ODYSSEY Al -63
with Shariar Karim's
“MILESTONES AND MEMORIES”
LAST FLIGHT : Al-63 on 4 April 2021 “The Gauhati- Bangkok Inaugural”

FLIGHT : Al-64 on 9th April 2021 “Suhana Safar ”
NEXT FLIGHT: Al-65 on 14th April 2021 “Cry From Above ”

“ MILESTONES AND MEMORIES -64 "

NAMASKAAR, WELCOME ABOARD FLIGHT Al - 64, ON, 9™MAPRIL, 2021

Turning back the pages of history, Today we have reached
the 9™of APRIL,1999.

THIS DAY, THAT YEAR — WE Conducted our 15 “FLIGHT OF FANCY” -
“SUHANA SAFAR”

The ‘V-Care Foundation” a voluntary support group, that works with Cancer
patients and their families approached Air-India to take their terminally ill
children on a flight.

“OTTRTTR A ARIM This simulated flight was conceived, conceptualized and conducted in the
Cabin Crew Training Mock-up in response to that request. It received raving
reports from the press and media and attracted many NGOs to queue up for
similar flights for their patients. Attached is a list of some of the flights
conducted for other impoverished, specially challenged and terminally ill
children.
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‘Suhana Safar for Cancer-stricken Children

Fourteen cancer-stricken
children, who had never in the past
ot an opportunity to see the interior
of an aircraft, experienced the thrill
of 'flying' during a simulated flight

of a Boeing 747 cabin, Is so
realistic that one can hardly tell the
difference between the aircraft cabin
and the mock-up. The flight’ was held
In conjunction with V CARE Founda-
tion, a voluntary support group that
works with cancer patients and their

The excited 10 to 17-year-old
children checked-in at a counter
set up specially for the occasion.
Mr Yezdi Irani, Traffic Supervisor,
Travel Documentation, dressed up as
the Maharajah, Air-India's ubiquitous
mascot who epitomises India's tradi-
tional hospitality and the national
carrier's personalised service,
welcomed the children aboard. The
children held their breaths as the flight
‘took off'. They even got to see make
believe clouds as they peered
through the windows. Mr Shariar
Karim, Sr. Manager-Inflight Service
Depariment; Ms Anita Khanna, Sr.

Manager-Cabin Crew Training and Ms
Ujwala Patil, Air Hostess, entertained
the children on board the ‘flight’,

A quiz programme titled ‘Duniya
Ki Sair’ (1.e. Around the World) was
the highlight of the 'trip”. Pictures of
the Maharajah in varying poses at
various destinations on Air-Indla's
worldwide route network, depending
on the city in which he is depicted
were shown, and the children
were asked to name the city in
which the Maharajah had been
portrayed. Uncle Sherry (short for
Mr Shariar Karim) gave them clues
through popular Hindi film songs in
which the name of the destination/
country was mentioned. Each
child who answered correctly was

Individually named
and thanked all
those who had
worked hard to
make the fight pos-
siblo - Mr Karim; Ms
Khanna, Ms Patil
Mr lrani;Mr
V. Ravanan,
Manager-Catoring
Inflight Service
Department; Mr
Kiran Sankhe,
Computor Engi
neor, Electronics |

Overhaul Division, |Alr-india

presented a postcard of Alr-India
aircraft signed in ink by none other
than their favourite batsman
SachinTendulkar.

While they were treated to a
sumptuous aftemnoon tea, served
graciously by "Aunty Anita' and
‘Aunty Ujwala’, the children
watched Mr Bean and his
antics on the screen. They were
also presented mementoes to
remind them of their flight.

A couple of days later
Ms Vandana Gupta, Founder,
V Care in a letter of appreciation
to Mr Jitender Bhargava,
Director-Inflight Service, wrote "All
of us were overwhelmed by the
care, concem and thoughtfulness

"'nu-" —r
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The children with all the Air-Indians who organised the ‘flight’ for them.

of each and every one of you....
We all have realised the amount
of time and thought that has
gone into making this programme
a real SUHANA SAFAR.The
children went back really happy.” She

Engineering Depariment; Mr Rahul
Jain and Ms Maria Fernandes from
the office of Capt. P. P. Singh,
Commercial Manager-Westem India

whom Ms Gupta had Initially
approached. “If | have left out any
names, please accept my apologies,”
she added.

eran i pEIETr

PrYglal HAhH2

Support and Hope for those touched by cancer




Vv

RAALL TAISWAR

Qe

o

.V q
Y\o?‘\] 0,,‘0

\/L&y\@SL‘

THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI

When A-I’ flight’
became a treat

to these kids

By A Staft Reporter
MUMBALI: For ten-year-old Dur-
Hmmmm:&
mmwmwm

This has been a real treat for
both me and my daughter,” said
Rad Jha, who had p
nied his 18-year old daughter Man-
isha on the trip.

“Cancer can be physically and
mentally crippling. We organise
outings for these children to help
them relieve stress and forget their
problems for a while,” said Geeta
Angara, a member of the founda-
tion. The patients, who ranged from
nine to eighteen years of age, were
accompanied by their parents. “It is
important to understand that the
families of the patients are also ad-
versely affected, they too need re-
assurance and support. In fact
many of the children are quite care-
free since they don’t understand
tke depth of the disease,” Ms An-

lained. ‘

/Qf)' Iishore Yedy,

planes,

one. I can't wait to tell my brothers
and sisters back home sbout my ex-
perience,” he said.

Durganand was one among 14
cancer-stricken children who were
treated to a simulated flight experi-|
ence at the Air-India mock
cabin at the old airport in Santa
Cruz on Friday. The flight was or-
al:ed by Air-India along with V

gara expl 7
Foundatlon’a ot Indeed, the children seemed

thrilled to be “flying” aboard the

sl.lne which was replete with in-
ight services, entertainment and v

announcements from the captain. ‘J&

Said Sheriar Xarim, the captain of

the mock- plane, “It has given us so 6 !

much pleasure to serve these chil-

dren, specially since they have nev-

er experienced a flight before.”

Most of the patients were from
other parts of India who had come
to city hospitals for cancer treat-
ment. “We are staying at a
dharamshala in Dadar and will be
here for four months.
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Though some children were
somewhat dejected initially when
they saw the mock-up “aircraft”
they were supposed to fly in, once:
they entered the cabin, the disap-
pointment gave way to sheer joy,
as the model from within was an
exact replica of a Boeing 747
cabin.

After being warmly greeted by
two charming air-hostesses and
chiefinflight supervisor, they flight
took for London amidst a deafen-
ing roar of the engines.

. mslmr. the children were told a
story about the airline’s lovable
mascot Maharajah, and the cabin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
APRIL9

OUGH 10-year old

{ Rahul Jaiswal, a cancer pa-
3 tient who has come all the
| way from Nepal for treatment at
| the Tata Memorial Hospital in the
4 city, could not make out any differ-
ence between Singapore and Kan-
divli, he sure had a time of his life.

! Jaiswal and 13 other terminally
¢ ill children were virtually in sev-
| enth heaven when for the first

The unique programme, on
board Air-India’s cabin crew
mock-up situated at the Old Air-
port at Kalina, was organised by
A-Iand V Care Foundation, a vol-
untary organisation involved in
giving emotional and moral sup-
port to cancer patients.

crew ised a quiz entitled
Duniya Ki Sair for the children.
They were asked to identify the
city shown on a screen Set up in-
side the cabin, and were given a
clue —afilm song which included
the city’s name in its lyrics.

The cabin crew befriended the

children with their charm and
soon they were divided into two
teams on either sides of the aisle.
And the competition was ficree, as

the prize to be won for the first
correct answer was a photo post-
card of A-I, signed by none other
than Sachin Tendulkar.




ey Sfsar aT ETAT AT AIR- INDIA KA SUHANA SAFAR
Hamne sabhne milkar aaj,
Rakkhi Air- India ki laaj,

Kiya kuch aisa kaam,

Anokha jiska inaam,

Chand masoomon ka dil bahlaya,
Chehron par muskaan ko sajaya,
Dard Khushi mein badal diya,
Pal bhar ke liye pyar kar liya,

Na jaane kabh milenge,

Na jaane, yeh phool khilenge,
Inhe bacha lo Prabhu,

Yeh dua karta hoon,

Phir mauka mila agar,
Dohraenge dobara hum,
AIR-INDIAka Suhana Safar.

- Shariar Karim

AIR INDIA’s — -_'}\///(-/A/J ()/ )/7;/(4///

1. APRIL 09, 1999
‘ AIR INDIA KA SUHANA SAFAR’ FOR THE V CARE FOUNDATION
(TERMINALLY ILL CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM CANCER).

2. OCTOBER 04, 1999
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR THE SPASTICS SOCIETY OF INDIA (Star guest - Pooja Batra)

3. APRIL 25 , 2000
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR THE SOCIETY OF EDUCATION FOR THE CRIPPLED. (Star guest- Rani Mukherjee)

4. JUNE 12 , 2001
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR THE CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM THALAS SAEMIA ( Star guest— Amar Upadhya)

5. JANUARY 04 , 2002
‘VATAN KI SAIR’ FOR THE MILITANCY AFFECTED CHILDREN FROM KASHMIR

6. NOVEMBER 14, 2002
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR PAVEMENT CLUB (Star guest- Aditya Pancholi)
AND PAVEMENT CHILDRENS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL , MUMBAI

7. MARCH 10, 2003
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’-VATAN KI SAIR’ FOR MILITANCY AFFECTED CHILDREN FROM KASHMIR. Star guest- John Abraham)

8. AUGUSTS, 2003
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’-“A LEARNING EXPERIENCE” FOR GRADUATES FROM THE L.L.M

9. OCTOBER 15. 2003
FLIGHT OF REALITY” (Star guest - Javed Jafferey)
FLTAI-071 ONAIR INDIAS 71 STANNIVERSARY
A BOEING 747-400-“SPECIAL FLIGHT FOR SPECIAL PEOPLE”

Flights of Fancy conceived, choreographedand conductedin the cabin crewtraining mockup by

Shariar Karim & Team for underprivileged physically challenged orterminally ill children



