ODYSSEY Al - 25
with Shariar Karim's
“MILESTONES AND MEMORIES”

LAST FLIGHT :Al-24 on 3rd October 2020, “ Management Seminars for |.F.Ss.”
THIS FLIGHT :Al-25 on 4th October 2020, “FLIGHTS OF FANCY." *
NEXT FLIGHT:AI- 26 on 10th October 2020, “We Lived This Day Twice”

* AND ME - 25"

NAMASKAAR, WELCOME ABOARD FLIGHT Al-25, ON
WEDNESDAY, THE 4™ OF OCTOBER, 2020

Turning back the pages of history, Today we have reached the 4™
OF OCTOBER 1999.

This Day, that Year, We operated a-

“ELIGHT OF FANCY"

It all started one afternoon when | was at the Cabin Crew Training
Centre adjoining the Mock-up which is a replica of the airaaft
where we conduct our Training. | was told by Headquarters that a
group of cancer affected children were coming with their parents
1o see the interior of an aircraft. Apparently the children were all
terminally ill and their ast wish was to go on a flight. Since that
could not be arranged just then, | was required to show them the
‘mock-up, give them some refreshments and send them home. It
was then that the concept of a simulated flight dawned on me.
Over the next week, | worked out an outline and suggested it to
Headquarters, they approved of it and | was given pemmission to
conduct a ‘Flight of Fancy’ in the Mock-up.

The first fight was conducted on April 9, 1999 for the ‘V-Care
Foundation for Cancer children with all the trimmings of a real
flight with the additional attraction on subsequent flights of a
surprise Bollywood star to entertain the children. The 1st flight
was a super hit and got raving reports in the press and media.
Thus started a series of such flights for terminally ill, ailing and
under privileged children which | conducted with the help of
SHARTAR VAR M various departments of our Airline. Here on October 4, is a report
5 of the 2™ Flight for children from the Spastics Society of India.
(subsequent ‘Fights of Fancy’ will be shared as we continue our Odyssey)
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Sometimes inlife, f " .
An opportunity comes our way, (5 .

To make children feelit is their day,
To change atearinto a smile, { 3
To make belieffor just a while,
To putsome joy into what they do, —
- To make their fondest dreams come true,

A . % = And this is justonepggoseﬁme

oy - Shariar Karim

Thus started a series of simulated flights which | conceived, choreographed and conducted for socially deprived,

physically challenged and terminally ill children in response to their wish to fly. These “Flights” were conducted in the
cabin crew training Mock- up and were called
“FLIGHTS OF FANCY”

AIR INDIA’s = Tlylss O Taney

1. APRIL 09, 1999
‘AIR INDIA KA SUHANA SAFAR’ FOR THEV CARE FOUNDATION
(TERMINALLY ILL CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM CANCER).

2. OCTOBER 04, 1999
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR THE SPASTICS SOCIETY OF INDIA (Star guest - Pooja Batra)

3. APRIL 25 , 2000
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR THE SOCIETY OF EDUCATION FOR THE CRIPPLED. (Star guest- Rani Mukherjee)

4. JUNE 12 , 2001
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR THE CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM THALAS SAEMIA ( Star guest— Amar Upadhyay)

5. JANUARY 04 , 2002
‘VATAN KI SAIR’ FOR THE MILITANCY AFFECTED CHILDREN FROM KASHMIR

6. NOVEMBER 14, 2002
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ FOR PAVEMENT CLUB (Star guest- Aditya Pancholi)
AND PAVEMENT CHILDRENS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL , MUMBAI

7. MARCH 10, 2003
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’-VATAN KI SAIR’ FOR MILITANCY AFFECTED CHILDREN FROM KASHMIR. Star guest- John Abraham)

8. AUGUSTS, 2003
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’-“A LEARNING EXPERIENCE” FOR GRADUATES FROM THE L.L.M

9. OCTOBER 15. 2003
FLIGHT OF REALITY” (Star guest - Javed Jaffrey)
FLTAI-071 ONAIR INDIAS 71 STANNIVERSARY
A BOEING 747-400-“SPECIAL FLIGHT FOR SPECIAL PEOPLE”

Flights of Fancy conceived, choreographedand conductedin the cabin crewtraining mockup by

Shariar Karim & Team for underprivileged physically challenged orterminally ill children
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‘Flight of Fancy’ Brmgs Joy to Spastlc Children

Twenty-four spastic children had
a gala ime on Air-Indla’s ‘Flight of
Fancy’, a simulated flying experience,
organised on October 4, 1999 at our

The flight, arranged by Inflight
Service association with
the Spastics Soclety of India, a volun-
tary organisation working for the

ol persons from
cerebral palsy. that often leads to a
lack of co-ordination in movement and
posture, enabled these children to for-
gat their problems for a few hours.

The children, who had never
in the past seen the Interior of an
aircraft, were welcomed aboard
the mock-up, a replica of a Boeing
747 Cabin, by Mr Sharlar Karim,

78 ;
hile

, Officor-Customer Service, dressed as entertained w!

' VI “m greeting the children. they flew

AIR- INDIA’s

Sr Manager, Infiight
Service Depart-
ment; Ms Anita

ven
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was concelved
and by Mr Karim. Mr Kiran
Snnlmo, Service Engineer,

Divisi

Manager - Cabin e
Crew T . Ms
Ujwala Patil, Air
Hostess and Mr
R.Ganesh, Flight
Purser,
Magic Show
The children
felt the fiight ‘taking
off' and even saw
‘clouds’ through the
windows. They lis-
tened very carefully
as Mr Karim enu-

would remember
the ‘flight’ long

n were overjoyed 1o
a picture o| an Air-
by Sachin
Iumm and’ Captain

of nmc:un team,
They met Mr Yezdl Iranl,
Qjﬂcor@unom.r Service, Travel
Documentation, Commerclal Depart

penned a poem
specially for the
occasion titled “AlR-
INDIA Loves You®, a
copy of which was
presented to each
Though the fight
did not take-
off, the children's
happiness soared
1 will never
forget this oxpul-
once, exclaimed
Parmanand Pa

destinations on our
worldwide route
nelwork; and a
Cricket Quiz tilied
Narne'

kept the chil & aighth
1o London,

Engineering Department, worked
behind the scene to provide the.
music and film 'on board'. The
event was widely covered In the
media.

It may be recalied, Ml-lndl 3
had earller in April 1999, org
a similar  programme in co

support group that works wﬂ :
cancer patients and their
m them to cope with the traur

1. 1’Iﬂoﬂ “Suhana Safar",
ll was greatly appreciated byl
the children and the members of]

*:mm,""

“FLIGHT OF FANCY” for THE SPASTICS SOCIETY OF INDIA 4.10.1999

BOLLYWOOD STARGUESTPOOJABATRA




PRE-FLIGHT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FLIGHT SAFETY DEMONSTRATIONS



WE SANG AND DANCED WITH THE CHILDREN ON A/R-/IND/A’s FLIGHT OF FANCY

“Thodisi Lift = 5?2/
kara de,

Mujhko Aeroplane dila de,
Duniya bhar ki Sair kara de . . .”

“ Main koi aisa geet gaoon
Ki aarzoo jagaoon
L 4. P Agar tum kaho. . ...

Q. AT
e

“Zameen ko aasman banaoon
Sitaron se sajaoon,
Agar tum kaho... ”




OUR SPECIAL PASSENGERS UNDER OUR SPECIAL AIRCRAFT AFTER OUR SPECIAL FLIGH

POST FLIGHT PRESS AND MEDIA INTERVIEW

Mr. Jitendra Bhargava
Director
In Flight Service Department

Shariar Karim
Sr.Mgr. / In Flight Supervisor
Creator “Flights of Fancy”




Bidding Good Bye to all the
Special Children who leftin the
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The
AIR-INDIA
‘FLIGHT OF FANCY’ TEAM exulting
afterthe flight landed successfully

THE DAILY TUESDAY OCTOBER 51999 5

For these 24 kids it was
a memorable exp_enence
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EXPRESS INDIA

AN ASIAN WEEKLY FROM THE NATION'S CAPITAL
BRINGING YOU THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT

WASHINGTON D.C. __30cents - PERIODICALS POt
Page 10 EXPRESS INDIA i

“Air:India Offers Flight of Fancy
. to Spastic Children

24 Spastic Children who had never
seen the interior of an aircraft had
the privilege of having asimulated
flying experienceorganized by the . [S
national Carrier Air India and its
cabin crew training mock up at the
Satacruz airport, Mumbai..
They were welcomed K
aboard the mock up, a replica of
the Boeing 747 cabin, by Shariar B3N
Karin - Senior Manager (in-flight
service department), | Anita *
Khanna-Senior- Manager (Cabin
Crew Training), Ujwala Patil, Air:
hostess- and R. Ganesh- thhl
vl
purser Air India.
. The program called the

November 16, 1999 +

“Flight of Fancy” was arranged by
Air India in association with the
Spastic society of India, a volun-

Air India’s Maharajah Mascot helps a spastic child try on a T-Shirtat |
the airlines’ "Flight of Fancy,” organized in a replica Boeing 747 at
the Santa Cruz Airport in Mumbai.

News of AIR-INDIA’s Flight of Fancy reached U.S.A.
Here is a report from a Newspaper in Washington D.C.
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