, has beauti-
ful decor and a high standard of ethics.
All the spices used are flown regularly
from Bombay, Delhi and Madras. The
emphasis is on freshness and the food
is exactly as you would find in a high
class restaurant in a major Indian city.
Owned by Air-India, Mayur does not
believe in shortcuts or compromises.

The menu is both exciting and wide-
ranging covering most of the major
dishes of North India. There are un-
usual items like dhokla chutney, which
you are unlikely to get in most restau-
rants in London and bhuna murgh adraki

Manager for Manpower Development
and Planning who co-ordinated the
project; and Mrs Bose.

Rajgir or Rajagriha as it was once
known, was the ancient capital of the
Magadha empire. In the secluded green
valley, the Master meditated on the
Gridha Kuta peak where he received
enlightenment and was later able to
illuminate the path for his disciples.
On the Vaibhara hill are the Sattapani
caves where the first Buddhist Council
was held after the Buddha’s Parinirvana.
A modern stupa has been built here
and it is connected by an aerial ropeway.
Three kilometres away are sulphur
springs surrounded by little temples.

The Centaur-Hokke hotel built at a
cost of Rs 1.9 crores and spread over 6
acres will provide modern facilities for
the visiting pilgrims. An open air prayer
hall, with an idol of Lord Buddha has
been built in the traditional Japanese
decor. Japanese cuisine will also be
available for the pilgrims.

— R K. Sattawalla

(pieces of chicken pot roasted in tradi-
tional oriental herbs and spices with a
predominant flavour of ginger).
Hitherto unheard of items like parat
wala chole, bagara mayur also feature on
the menu card.

According to a published review in
the ‘London 9 to 5’ magazine, ‘Mayur
is going to knock the stuffings out of
some of the so called leaders among
Indian restaurants in the city.” The
write-up also goes on to say that the
Mayur serves as a very good ambassador
for India. Itis perhaps the only Indian
restaurant in London which actually
employs a multi-racial staff with English
and Irish waitresses. O

&

S in the Ocean’s mid-most depth no wave is born, but all
is still, so let the monk be still, be motionless.” (So spoke
Lord Buddha). A modern Stupa at Rajgir.

SEVEN

Cathay Buys Second B747-300

Cathay Pacific will receive its first
extended upperdeck Boeing 747-300
in June 1985; the second is scheduled

for delivery in March 1986. The airline

holds an option on a third 747-300 for
possible delivery in March 1987. The
aircraft are valued at about $ 100 million
each. ;

Cathay’s 747-300s will be powered
by Rolls Royce engines, as the eight
Baeing 747-200s already in its fleet. A

‘total of 69 economy class seats will be

provided on the upper deck. The main
deck will accommodate 29 first class
sleeper seats, 86 business class and 236
additional economy class seats.

Boeing now has 49 orders for the
747-300 from 12 customers and the total
order book for the Boeing 747 stands
at 641.

PanAm’s Airbus A300B4s

Airbus Industrie delivered the first
four of twelve A300B4s to Pan American
World Airways on December 21. Fol-
lowing an interim lease agreement, Pan
Am took delivery of the first four Airbus
A300-B4s out of the 12 itintends to get.
The interim agreement, which will also
include the lease of four A310s, rep-
resents phase one of the overall
contract. :

Pan Am will receive the additional
A300B4s in the first half of 1985 and
will operate them on domestic routes

TALKING SHOP

With K.S. MHATRE

and on its Caribbean network. The
aircraft have 24 first class seats and 230
coach class seats. They are powered by
two General Electric CF6-50C2 engines.

Nigeria Airways receives A310s

Nigeria Airways has received the
four Airbus A310-200s it had ordered.

'The aircraft with 18 first class and 207
‘economy class seats are to be used on

the airline’s routes from N igerian cities

to major European destinations such

as Paris, Rome, Frankfurt and London.

They will also be used on domestic

and regional services, mostly along the*
west coast route.

The Nigeria Airways’ A310s are
powered by Pratt & Whitney JT9D-
7RA4Es. So far the Airbus Industrie has
delivered 45 A310s to 12 airlines.

MEA expects a loss

- MEA may incur an estimated net
'loss of Li# 275 million in 1984 compared
to L £ 122 million in 1983, according
to Mr Salim Salaam, the airline’s
Chairman. MEA Board of Directors is
planning a L'£ 50 million increase in‘
capital to L £200 million.

Meanwhile the airline is reportedly
negotiating with an American airline
for the sale of two Boeing 747-200s.
Apart from Boeing 747s, it has eight
Boeing 707-320Cs and nine Boeing
720Bs. O



Posing pretiily is 18-year old Ms Samira Chitnis who recently bagged for herself the ‘Miss India Canada contest
which was held at the Queen Elizabeth hotel in Montreal. Sponsored by Air-India and the Hotel Corporation of
India, she won for herself two tickets to India where she and Dad stayed as guests of the Centaur Hotel. '

Im turni
anew le

My B.Rustomjee, RD-India and Chairman BAR (India), addressing
delegates at the 12th Annual Convention of the Air Cargo Agents
Association of India which was held at Varanasi recently.

A

Yet one more station on our network to have been computerised is Jakarle. “2en here (from L-R) are two of our

staff: Mr L.M. Joseph and Mr H.R. Sz'tlanggang.

Staff of our Hong Kong office took advantage of the
recent visitof Yogacharya Hansraj Yadav to learn a bit
of yoga. Photographed are some of the enthusiastic
pupilsin action, doing what they do best — relaxing!

4

4

Mr Y.D. Mathur, Sales Manager-Gujarat (right) presents
a prize to the first ‘lucky’ passenger who effected his
reservations through our computer at Ahmedabad
station.
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