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THE CHARIOTS OF THE GODS

Nowhere is the world so denscly populsted with Gods 2§ = India Whers cvery pocmomencs of mmesse e &
thunder, ightring, dawn or dusk.has 25 own wdwidasl . #nd rhe Hindu paswmecs ~wms 2o e 2omdved
and thirty million and three Gods |

Glonious Gods. Endosved with a super-abundance of heads snd hamds sk memcest hew woer-Dames Dowes
Clothed in herox legends and a ‘chaos of myths confusng even frustratang ve&r dwus: mad smern ‘ascoacmg
Moving about the heavens on thew § ahana: (chariots) bards or bemsss as cvoox =5 ther Losds Like e sowen-
headed horse of Surya, the man-burd (Garuda) of Vsbng, the four-tusked dephass of Indrs Eack God mms 2
vahana assy 10 him slmost arburaridy For pram s 4 low smo sl smschosied b
restrasmng of logx*
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India of today And the Gods sre still worshspped and mvoked by rec and rosal thas bas
are the Vedic Gods, personifications of the pure clements sun, moon. wmd. waser Sre,

there are the Hindu Gods of 3 more philosophuc trad & of e HETa e
destruction, good and evil, life snd death

We chose 12 of these larger-than-lfe Gods and commmmoned 12 of our s 1 demae
them for us, i the colour and wdsom of our dey Fach s a2 ‘BecTeserys SoESOrEm
iconographic canons Poctic bcence i word and pacture has T-ur.--‘-
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‘What the saked eye canmot see, faith often can Look mio these with the cyes of ow k. wed weu wil e
Magnificent visions. For the gods are m thesr Heavess  and ol s nighs feh mhe worsd
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NowhueF the world so densely popugat S in India. Where every phenomenon of nature, be it
thunder, hightnmg, dawn or dusk. has ! ual *eit_\'. and the Hindu pantheon runs to three hundred
and thirty million and three Gods' !
.

Moving about ir Vahanas (chariots), birds or beasts as exotic as their Lords. Like the seven-
beaded horse man-bird (Garuda) of Vishnu, the four-tusked elephant of Indra. Each God has a

almost arbitrarily. For primitive imagination is 4 law unto itself, unschooled by
imes of logic!

Glonous Gods. Endamud bundance of heads and hands which manifest their super-human powers.
Clothed m l:a:zﬁ of myths’, confusing, even frustrating, yet always and utterly fascinating.

the religion that cradled the ancient civilization of Aryavarta, is still very much of a life force in the
of today. And the Gods are still worshipped and invoked by rite and ritual that has barely changed. There
are the Vedic Gods, personifications of the pure elements : sun, moon, wind, water, fire, thunder, lightning. And
there are the Hindu Gods of a more philosophic tradition, personifications of the cosmic forces of creation and
destruction, good and evil, life and death.

We chose 12 of these larger-than-life Gods and commissioned 12 of our celebrated contemporary artists to depict
them for us, in the colour and idiom of our day. Fach is a personal vision that does not necessarily conform to

iconographic canons.Poetic licence in word and picture has given imagination free reign. To create,as with the
first vision, a thing of joyous beauty.



afl obstoeies. A twa God. Who clad in ti in, and
&—- m -l sor-ylb d in tiger-skin, hmcg
and sa the mconsolabie Parvats,

ﬁzmmtdmeumsdbmwhdmni
Ganesita, seatties around on Ius vahana, 2 mouse! mqmm.nmuwothmm
H & % : 3 sacred river Hindus, flows. s wi ipped
e 2 Inddte s e Viedic: God: of thundes. Who brings the bountsful ramn. generation, under the forms of the linga and the :’n:.eg.ﬁ:d.::
= mnwdm farmne with his weapons, female organs.
i — His vahana Nandi, the bull, is also a bol of fertility, and i
s aitens & Gravaia, the four-tusked white clephant who rose out . . s 0 2 . Y. is
il tte: ik ouzan witesy © was churned for amnta (ambrosa). specially worshipped throughout India.
% Mima; aeenal vouth, God of Love. Lord of the ravishing Apsaras l.ChadrnhthchdicGodoﬁhemoon.Whorouwbentbeoeun
mitstial Iympis, spouse of Rat (passion). Who carnes 2 bow made was churned for ambrosia. And 5o rises ancw from the ocean every
o sugar-cane and sSrung with 1 line of hummng bees. With which he moonrise. Who being cursed with consumption for favouring the
Ml shoms the fve fower-upped shafts of desire z fourth of his 27 wives (the constellations), wanes for fifteen days of
Ny at impocent r
Madins, Marred Vomen and asctic sages | each month, and then waxes again!
His vaitam: s the pes-gresn parror. His vahana is the fork-antlered antelope.
4 Wishny. the Preserver, the seeond God of the Hindu Triad. A j i i f Fi firesti
i i i s o Mt S W 13 b & g ey ks i scloe chp ok o
e Wt (Pom danges. descended to the i : - g
S 3 d to the carth nine tmes in each with a different name, for devouring the butter poured on the
warons. puses. s the valiant Rama of the Ramayana, the beloved sacrificial fire
Klrsima of] the Goms, even as the Buddha, the Eniightened One. Who ;
wiill come:, vet: agmp, for the tenth ume. astnide a pure white charger. Agni’s vahana is the curly horned ram.
o ermidd the end’ off Kadi Yuga, the preseat Age of Darkness. i PR A o S
i s Garndn mighty B . Karrtikeya, t of War. Born of Shiva’s 3
na - Wy — mtervention of woman. Suckled by the six Pleida
%, Gt e Crestor, the st God of the Hindu Triad. Scripture fore he had six heads and twelve hands tg of his
mermme Tow. hzwng cested 3 woman from s own mmmaculate nurses. In some regions it is taboo for womegto wo it his shrine.
B il Y= b e b ot S Kartikeyas vahana i the vanglogh peac
Smalyy o ey 20 (. aned. 2 fourth. And then a fifth, which Shiva I1. Surya is the Vedic Sun %8 Difhne Vivifier, dispeller of
mmest’ wof wethh s tmi when 1t itm'.u:lrm oabbie about the superority darkness, bringer of li pe@oves according to fixed laws.
o Jemiimu over Snva. Brahma s the fountmnhead of all knowledge: Whese wife, blinded bylis @lazin@l brilliance, gave him a handmaid
Trom: 'hs (omr Tesds, the four Vedas spring. Chhaya, which mi D

His wimann s 2 Jesey swan,

% Wiomww v the Vedic God of Water, the Prime Mover of the
Timverne: Gomdizn of Rt the cossme laws. With his naked eye, the
;e valcies the umwerse. With s loop he lassoes the singer who 12.
Temlis Ny NEITHADE @ve.

Hiy wadisna & ¥ chmmor drawn bv seven graceful swans which each @

o o°

es in a halo of light.

ic God of Wind. Who hurled his furious might
Mount Meru. And so toppled its tip mto the sea
ormed the emerald isle of Lanka.

’s vahana is the fleet-footed stag.

Wit e aalied eye cannet see, can. Look into these pages with the eyes of our faith, and you will see.
Migmiic=r wsions. For the ir Heavens . . . and all’s right with the world.
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Ganesha, the Hindu God of Wisdqmz and \Rémover of Obstacles, with his vehicle, a mouse.

Osl on canvas by G.S. Adior
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