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EMPIRE AIR MAIL SCHEME
Singapore-Sydney Section .

The principal provisions. of the Empire Air Mail Scheme were
outlined in Cmd. 5414 and Cmd. 5497, and particulars of the intro-
ductory arrangements have been set out in Cmd. 5501, Cmd. 5618,
Cmd. 5676 and Cmd. 5769:. In accordance with these arrangements
the first stage of the Scheme, providing:for the carriage of first
class mail without surcharge on the Empire air route between the
United Kingdom and East and South Africa; was introduced on the
29th June, 1937, and was followed on the 23rd February, 1938, (by
the second stage which extended the scope of the Scheme to Jadia;
Bunna and Malaya.

Tt is intended that the Scheme shall be extended to Australla
commencing with the service leaving Southampton of, the®28th
July, 1938, and the service leaving Sydney on thesOth “August,
1938. It is also intended that the 28th July, 1938, shall belapproved
as the date of commencement of the Empire Agreemen®of the 9th
June, 1937, subject to adjustment of the rate gf*pavsfient for the
conveyance of mails between the 28th July and the 9th August,
1938, and until such time as the full servig€sdrequired under the
Empire Agreement are provided. Speci@l atg@ngements have been
made for the operation of services in swbstifution for the landplane
services reqmred under the Empire Agreemhent, pending dehvery of
the ““Ensign ” aircraft for use on thése sérvices.

‘As explained in paragraph (iv) offPartsll of Cmd. 5414, the section
‘of the route to Australia between Singapore and Sydney will be under
the control of the Commonwealgh\Government, who have taken power
to conclude an Agreementy withfQOantas Empire Airways, Ltd., for
the operation of that section%en“t€rms and conditions which are not
in all respects identical gwith those binding on Imperial Airways,
Ltd., under the Empire Agreement.

_ It 1s now proposéd %o enter into a supplementary agreement

with Imperial Aigways which will suitably amend the Empire
Agreement dated@h&@tH June, 1937, so that Imperial Airways may
carry out th&ig oObligations thereunder in regard to the section of
the route betwcen Singapore and Sydney through the medium of
Qantas Empirg“Airways acting on their behalf, so long as the latter
Company, in(catrying out these obligations, observe to the satis-
faction 4of the Commonwealth Government all the terms and
conditiens,of their Agreement with the Commonwealth Government
andsexeept so far as they are inconsistent therewith, the terms and
conditions of the Empire Agreement.

$he proposed agleement will also make provision ensuring that
Cextain deductions which the Commonwealth Government are entltlecl
to make, in accordance with the terms of their Agreement with Qantas
Empire Airways, from :si.ns payable thereunder, shall not operate
in such a way as to increase the amount payable out of United
Kingdom funds. :

The proposed agreement will be Iald before Parliament ‘as soon
as possible after execution in accordance with Section 1 (4) of the
Air Navigation Act, 1936.
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