ODYSSEY Al - 46
with Shariar Karim's
“MILESTONES AND MEMORIES”

LAST FLIGHT : Al -45 on 31st December 2020 “Millennium Announcement”
THIS FLIGHT : Al -46 on 1st January 2021 "CRASH OF AN EMPEROR”
NEXT FLIGHT: Al - 47 on 4th January 2021 “Watan Ki Sair”
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ON FRIDAY THE 1°" OF JANUARY, 2020

Turning back the pages of history,
Today we have reached the 17 of JANUARY, 1978,

This Day, That Year, We Mourned -

* THE CRASH OF EMPEROR ASHOKA*
New Year's Mkoﬂyduﬁhﬂmumd
chapter in our fives, uiinuMuuQ_ pes
m“u‘. A373 b

All went well till the evening as people were getting ready for New
Year’s Dinner Celebrations. Some who had a beautiful view of the
Bandra coast saw this majestic awcraft in the sky leaving the shoreline
after taking off and then to their utter horror,. . . before their own
eyes they see it side into the sea. In 8 matter of seconds, it was all
gone. Air-India’s 747-2378 surcraft, VI-EBD, Emperor Ashoka with it's
213 passengers and crew had vanished beneath the woves of the
Arabian Sed . . .. not a Happy New Year any more.

We remember with sorrow and recall this incident every year on
this day, because it happened this very day 42 years ago and will
always be remembered by the families of all those who lost their
loved ones. Amidst our New Year Celebamtions today, let’s also spare a
thought and say a prayer for the victims of this New Year's Day
Disaster. MAY GOD BLESS THEM ALL AND KEEP THEM IN HIS CARE.




On January 1, 1978, Air India’s first-ever Boeing 747-237B aircraft, VT-EBD, Emperor Ashoka takes off on
a scheduledflight Al — 855 from Bombay to Dubai.

After take off, it made a scheduled right turm upon crossing the Bombay coastline over the Arabian Sea,
after which the aircraft briefly returned to a normal level position. But soon, it began rolling to the left,
and never regained level flight.

101 seconds after leaving the runway, the jet plunges into the Arabian Sea at an estimated 35-degree
nose-downangle killing all 213 passengersand crew on board.

This is one tragedy that comes back year after year to haunt me on this day and will always remain a
poignant reminderin my ‘Milestones and Memories’. Please pardon me for sharingit with you today.
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Rallan Singh: 64, Mrs. M. A. DI-
vijl; 65. D. D, Nenumal; 66, Mrs
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Urmese; 08, 'T, Konmumon, 89. M.
Rajagopal; 70, K. K. Tajjen

7. K, V. Rajan: 712. I. K Gopal-
Kkrixhna; 73. Mrs. A. R. Noor jehon,
74, Master Aalls; 75, Harllal M
Patel; 76, D. H. Saced; 77. C. R.
shankar; 78, Mohd. Siddiql; 79.
M. Thnkurbhal; 80. V. 8. Magan-
bhat;

#1. Tarsem Chund; 82, J. 8. So-
ha); 83, Mrs. Tara; B84 Geetn
(child): 85. Joseph Verghese; 86.
T. P. K. Thangal; 87..T. G. Vel-
pillay; 88, V. D. Shivram; 89. P,
Mobd. Abdul; 90, K. M. Mohd.
Yousuf,
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Mrs, Mohunun Saraswati; 108, Mo-
hanan Kaviths (child): 109, Mohd.
Mustaffu: 110, Mohiddin Jchan-
gir.
111. A, A, Munshi;
meem Abdul Gaffar.
Rosuljee; 114, N. V.
115. Shivram Sable;
Dinshad Hussein;
thumah; 118) R. R. Mohan Dasan:
119. Mrs. A. Kuruvilla; 120. Pra-
kash Kamall,

121. Mrs. Ranjang P. Kammall;
122. Khan Mid; 123. Salim Mohd
Ismall; 124. Bhanwaru Khan: 125.
;| Makbool Liflgar; 126. Mrs. Saram-

112 Shas
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116. B. H.
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visor

ser . /

K. H. Kotwal, Flight Pur-

ser

A. M, Dubash, Flight Puwr-

ser

V. 8. Rao,” Asst.
Purser /
N. Sebapathy, Asst.
Purser ; !
K. R. Menon, Asst.
Pursef

Amin® Shaikh; Asst,
Purser

all air hostesses:
J. Dinshaw

C, Kathok

A, Madar o

A. Majithla |

K. Maneck =

J. Kotwal

M. Nanda'

S. K. Paymaster ok

A, D. Ratsan
Prabha M. Lal

R. M
Beena

md Ranchod; 100, Rogo Dea- |

117. K. A. Pa-*

list of
Kukar (commander)
1. Virmani, First Officer
A. Faria, Flight Engineer
Flight Sup-

V. K. Ajinkya, Flight Pur~

Flight
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bas Kapadia (infant); 13§ ) .
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V. Gunwani; 139. K. K. Kotharil
140. M. S. Shalkh Hassan,

141. N. G. Krishna; 142, Janayo
Adyomal; 143. Mrs. A. Khan: 144,
C. Maganial; 145. Mohd. ljaun
Rezam. 146, K N. Kbhan 147. T,
K. Mahmood; 148 Sundaram Ku-
mawat; 149, Abdulla Kutty M. 150,

| Mohd. Vali Abdul Kaz.

151. K. K. Abdul Latiff; 162. L.
K. Mavadhiva: 153. M. C. Dht-
lavi; 154, AL Abdul Menon;
Kalakkara Aboo Alvi]

Koya: 157, Moideen K.;
Modak; 168. Aboo

Rasced Mobhwmmed Shabib

tima Badul; 163, Moxinder Singh;
164. Mrs. P. R. Leelavethy: 188,
Mrs, A, V. Osha: 166 Ruonjant
(chuld); 167. G. Harish; 168. Ra-
Jindra Singh; 160, V. K, Singh;
170. V. Kotharl,

171. C. Narayanan; 172. R. N.
Dharan; 173. P. J. Chirayath; 174.
J. G. Pranshaker; 175. Elabad
Sharookh; 176. Delnaz (infant);
177. Mrs. D. Dotlwala; 178. J. Do-
tiwala; 179. P. A, Khalid 180. R. V.
Mohamed.

18]. M. K. H. Babu; 182. P. K.
Kunni Abdulla; 183. Miss Rache-
lamma  Mathew; 184, Abrahim
Thomas: 185. Master Prohit As-
wanl; 186. B. P. Mustak; 187. Mrs.
Kbatoon Akber Khan; ' 183. Mrs,
Asha Aswani; 189. Dabubhal ¥,
Sindha; 160. Mohammed Hussain.




AIR HOSTESSES ON THE ILL FATED FLIGHT AI-855 OF JAN 1,1978

JLL-STARRED CABIN CREW (All From left) : Top row — Beena Dabhl, V. S. N. N. Rao, A. D. Rapsang, Adil M. Dubash, Jeroa Kotwal,
Ranjana Lal; Middle row — V. K. AJinkya, Amin Sheik, Jeroo Dinshaw, Kamal Maneck, Adhar Majithia, Kettu Paymaster; Bottom row -
K. R. Menon, M. Nanda, Ayesha Madar, Cheberazade Kathok, D, Mehta and N, Sabapathy. Photographs of M. Avalur, in-flight supervisor,

*
and dear friend Vivek Ajinkya




