ODYSSEY Al -76
with Shariar Karim's
“MILESTONES AND MEMORIES”

LAST FLIGHT : Al -75 on 11th June 2021 “Ala re Ala Al Ala”
FLIGHT :THIS FLIGHT: Al -76 on 12th June 2021 “FLIGHT OF FANCY for THALASSAEMIC CHILDREN”
NEXT FLIGHT: Al -77 on 16th June 2021 “VV.I.P. of former P.M. PV Narasimha Rao”

transfusions. ‘Citizen’ an NGO g -
Thalassaemia approached Air-India with alli% :
flight for these children.

As on previous ‘Flights of Fancies’ this time too the children
were taken on a simulated flight which had all the trappings
of a real flight. The Special Star Guest this time was the
popular TV. Actor Amar Upadhyay. A detailed report on the
flight was covered in Air-India’s News magazine
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Aleindia, which has flown millions of
peoplo 1o far comaers of the work in & wide
range ol aircral, operated a ‘Flight of Fancy’
on June 12, 2001 — a Tight' with a message
of love and hope — for 50 chiidren suffering
from Thalassaomia major whose lives revolve
around injections, hospital wards and blood
transfusions.

The Tight was organised at our Cabin
Crew Training Mock-up located at the Oid
Airport, Mumbai, a replica of a Boeing 747
cabin, at the request of Citizen, an NGO
working for the cause of Thalassaemia.

The programme was choreographed and
conducted by Mr Shariar Karim, Sr. Man-
ager, Inflight Service Department He was
assisted by Ms Delba Bestonso and Ms
Suhita Air Mr h
Sholapurwalia, Flight Purser Mr Kiran

Sanke, Service Enginser Il, Engineering
Department; and a team from the Air-inda
Employees’ Guild headed by Mr George
Abraham, General Secretary of the Guild

signing autographs for
Manager,

The children were Issued boarding
cards and checked in, just as they would
have for an actual flight, by Ms Nandita
Deshpande, St Customer Services
Supervisor; and Ms Manall Jadhav and
Ms Rita Bala, Customer Services
Officors, Commercial Department

They were warmiy welcomed aboard
with a magical presentation and intro-
duction 1o the Maharajah, Air-India’s
mascot who has functioned a5 the
national carmer's spokesman since 1946
His role was enacted by Mr Yezdl Irani
Asst Manager-North Mumbal Commer-
cial Department The aircraft then 100K o
off on a flight to London to the simulated
roar of aircraft engines.

Air Show F
The children witnessed the Flight

Safety demonstration and
the Commander's announcement. T
also got to see the ‘Airshow’ ¥

exact posi

path on mult

graphical map

en-route inform.

altitude.

temperature, geograp!

location of the airc
nearest places of interest
time at the boarding sta-
fion and at the destina-
tion, distance and esl-
mated time of arrval, etc
This was followed by
; Inflight Service 8 Meal service on board
> The special entertainment
programme organised for

heard The children are seen at the entrance to
y Service; Ms Deiba
, and all those who helped organise the flight of fancy.
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Special 'Flight' for Thala

and Ms Suhita
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the kids sang

All of them were thrilled to paricipate in
a mock up of 'Kaun Banega Crorepatl'
complete with 'fastest fingers first', ‘audience
poli’ and ‘phone a friend’ — the parent of the
child on the hot seat. The children's parents,
who were seated in the Indian Airlines Sponts

Club, 200 metres away, provided the correct
answers which enabled the excited children
win pnzes.
the “fiight’ returned to Mumbai, both
Amar and the Maharajah handed over
mementoes, thoughtfully put together by
the Inflight Service Department team, to the
children. Delighted, the children said that they
would always treasure these gifts. After
deplaning, as a token of their appreciation for
Air-India’s gesture, each of them signed a
poster
This was one flight which the children
and their parents will remember for a long
time. Similar programmes were organised in

the recent past for cancer-stricken, spastic
and physically 9

AIR- INDIA’s 4™ ‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ - THIS TIME FOR THALASSAEMIC CHILDREN —JUNE 11,2001.
STAR GUEST WAS T.V.ACTOR AMAR UPADHYAY.
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JUNE 12. 2001

SPECIAL FLIGHT

FOR

THALASSAEMIC
CHILDREN

STAR GUEST

T.V. ACTOR

AMAR UPADHYAY



AIR- INDIA’S FLIGHT OF FANCY FOR THALASSAEMIC CHILDREN, 12™ JUNE 2001
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Thalasssemic children are entertained by the *
M&itummxxﬁw&:\w

} '.“‘s.m&rl’i;&dh-!'.l
Toesday

(\"

ese thalassae
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to be an escape flight fro

r daily distress. At the Air-India
| Complex at Military Camp, Citizen
‘and Air-India took over 50 children
suffering from thalassaemia major

'on a mock flight over seven coun-
es, complete with air hostesses,

| cabin crew and fake clouds.

- Two-year-old Sahil Matlani, who

s diagnosed with thalassaemia
n he was just six months old,
ngs to the Maharajah mascot,
hile 11-year-old Khushboo Kuris
dances to a Shah Rukh number. “I
like Shah Rukh Khan a lot. Even
ore than Aamir Khan.” she con-
shyly. Like most other chil-
ren with thalassaemia, Khush-
00’s smile fades when asked about
equent blood transfusions.
out into boils all over
- usually has very clear
_ e ed father, Ayas

BAI: For children whose
revolve around injections, hos-
wards and blood transfusions,

y morning at Santa Cruz

Kuris.

In children suffering from this ge-
netic blood disorder, red blood cor-
puscles are destroyed prematurely.
The reduced haemoglobin content
results in a diminishing oxygen sup-
ply which is so essential to the prop-

er functioning of vital organs like
the heart. To avert malfunctioning,
periodic blood transfusions are
necessary. When the Kankhares
parents found out that their son
Rupesh had thalassaemia they
were devastated. “We have to take
him to the hospital and give him
transfusions every 15 days,” says
Balkrishnan Kankhare. Rupesh
says, “I get hurt when the doctor
gives me blood, but the pain is only
in my feet.”

The children lead normal lives,
but have dietary restrictions. It is
only when they are close to the
time for new blood do they experi-
ence discomfort. Forum Shah and
Khushboo Kuris go to school
everyday. However, they frequently

miss classes, since they fall sick of-

ten, especially when their haemo-

m

mic children

“

globin levels fall.

Ronak Karia hates the injections
he has to take every night in order
to keep the levels of iron in His
blood normal. Frequent blood
transfusions results in excessive ac-
cumulation of iron in thalassaemic
patients. Ronak gets most of his an-
swers right in the mock-KBC quiz.
“He usually gets 90 per cent in
school,” says his mother proudly.

Another 11-year-old red-eyed
girl is not so perky. She sits at the
back and takes in everything
around her silently. “She does not
have long to live,” confides one of
the organisers.

“Our main objective is to in-
crease 'awareness about thalas-
saemia,” says secretary of Citizen,
Vinay Shetty. “The public needs to
be more aware about the condition
and how to prevent it.” If both
members of a couple have thalas-
saemia minor, there are high
chances that the children will have
thalassaemia major. “Testing the
parents is thus crucial for preven-
tion,” says Mr Shetty. Vb
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